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2 0 other Libertines, 
nl ERARCHY 


O R. T H E 


AND OTHER 3 
pretended CxVURCHEs, equally Refuſed and Re- 


and People of God called in Deriſion Quakers. 
WHEREIN \'- 


They are Vindicated from thoſe that accuſe them of Diſorder | 


and Confuſion on the one hand, and from ſuch as Caluminate 
them with Tyranny and Impdſ tion on the other: fhewing, 
that as the True and Pure Principles of the Goſpel are Re- 
ſtored by their Teſtimony ; ſo is alſo the Anrient Apoſtolick 


them, and letled upon it's Right Baſis and Foundation. 


By RoBERT BarGLAY. 
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lineſs of Mind let each eſteem another Better than themſelves 
b. 13. 7. Remember them that have the Rule over Jo, who | mw unto 
you the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow. | 


© 4 2. 3. Let nothing be done through Grife, or Vain-Glory ; ; but In Low- 
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os H is the Malignity of Man's Nature in bis 
fallen State, and ſo averſe is be from walking 
i tbe Straight and Even Path of TRU T R, 

that at every furn he is inclinable to lean eithe? to 
the Right Hand or to the Left; yea, ſuch as by the 
» Workof God's Grace in their Hearts, and powerful 

Operation of his Spirit have obtained an Entrance in 
this way,dre-daily moleſted, and ſet upon on all Hands; 


/one ſtriving to draw them the one Way, ſome the 
other And if through the Power of God they be 


kept faithful and ſtable, then are they Calumaina- 
ted on both Sides; each ikening or comparing them 
to the Worſt of their Enemies. „ 

T Thoſe that are acquainted with the Holy Scrip- 
tures, may obſerve this to be the Lot of the Saints 


in all Ages; but eſpecially thoſe, whoſe Place it hath 
been to Reform and Reſtore the Ruins of the Houſe 
of God, when decayed, or any conſiderable Time 


' have been liable to ſuchCenſures : Hence thoſe that 
ſet about Repairing of the Walls of Jexuſalem, were 


neceſſitated to work with the one Hand, and defend 


with the ot he. : „ 
Chriſt is accuſed of the Jews as a Samaritan; 
' and by the Samaritans quarrelled for being a Jew. 


The Apoſtle Paul is whipped and impriſo 


/ 


ADE N. , 


ned by the 
Gentiles, * 


4 ” 
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e 
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— AE 
e Reader, 


0 


— 


"®". Gentiles, and upbraided with being à Jew, and 


teaching their Cuſtoms, the ſame Paul ts bated and 


reach to be killed by the Jews; for breaking the Law, 


and defilirio the Temple with the Gentiles, The like 
bath alſo befallen theſe faithful Witneſſes and Meſ- 
ſengers, whom God has raiſed up in ibis Day to 
witneſs for his Truth, which hath long been in a 


many brought to be Witneſſes of it, who thereby are 
come to walk in the Light of the Lore. 
_ « Thzs People thus gathered, have not wanted thoſe 
Tryals, that uſually accompany the Church of Chriſt, 
_. bath on ihe Right Hand and onthe Lefr, each Cha- 


Tears we will ye to | g 75 a | 
kars we will one 70 do a they liſt, agaenſt all good Order and 


Fand it. ang Government; at other Times we are ſo much for 


True it is, we have laboured to walk amidſt theſe 

xIremities ; and upon our appearing for the Truth, 

woe have found Things good in themſelves abuſed 

| en both Hands : For ſuch hath always been the 
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The PREFACE to the Reader. 


0 | Work of an Apoſtacy, 10 keep up the Shadow of "IM 
4 certain Truths; that there: through they might ſhel= 


x ter other Evils. Thus the Jews made Uje of the 
* Law and the Prophets to vindicate thein Abnſes; 
= yea, and 10 Crucify Chriſt : And how much many 
FJ Chriſtians buſe the Scriptures and the Traditions 
of the Apoſtles, to uphold Things quite contrary to 5 
* — in the General be readily acknowledged ß 
a /t. | 
But to deſcend more particularly; There be Two 
5 Things eſpecially, - both of which in their Primitivg 


e were appointed; and did very much contribute 
Towards the Edification of the Church: The one is,. 
E- 1 The Power and Authority, which the Apoſtles I. 
| Had given them of Chriſt, for the Gathering. 
| Building up and Governing: of his Church; by 
Virtue of which Power and Authority they alſo 
Wrote the Holy Scriptures. 5 8 
The other 1s, That Priviledge given to every II. 
Chriſtian under the Golpel, to be led and guided ; 
by the Spirit of Chriſt, and to be taught thereof 
in all Things, ook, RE 
Now, both theſe in the Primitive Church wrought 
effeftually towards the ſame End of Edtfication; 3 
aud did (as in their Nature they may, and in their 
e they (ought ip do) in a good Harmony very well 7 
conſiſt together { But bythe Workings of Satan and * 8 
Perverfeneſs of Men, they are made to fight againſt 
and deſiroy one another. For on the one Hand the 
Authority and Power, that reſided in the Apoſtles 
while it is annexed and entaited to an outward Or- 
dination and Succeſſion of Teachers, is made Uſe of . 
to cloak and cover all Manner of Abuſes, even the 
Height of Idolatry and Superſtition. For by Vir- 
tue of this Succeſhon, theſe Men claiming the like 
Infallibility, That was in the Apoſtles (though they 
be Strangers to any inward Work, or Manifeſtation 
of the Spirit in their Hearts) will nceds oblige all 
others to acquieſce and agree to thear Conclutions, 
"i | | hoe ver 
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however different from, or contrary to the Truths 
"of the Goſpel; and nee any to call ſuch Conclu- 


ions in Dueſtion, or Examine tbem, is no'leſs than 


2 Hainous Hereſy, deſerving Death, Nc. Or- 


 eohite the Revelation of God's Mind is wholly bound 
up to theſe Things already delivered in the Scgip- 
_ tures, (as if God ade, 


ham, ano- , 


dend ian a- it, and forced to interpret them not as they plain- 
 mong the Jy ſpedꝶ, but according to the Analogy of a certain 


Presbyteri- 


7 ans, in his Faith made gy Men, not ſo much contrived to an- 
wer the Scriptures, as the Scriptures are ſtrained. 
Revelations Io Vindicate it : which to doubt of, is alſo counted 


Ex poſition 


Hereſy, deſerving no leſs than Ejection out of our 
Native Country, and to be rohbed of the common 


Aid our Nativity entitles 45 70. And on this hand, 
we, may boldly ſay, both Papiſts and Proteſtants 


bade greatly gone aſide. | | | 
On the other Hand, ſome are fo great Preten- 
ders to Inward Motions and Revelations of the 
Spirit, hat 258 are no e Jo wild, 
which they will not cloak with it; and ſo much are 
they for xvery One's following their own Mind, as 


Neun admit of no Chriſtian Fellowſhip and Com 


munity, ar of that good Order and Diſcipline, 


which the Church of Chriſt never was nor can be 


without. Thzs gives an open Door to all Liberti- 
niſm, and brings great Reproach to the Chriſtian 


Faith. And on this Hand have foully fallen the -. 
German Anabaptfſts, / call'd, John of Leyden, 


Knipperdolling, c. (in Caſe theſe monſtrous 


Things commuted by them be ſuch ag they are re- 


| 4 tated) and ſome more moderate of that Kind hdve 
N been found among the People in England, called 


Ranters; 4 it is true, the People called Quakers 


. have been branded with both cf © theſe Extreams : 
JJ i as true, it bath been and is their Whrk to 
avoid them; and tohe found in that even and good 


pub 
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poke his laſt Words there 
* So faith: to his People *) we are put with our own Natural 
James Dur- Underſtandings 0 debate about the Meanings of 
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N The PREFACE to the Reader. 
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ths Path of the Primitive Church, where all were (no 
lu- doubt) led and atted by the Holy Spirit; and might 
an | all have Propheſied one by one; and yet there was 


Or "| @ Subjeion of the Prophets to the Spirits of the 
nd -Prophets. - There was an Authority ſome had in 
ip- | zhe Chaxch, and yet it was for Edification, and 
re , not for Deſtruction : There waz an Obedience in 


ral the Lord 0 ſuch as were ſet over; and à being 
of taught by ſuch, and yet a Knowing of the Inward 
u- Þ Anointing, by which each Individual was to be led 
in Into all Truth. The Work and Teſtimony the Lord 
N- bath given is is, to reſtore this again, and to ſet 
ed. both theſe in their right Place, without cauſing 
ed them to deſtroy one another. To manifeſt how this, 


ur | is Accompliſhed, and Accompliſhing among us, # 
on | the Buſineſs of this Treatiſe; which, I hope, will 
d, give ſome Satisfattion to Men of Sober Judgments, 
ts and impartial and unprejudicate Spirits : And may 

: be made uſeful in the good Hand of the Lord, to 
7 | Coanfirmand Eſtabliſh Friends againſt their preſent 
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The Introduction and Method of this Treatiſe. 
A Fter that the Lord God in his own ap- The End of 


pointed Time had ſeen meet, to put an the Law and 


Beginning of 


| 5 End to the Diſpenſation of the Law, the Golpel 
his which was delivered to the Children of I/rael by gates. 


recited. 


the Miniſtry of Moſes; through and by whom 

he did communicate nnto them in the Wilderneſs 

from Mount Sinai divers Commandments, Ordi- 
| nances, Appointments and Obſervations, accord- 
n- | ing as they are teſtified in the Writings of the 
I Law; it pleaſed him to fend his own Sen the 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Fulneſs of Time: who. 
IN. having perfectly fulfilled the Law apd the Righ- 
teouſneſs thereof, gave Witneſs to the Diſpenſa- 


7. tion-of the Goſpel. And having approved him- 
at. | elf, and the Excellency of his Doctrine, hy ma- 
2d ny great and wonderful Signs and Miracles, he 


ſealed it with his Blood; and triumphing over 
Death (of which it was impoſſible for him to be 
held) hg cheriſhed and encouraged his deſpiſed 
Witneſſes, who had believed in him, in that he 
I | appeared to them, after he was raiſed from the 
E Dead; comforting them with the Hope and Als 
2 Y. 5 ſurance 
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k 1674. ſurance of the pouring forth of his Spirit, by which 


and by which he was to be with them to the End 


b of the World, not ſuffering the Gates of Hell to 
8 prevail againſt them. By which Spirit come up- 


on them, they being filled, were emboldned to 
preach the Goſpel without Fear; and in a ſhort 
Time Thouſands were added-to the Church : and 


- Heart and of one Soul, and great Love and Zeal 


Seaſon. = | 
But all that were caught in the Net, did not 


© TheDivers to be caſt into that Ocean, from whence they were 
Sto drawn: Of thoſe many that were called, all 
were called proved not choſen Veſſels fit for the Maſter's Uſe; 
Kan at and of all that were brought into the great Sup- 

i yS» * . b) 
per, and Marriage of the King's Son, there were 


Some made 'a Shew for a Seaſon, and afterwards 
fell away : there were that drew back; there 
wefe that made Shipwrack of Faith, and of a 
good Conſcience: There were not only ſuch as 
did backſlide themſelves, but ſought to draw o- 


ſeeking to overturn their Faith alſo: yea, there 
were that brought in Damnable Hereftes, even 
denying the Lord that bought them. And alſo 

of thoſe Members that became not wholly corrupt 

(for ſome were never again reſtored by Repen- 
tance:) there were that were weak, and ſickly, 
and young; ſome were to be fed with Milk, and 
not with ſtrong Meat; ſome were to be purged, 
when the Old Leaven received any Place; and 

ſome to be cut off for a Seaſon, to be thut out (as 


"again, 


30 The anarchy of the Kanters, Kc. Seck. I. 


they were to be led and ordered in all things; in 


the Multitude of them that believed were of one 


prevailed, and there was nothing lacking for a 


prove good and wholſom Fiſh; ſome were again 


that were found without the Wedding-Garment. 


thers into the ſame Pefdition with themſelves, 


it were) of the Camp for a Time, until their 
Leproſy were healed, and then to be received in 


the Poor, of the Widow, of the Fatherleſs, of the WWW BK 


in his Infinite Wiſdom, what was needful for the 


niſter unto every Member a Meaſure of the ſame 


Introduction and Method. a” 4 


* 


3 


Moreover as to Oat wards, welt was the Care of 167 4. 


Strangers, c. Therefore the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 298, OY — 
who is the Head of the Body, the Church, ( for Courch of 
the Church is the Body of Chriſt, and the Saints ga 
are the ſeveral Members of that Body) knowing 


good Ordering and Diſpoſing all things in their 
proper Place, and for preſerving and keeping all 1 
things in their right Stat ion, did in the Diſpenſa- : 
tion and Cummunicat ion of his Hoy Spirit mi- = 


Spirit, yet8divers according to Operation, for the 
Edificatioh of the Body; Tome Apoſtles, ſome 
Teachers, fome Paſtors, ſame Elders: There are 
Old Men, that are Young Men, there are Babes. 
For all are not Apoſtles, neither are all Elders, 
neither are all Babes, yet are all Members: And 
as ſuch, all have a Senfe and Feeling of the Life 
of the Body, which from the Head flows unto all 
the Body, as the Uintment of Aaron's Beard unto =— 
the Skirts of his Garment : And every Member has 
its Place and Station in the Body, ſo long as it 
keeps in the Life of the Body; and all have need 


one of another: yet is no Member to aſſume an- 


other Place in the Body, than God has given it; 
nor yet to grudge or repine its Fellow Member's 
Place; but to be content with its own : For the 
uncomely. Parts are no Jeſs needtul than the come- 
ly; and the leſs honourable than the more honour- 
able: which the Apoſtle Paul holds forth in 1 Cor. 
12. from Verſe 13 to 30. + 2385 
Now the Ground of all Schiſins, Diviſions or he Ground 
Rents in the Body is, whenas any Member aſſumes 9 Rent>and 
another Place than is allotted it; or being gone 
from the Life and Unity of the Body, and looſ- 
ing the Senſe of it, lets in the Murmurer, the Eye 5 
that Watches for Evil, and not in holy Care over 3 
its Fellow- Members: And then, inſtead of com- - 4 WM 
| „ ing 


; ' 
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1674. ing down to Judgment in it ſelf, will ſtand up and 


judge its Fellow-Members, yea, the whole Body, 


or thoſe whom God has fet in a more Honourable 


and Eminent, Place in the Body than it ſelf. 


Such ſuffer not the Word of Exhortat ion; and 


term the Reproofs of Inſtruction (which is the 
Way of Life) Impoſitioa and Oppreffion, and are 
not aware how far they are in the Things they 
condemn others for; while they ſpare not tore» 


prove and revile all their Fellow-Members: Yet 


if they be but admoniſhed themſelves, they cry 
out, as if their great Charter of Goſpel-Liberty 
were broken. | | 


The Subtilty Now, though ſuch, and the Spirit by which 


of that Spi- 
rit. 


they are acted, be ſufficiently ſeen and felt by 
Thouſands, whoſe Hearts God has fo eſtabliſhed, 


as they are out of Danger of being intangled in 
that Snare; and who have Power and Strength in. 
themſelves to judge that Spirit, even in its moſt 
ſubtil Appearances :. Yet there are, who cannot 


| ſo well withitand the Subtilty and ſeeming Since- 


rity ſome ſuch pretend to, though in Meaſure 


they have a Sight ot them; and others, that 
cannot ſo rightly. diſtinguiſh between the prect- 


ous and the vile; and ſome there are that through 


Weakneſs and want of true Diſcerning, may be 
deceived, and the Simplicity in them betrayed 
for a Seaſon ; as it is written, With fair Speeches 
ard ſmooth Words they decerve the Hearts of the 


Simple. ; N ; 
Therefore having, according to my Meaſure, | 


received an Opening in my Underſtanding as to 


theſe things, from the Light of the Lord, and 
having been for ſome Time under the weighty 


' Senſe of them, I find at this Inſtant a Freedom 


to commit them to Writing, for the more Uni- 


verſal Benefit and Edification of the Church of 


Chriſt. | | 
= . Now, 


. 
4 


* 


ſuin ap this Treatiſe ' in theſe following general treated of, 


_ Oppreſjing and Ferſecuting Principality of the 


* ſemblies. 


and Counſel, they went forth and preached the 


"Sy. 
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i. Controverſy Stated. © | 
Now, for the more plain and clear Opening 1674. 


| n | Py $5.4 0 bt „ 
and Underſtanding of theſe things, it is fit to N 


Heads, to be conſidered off: = . ws 
- Firit, From whence the Ground and Cauſe of this I. 
Controverſy is, the Riſe and Root of it? 
Secondly, Whether there be now any Order and II. 
Government in the Church of Chriſt? | 
Thirdly, What is the Order and Government 
which we plead for? In what Caſes, and how far it 
may extend? In whom the Power deciſive is, and 
how eit differeth? And is wholly another, than the 


III, 


Church of Rome, and other Anti chriſtian Aſ- _—_ 


x 1 7 „ 
3 


3 — * 
eren IL. 
Concerning the Ground and Cauſe of this 


Henas the Lord God by his mighty Power The &/ 


5 bi _ Dawning of 
began to viſit the Nations with the Dawn Paving of 1 


ing of his Heavenly Day (for thus I write untoh Day of 


\ 


| thoſe that have received and believed the Truth) td de- 


and that he fent forth his mi whom he 


had fitted and prepared for his Work, having fa- 
ſhioned them not according to the Wiſdom and 
Will of Man, but to his own heavenly Wiſdom 


Goſpel in the Evidence and Demonſtration of the A" break- 
Spirit: Not in the enticing Words of Man's 
Wiſdom; but in Appearance as Fools and Mad, 
to thoſe that judged according to Man. Butgheir 
Words and Teſtimony pierced through into the 
inner Man in the Heart, and mtached to that of 
God in the Conſcience ; whereby as many as 
were ſimple-hearted, and waited for the Redemp- 
| 85 T2 tion 


3 


— 
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1674. 
1 


tion of their Souls, received them as the Meſ- 
ſengers of the Moſt High God; and their Words 
were unto them, not as the Words of Men,. but 


as the Words of God : for in the Receiving and 


Embracing the Teſtimony of Truth through 


them, they felt their Souls eaſed, and the accep- 


table Day began to dawn in and upon them. 


Now what .Evidence brought theſe Men to, | 


make their Teſtimony to be received? Did they 


entice? Did they flatter? Did they daub up? Did 


they preach Liberty to the Fleſh, or Will of Man? 
Nay verily, they uſed no ſuch Method: Their 


Words were as Thunder-Bolts, knocking down all 


that ſtood in their way, and pouring down the 


Judgment of God upon the Head of the Tranſ: 


greſlor every where. Did they ſpare the zealous 


Profeſſor more than the open Profane? Nay verily, 
they condemned equally the Hypocriſy of the 


one, as well as the Profanity of the other; yet 


wanted they not regard to the tender Seed ar. 


Plant of God in either. Did they give way? Did 


let me firft bury my dead Father. 


they yield to the Wildom of Man? To the De- 
ceitfulneſs of the Serpent, that would real: 


Fruth for themſelves, ſaying, J maſt ſtay, until 
I be convinced of this and that, and the other thing; 
1 ſee not yet this to be wrong, or the other thing to 


be my Duty * How did they knock down this 
Manner of Reaſoning by the Spirit of God, 


which wrought mightily in them, ſhewing and 


* holding forth, that this is the Day of the Lord 


that is dawnetl ; that all are invited to come; 
that none ought to tarry behind; that that which 
ſo pleadeth, is the ſame Spirit, which of Old 
Time ſaid in thoſe that were invited, I cannot 


| come et, T wut firſt marry al e, T maſt go prove 


my Toke of Oxen; I muſt go viſit my Poſſeſſions ; 
Did not the 


Lord through them teſtify and declare againſt 
theſe things? And is there not a Cloud of Wit- 
| Rs neſſes, 


cannot 
prove 
ſſrons 3 
ot the 
gainſt 
Wit- 
neſſes, 


Xe , 
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neſles, who felt the Enemy thus reaſoning to keep 1674. 


fooliſh Faſhiotis of this World? But we felt, as 


we were obedient, all theſe things to be for Con- 


demnation ; and that, as we obeyed the pure Ma- 
nifeſtation of the Light of Jeſus in our Hearts, 
there was no Heſitation. We might and ſhould 


have parted with all thoſe things at the Firſt; 


and what occaſioned ſuch Scruples, was but that 


which drew back, through being unwilling to 


give pure Obedience to the Croſs of Chriſt: For 
as many as gave Obedience, and believed in the 
Light, found no Occaſion of ſtumbling; but 
ſuch as believed not were condemned already, 
becauſe they believed not in him that appeared. 


us in the Forms, Fellowſhips, falſe Worſhips and HWY 


Now the Boldneſs, and Courage, and Efficacy of The Cour- 
theſe Meſſengers Teſtimony wrought ſuch Aſto. 3 
niſhment, Fear and Amazement in the Hearts of 


ſuch as were ingenuous, that many began to be 
inwardly pricked, as in the Days of Old, and 
the Foundations of many began to be ſhaken, 
and ſome that were aſleep were awakened, and 


many that were dead and buried in the Graves of 


Sin, and Formality, and Superſtition and Idola- 
try of all Sorts, were alarmed; and many were 
brought in from the Hedges and the High-Ways, 
and the Truth was received by Thouſands with 
great Cheerfulneſs and a Readineſs of Mind: 
And the Feet of thoſe were beheld to be beauti- 


ful upon the Mountains, that brought the glad 


Tidings of theſe good Things. And great Low- 


lineſs and Simplicity of Heart was upon ſuch, 
that were newly Convinced of the Truth, and 


deep Humiliation of Spirit, and Subjection to 


the Power, both in themſelves, and in thoſe who 


were over them in the Lord, and had gathered 
them into the Truth. $ 


But as it was in the Gatherings of Old, ſo it 


alſo fell out in this Day; all kept not their Firſt 
V 14 8 
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1 1674. Love: As among thoſe Thouſands, which Moſes 
" WY Vledout of Fgypr, and carried through the Red 


Sea, whohad Sung Praiſes to God upon the Banks 


of Salvation, many Carcaſes fell in the Wilder- 


neſs; tome who Murmured and longed to return 
again to the Flejh Pots of Egypt ; and ſome for Op- 
poſing and contradicting the Servant,and Servants 


of the Lord, whom the Lord had made Uſe of to 
lead them out of Bondage, in ſaying ; Te raketoo 
much upon you; Huth the Lord indeed only ſpoken 


by Moſes ? Hath he not ſpoken alſo by us? And as 
among theſe Multitudes, which were gathered by 
the Apoſtles, there were many, who continued 


not Faithid! to the End; ſome returned back a- 


gam with the Sow.to the Puddle, after they were 
waſhed; ſome embraced the preſent World; 


ſome again ſeparated themſelves, being ſenſual 


and without the-Spirit, deſpiſing Dominion, and 


| ſpeaking Evil of Dignities; their Mouths ſpeak- 


ing great ſwelling Words, being puffed up, and 


not abiding in theſe things, which they were 


taught of the Apoſtles; So it is to be lamented, 
that among theſe many Thouſands, whom the 
Apoſtles and Evangelifts whom God raiſed up in 
This Day (for the gathering of his Seed and Peo 
ple out of ſpiritual Egypr and Babylon into his pure 
Light and Life) did bring forth and gather, there 
are that have Falled upon the right Hand and the 


left. Some are turned back again into Egypt, run- 


ning into the ſame Exceſs of Luſt and Riot, from 


- whence they were oncepurified and redèem'd: Some 


could not bear the Reproach of the Croſs of Chriſt ; 
and were by and anon cftended in him : Some 


could not bear the Tribulations, Sufferings and 


Perſecutions, which came for the Truth's Sake; 
and the Seed in them was ſoon ſcorched with the 
Heat or the Day. And ſome not abiding in Sub- 
jection to the Truth in themſelygg were not con- 


tented with that Place and Station in the Body, 


_— which 
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Introducing new Doctrines and 


Ways, which be in Chriſt, There are then Fa- 16, 17. 


The Conſroverſy Stad. 277 
which God. had placed them in; but became 1674. 
vainly puft up in their flethly Minds, intruding WWW 
into thoſe things which they have not ſeen: And 

would needs be Innovators, alder Change, and Innovatots 


— 


— 


Aices, not on- 232 Di- 
ly differing, but contrary to what was already 


delivered in the Beginning; making Parties, 
cauſing Diviſions and Rents, ſtumbling the 


Weak, and denying, deſpiſing and reviling the 


' Apoſtles and Meſſengers of Chriſt, the Elders of 


the Church, who loved not their Lives unto 
Death, but through much Care, and Travel, and 


Watchings, and Whippings, and Bonds, and 


Beatings in daily Jeopardy gathered us by the 


mighty Power of God in the moſt pretious Truth. 


Yet in all this there hath nothing befal 


_ us, 
but that which hath been the Antient Lot of the 


Churchof Chriſt in the Primitive Times. 

Now He, that was careful for his Church and the good 
People in old times, hath not been wanting to us Shepherd ot 
in our Day; but as he has again Reſtored the r e 
Truth unto its primitive Integrity and Simplici Churdt ana 
ty, and as he has delivered our Underſtandings e. 
45 theſe falſe Doctrines and Priciples, which pre- 
vailed in the Apoſtacy; ſo he hath not gathered us 
to be As Sheep ſcattered without a Shepherd, that e- 
very one may run his own Way, and every one 
follow his own Will, and ſo to be as a confuſed Maſs 
or Chaos without any Order; but He, even the 
LORD hath alſo gathered and is gathering us in- 
to the Good Order Diſcipli ne and Government of his 
own Son the Lord Feſus Chraſt : Therefore he hath 
laid Care upon ſome beyond others, whoWatch for 
the Souls of their Brethren, as they, that muſt give 
Account. | N 


There are then Fathers, that have begotten us The ſerer ! 


unto. Chrift Jeſs through the Goſpel, of whom Stations in 


4 : - the Church, 
we evught to be Followers, and to remember their I Coe. 44 


thers 
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164 thers and Childern, Inſtructors and. Inſtructed, 
= VWyYWElders and Young Men, yea, and Babes; there 
—_ —- are that cannot ceaſe, but muſt Exhort, Inſtruct, 
EkXRaeprove, Condemn, Judge; or elfe, for what End 
gave Chriſt the Gifts mentioned Ephe/. 4. 11, 122 
And how are the Saints perfected? And the Body 
of Chriſt Edified of thoſe, who came under the 
Cognizance, and as it were, the Teſt of this Or- 
der and Government? I may chiefly ſum them 
up in Three Sorts (though there be divers others 


little ſubdivided Species of them.) 
ketten: The Firſt is, Thoſe that turn openly back to the 
too Narrow. Thete have not been capable to. do 
us any couſiderable Hurt; for being as Salt, that 
has loſt its Savour, they moſtly prove a Stink a- 


thers againſt us. And indeed, for the moſt Part 
they loſe all Religion with the Truth: For I 
have heard ſome of them ſay; That if ever they 
4 took on them to be Religious, they would come back 
\ __ againto the Quakers, c. 5 
wr, Secondly, Thoſe, who through Unwatchful- 


Savers, neſs, the ſecret. Corruption of their own Hearts, 


Enemy have fallen into his Snares; and fo have 
come under the Power of ſome Temptation or 


 Wickedneſs: Who being ſeaſonably warned by 
Jerſeers in the Church; have been again Reſtgred 


apoltaies, World again, through finding the Way of Truth 


mong thoſe, to whom they go: And I never 
- Knew any of them, that proved any ways ſtead- 
able to thoſe, to whom they go. I find other 
Profeſſors make but ſmall Boaſt of any Proſe- 
lytes they got out from among us; I hear little of 
their proving Champions for the Principles of o- 


and the myfterious or hidden Temptations of the / 


| bother, either of flethly Luſts, or of Spiritual 
© thoſe that keep their Habitation, and faithful O- 


by unfeigned Repentance : Not kicking againſt ' 
the Pricks; but have rejoyced, that others watch 


** 
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ed over them for their Good: And are become 1674. 7b 


Monuments of God's Mercy unto this Day. 


| Thirdly, Such, who being departed from their, elt sepa- 
Firſt Love and Antient Zeal for the Truth, be- rating, trou- 


come Cold and Lukewarn; and yet are aſhamed 
to make open Apoſtacy, and to turn back again, 
ſo as to.deny all the Principles of Truth, they 
having had already ſuch Evidence of Clearneſs 


upon their Underſtanding : Yet not keeping low 


in their own Habitations, but being puffed up, 

and giving Way to the reſtleſs Imaginations of 

their Exalted and Wondring Minds, tall out with 
their Brethren; cauſe Diviſions 3 begin to find 
fault with every thing, and to look at others 
more, than at themſelves; with ſwelling Words 
to talk of and preach up a Higher Diſpenſation, 
while they are far from living up to the Life 


and Perfection of this preſent; like unto ſuch, 
who ſaid, We will Nut hade this Man to Rule over 


; Cry out of, Formality and Apoſtacy, becauſe 
they are not followed in all things; andif they 
be reproved for their Unrulineſs, according to 
the good Order of the Church of Chriſt, then 
they cry out, Breach of Liberty, Oppreſfion, Per- 


 ſecution ! we will have none of your Order and 


Government; we are taught to follow the Light in 
our Conſciences, and not the Orders of Men. Well, 
of this hereafter; but this gave the Riſe of this 


Controverſy ; Which leads me to that, which IL 


' propoſed in the Second Place, 


- 
3 * 


80 10 N I. "Hes 


| Whether there be now to be any o Go- | 


vernment in the Church of Chriſt. 


1 this Time with thoſe, that deny any ſuch 


Fi Anſwer to this Propoſition I meddle not at 


thing, 


bleſome Op- 
poſero. | 
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74. thing, as a Church of Chriſt; I have reſerved 


be at much Pains to prove the Affirmat ive, ta 
church Or- Wit, That their ought tobe Government and Order 


der and Go, ; | 
nent: 3597 the Church 


| granted. our Oppoſers, both Papiſts and Proteſtants , who 
readily confeſs and acknowledge it, and bave 


heretofore blamed us for Want of it. The' 


can, to our Diſadvantage: For ſuch is the 


. 


Blindneſs of partial Envy; that whereas the ſup- 
poſed Want of it was once reckoned Hereticzl, 


ns the preſent Performance of it is counted Cri- 


9 


Ü beſe then, to whom I come to prove this 
| Thing, are ſuch, who having caſt off the Yoke of 


the Croſs of Chriſt in themſelves, refuſe all Sub- 
jellion or Government: Deny ing, that any ſuch 
thing ought to be, as diſagreeing with the Teſti- 
mony of Truth: Or thoſe, who not being ſo 
wilful and obſtinate in their Minds, yet are fear- 
ſul or ſcrupulous in the Matter, in reſpect of the 


dangerous Confequences, they may apprehend, 


ſuch a thing may dray after it. | 
For the clearing then as well the Miſtakes of 

the one, as anſwering the Cavils of the other, I 

Judge, the Truth of theſe following Aſſertions 


make no great Difficulty to Evidence.  _ 

Firſt, That Jeſus Chriſt, the King and Head of 
the Church, did appoint and ordain, that there 
ſhould be Order and Government init. 


u. _ Secondly, Thar the Apoſtles and primitive Chri- 


Reaſon I, 


ftians, when they were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 


and immediately 


led by the Spirit of God, did Fra- 


Wiſe and Commend it. VF. 

Ly. . Thirdly, That the ſame Occaſion and Neceſſity 
Wo, 5 No 
| | | | 1 
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Neither need Ita 


of Chriſt, unto the Generality of 


now fome of them, and that of the higheſt Pre- 
tenders, are become ſo unreaſonable, as to accuſe 
us for the Uſe of it; improving it fo far as they 


will ſufficiently prove the Matter; which I ſhall 


Thurch-« zderand Government Aﬀſerted. 
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noto occurring, which gave them Opportunity to exer- 1674. 
ciſe that Authority; the Church of Chrift hath the SNOW 
ſame Power now, as ever, and are led by the ſame 


Spirit into the ſame Practices. 


As to the Firſt, I know, there are ſome, that the 
very Name of a Church, and the very Words 


been cloaked with the Pretence of theſe things; 
But why ſhould the Truth be neglected, becauſe 
Hypocrites have pretended to it? The right Inſti- 
tut ion of theſe things, which have been appoint- 
ed and ordained of God, muſt not, nor onght 


not to be diſpiſed, becauſe corrupt Men have a- 


. 


buſed and perverted them. I know not any 


in the whole World, than the Name of a Chriſti- 
an; Shall we then renounce that Honourable Ti- 
tle, becauſe ſo many Thouſands of wicked Men, 
yea, Antichriſts have falſly aſſumed it to them- 


Order and Government, they are afraid of. Now The abuſe 
this I ſuppoſe hath proceeded, becauſe of the great e 


void the true 


Hypocriſy, Deceit and Opprethon, that hath uk. 


thing, that hath been more abuſed and perverted 


ſelves? The Man of Sin hath taken upon him to 


ſit in the Temple of God, as God; yet we muſt 
not therefore deny, that God # in this Temple. If 
the Synagogue of Satan aſſumed the Name of 


the Church of Chriſt, and hath termed her Op- 


preſſion and Violence, the Power and Authority 


thereof; Therefore muſt not the Church of Chirſt 
and its Authority be exerciſed, where it truly is 


according to his Mind? This I prefix to warn all 
to beware of ſtumbling at things, which are In- 
nocent in themſelves; and that we may labour to 


hold the ſteady, eben Path of Truth, without 
running in either of the Extreams. For that je- 
ſus Chriſt did appoint Order and Government to 
be in the Church, is very clear from his plain 


| Words, Mat. 18. 15, 16, 17, 18. Ver. 15. More- Church or- 
. der appoints 


1 
| * 


x 
a %. 


- 


over, if thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, £0 ed by Chriſt 


tell bum his Fault tetween thee and bim alone; if and the 
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1674. be ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gained thy Brother, WH 
Ver. 16. Bus if he wil not hear thee, then take for 
* with thee one or two more, that inthe Mouth of two tO 
Wil or three Witxeſſes every Word may be eſtabliſped. ter 
* Ver. 17. And if be ſhall neglect to bear them, tell bai 
= 


it unto the Church: But if be neglet to hear the De 
Church, let him be unto thee as an Heathen Man, an 
and a Publican. Ver. 18-Verily, T ſay unto you, na 
whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in 
Heaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall Iooſe on Barth, in 
ſhall be looſed in Heaven. From which Scripture I 
. it doth manifeſtly and evidently follow, Firſt, | V 
That Jeſus Chriſt intended, there ſhould be a in 
certain Order and Method in his Church, in the | v. 
2. Procedure towards ſuch as Tranſgreſs. Secondly, t! 
That he that refufeth to hear two, is become | Þ 
möre guilty, (as hardned) than in refuſing to hear t] 
him, that firſt reproved alone. Thirdly, That re- 11 
Fuſing to hear the Judgment of the Church, or * 
whole Aſſembly, he doth thereby exclude him- | © 
ſelf, and ſhut out himſelf- from being a Member; ſ 
and is juſtly judged by his Brethren, as an Hea- | 1 
then and a Publican, | „„ [ 
4. And laſtiy, that the Church, Gathering or Aſ- : 
| ſembly of God's People has Power to Examin and \ 
call to Account iuch, as appearing to be among : 
them, or owning, the ſame Faith with them, do ; 
Tranſgreſs; and in Caſe of their refuſing to hear, | 
or Repent, to Exclude them fröm their Fellow- | 
ſhip: And that God hath a ſpecial Regard to the 
Judgment and Senſe of his/People thus . orderly 
Proceeding, ſo as to hold ſuch bound in Heaven, 
whom they bind on Earth, and ſuch looſed in 
Heaven, whom they looſe on Earth. I am part- 
ly confident, that-no rational Man will deny, 
but that theſe naturally follow from the above- 
mentioned Scripture, and if there ſhould be any 
found founrealonable, as todeny it, I could prove 
it by necellary and unevitable En 
| : ; « W ic 
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and Gainſay the whole Flock muſt be more crimi- 


Tranſgreſs? How ſhould they be again Reſtored ? 


falſe in it ſelf; but how we differ in our Appli- 


243 
Which at preſent, as taking it for granted, I 1674. 
forbear to do. If it be reckoned ſo great a Crime TW 
to offend one of the little Ones, that it were bet: 
ter for him, that ſo do, that a Milflone were | 
hanged about his Neck, and be were drowned in the 
Depth of the Sea; without Queſtion, to Offend 


nal, and muſt draw after it a far deeper Faudgment, © 
Now if there were no Order nor Government 

in the Church, what ſhould become of thoſe that 5 
ie E 

Would not this make all Reproving, all Inſtruct 6 

ing, all Caring for, and Watching over one another, 

void and null? Why ſhould Chriſt have deſired 

them to proceed after this Method? Why doth 

he place ſo much Weight upon the Judgment of 

the Church, as to make the refuſing of Hearing 

it to draw ſo deep a Cenſure after it; which he 

will not have to follow the refuſing to hear one 


or two apart, though the Matter be one and the 


ſame? And ſo as to the Subſtantial and Intrin- E 


ſick Truth of the Thing, there lies the ſame O- 


bligation upon the Tranſgreſſor to hear that one, 
as well as all; for that one adviſeth him to that 


_ whichiis Right and Good, as well as the whole: 


and they do but Homologate or. Confirm that, 
which that one hath already aſſerted: Yet Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is the Author of Order, and not of 
Confuſion, will not have a Brother cut off, or 
reputed a Publican, for refuſing to hear one or 
two, but for refuſing to hear the Church. And 
it it be Objected, That the Church of Rome, and 
all other falſe Churches, make uſe of this Scrip- 
ture, and cover their Perſecution, and Cruelty, 
and Opprelſion by it; and thou ſayſt no more than 
they ſay. I Anſwer; I ſuppoſe no Man will be 
ſo Unreaſonable, as to Affirm, that the Church 
of Rome abuſing this Scripture, will make it 


cation 
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1674. cation of this Scripture, {hall be ſpoken of here- 
WY WV after, I am yt now claiming Right to this 
: Power, as due to us (that 1s reſerved for another 
Place;) but this, I ſay, is that, which I now 


aver to be Manifeſt from the Scripture-Teftimo- 
ny, and to be in it ſelf an Unqueſtionable Truth, 


' That Jeſus Chriſt intended, there ſhould be Order 


and Government in bis Church; which is the 
Thing at preſent in Hand to be proved: which 
if it be ſo really true (as it cannot be denied) 
then I hope, it will alſo neceſſarily follow, that 
ſuch, who really and truly are the Church of 
Chriſt, have Right to exerciſe this Order and 
Government. | | Fi 
Reaſon II. Secondly, That the Apoſtles and Primitive 
_ Chriſtians did Practice Order and Government, 


Church - 
Order Pra- 


aiſed by the which I ſhall mention a few Pregnant and Unde- 


Apoſtles and &: e | 
* Phmitve Mable Teſtimonies, as we may obſerve in the 


 Chriftians. very firſt Chapter of the As, from Verſe 13. to 
In Electi- : . IS 
the End, where at the very Firſt Meeting the 


_ 
Apoſtles and Brethren, held together after the 
Aſcenſion of Chriſt, they began orderly to Ap- 
point one to fulfil the Place of Judas; it may be 
thought, this was a Needleſs Ceremony ; yet 
we ſee, how the Lord countenanced it. I hope, 
None will ſay, that the Apoſtles appointing of 
theſe two Men, or of him, upen whom the Lot 
did not fall, Contradicted their Inward Freedom, 
or Impoſed upon it; but both agreed very well 
together; the one in the Will and Movings of 
God in Appointing, and the ather in the ſame 
in ſubmitting to their Appointment. 7 
Moreover, after they had received the Holy 


Ghoſt, you may Read, Ads 6. fo ſoon as there 


in Dir» Was an Opportunity, how they wiſely gave Or- 
butions for der concerning the Diſtribution of the Poor, and 
ens wor. Appointed ſome Men for that Purpoſe. So here 
was Order and Government, according to the 

On „ | Preſent 


we need but read the Hiſtory of the Acts, of 


a W | — 7. SE | | : op 
Church Oꝛder and Government aſferfev. za 
Preſent Neceſſity of the Caſe: And the Lord 1654. * „ 
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God was well pleaſed with it, and the Wordof V 
God encreaſed, and the Number of the Diſciples 
multiplied in Jeraſalem greatly. Might they 
not have ſaid then, as ſome ſay now; We will * 
give our Charity to "whom we fee Cauſe; and we 
will take no Notice of your Appointments and Or- | 
ders? Whether. would God have 7 of = 
ſuch, yea, or nay ? 
Thirdly, When that the Buſineſs of Circumci— 
ſion fell in, whether it was fit or not to Circum— i 
ciſe the Gentiles ? We ſee, the Apoſtles ſaw not _— 
meet, 70 ſufjer every one to \ follow their own Minde 
and Wills: They did not judge, as one confuſed- % 3 in 
ly ſuppoſeth, That this Difference in an outward e 
Exerciſe would commend the Unity of the True 
Faith Nay, they took another Method. It is 
ſaid expreſly, Ae 15. 16. And the Apoſtles an1 
Elders came together to conſider of this Mutter; 
and after there had been much diſputing about it | 
(no douht then, there were here Diverſities of O- ring. 
pinions and Judgments) the Apoſtles aud El lers = 
told their Judgments, and came alſo to a Peſi- 1 
tive Concluſion. Sure, ſome behoved to ſubmit, 
elſe they ſhould never have agreed. 80 thoſe \ 
that were the Elders gave a Poſitive Julgment ; 
and they were hold to fay; That it pleaſed not 
only them, but the 'Holy Ghoſts By ail which it 
doth undeniably appear, that the Apoſtles, and 
Primitive Saints, practiſed a Holy Order and 
Government among THenfolyes ; : And I hope, 
none will be ſo bold as to ſay, they did theſe 
Things without Sap Leadings of the Spirit of 
God, and his Power ad Amthority concurring, 
and going along w with then 
And that thete Things were not only Singular The Apa 


--in Diffe» 


Practices; but that they held it PDoctrin, ally, 3 
that is to ſay, it was Doctrine, which they Onder n the 
Preach. d, that There Ong! nt to be Order and Ga. Church. = 


7 | Verument 


1 . d 2 2 
r ————_— 


346 Che anarchy of the Kanters, &c. Sect, III. 


5 
+ 
#4 
3 
3 
1 
: 
N. 
74 
A 
* 


' 1674, vernment in the Church, is manifeſt from theſe 
s following Teſtimonies, 1 Cor. 4. 15, 16, 17. (1 5.) 
or though you haue Ten Thouſand Inſtructors in 
Chriſt; yet have ye not many Fathers: for in Chriſt 

Jeſus I have begotten jou through the Goſpel. (16.) 
Wherefore I'beſeech you, be ye Followers of me. 

(17.) For this Cauſe have I ſent unto you Timo-— 

theus, who is my beloved Son, and faithful in the 

Lord; who ſhall bring you into Remembrance of 

my Ways, which be in Chriſt, as I teach every 

where in every Church. Here the Apoſtle Paul is 

very Ablolute: Firſt, In that he deſires them to 

be Followers of him. Secondly, In that he ſends 

a Teacher, yea, a Miniſter, and Eminent Biſhop 

er Overſeer of the Church, for to put them in 
Mind of his Ways, which be in Chriſt, as be 
taught in every Church. No doubt, there were 
Apoſtates, and Diſſenting Spirits in the Church 

of Corinth, that gave Paul Occaſion thus to write, 

as he Teſtifies in the Beginning of the Chapter, 

how he was Judged by ſome of them; he ſhews, 

how they were grown High, ver. 8. Now ye are 

Jull, now ye are rich, ye bave reigned as Kings 

+ without ws, &c, Might not theſe Diſſenters of 
Diſenting the Church of Corinth, have reaſoned thus againſt 
Rexonings | Paz] © Did not this Pau teach us, at firſt, to mind 
+ Gol the Meaſure of Grace in our ſelves, and follow 
Ferameit, that? (tor no doubt, that was Paul's Doctrine) 
but now he begins to Lord it over ns, and tells 

ns, we muſt be Followers of bim. Might not they 
have judged the Beloved Timothy to be far out of 
his Place? Might they not have ſaid; It ſeems 

it is not God that moved thee, and ſent thee here 

by his Spirit; but Lordly Paul, thatfeeks Domi- 

nion over our Faith: It ſeems, thou comeſt not 
here to preach Chriſt, and with us to be Follow- 
ers of him, andot his Grace in our Hearts; but 

to mind us to follow Paul's Ways, and take no- 

tice, how he Teaches in every Church: We are 

not 


— | — — = LAGDUI:.. — 
III buch ES and Covernment alerted. 247 © 
neſe not concerned with him, nor with his Meſſenger, 1674. 
5.) ] nor with none of your Orders; and fo forth. YN 
s 12 Doth not this run very Plauſible > I queſtion not, 


"7ſt | but there was ſuch a Reaſoning among the A- 
16.) ſtate Corinthians; let ſuch as are of the ſame 4 
me. Lind among us, examine ferioully, and Meaſure 


mo- their Spirits truly hereby. Yea, he goes yet 

the | further in the following Chapter, ver. 2, 4. Ver. 

ef Þ| 2. As abſent in Body, but preſent in Spirit, have 3 
very judged already, as though I were preſent, concer- The rower: 

ul is ¶ ning him that bath ſo done this Deed, Ver. 4. In 1 10 

n to the Name of our Lord Feſis Chriſt, when ye att the urch. 
ends gathered together, and my Spirit with the Pm of 1 
ſhop or Lord Feſus Chr ift, &c. Would not one think 

1 12 this to have been a very prefumpluctis Word? And 

s be yet who dare offer to condemn it? From all 

were | which I ſhall ſhortly obſerve, that it ſeems, it 

arch was Judged no Incon/iſtancy nor Contradiction, to 

Tite, be Followers of the Grace in themſelves, to be per- 

pter, ſwaded in their own Hearts, and alſo to be Fellows 

ews, ers of the Apoſtle Paul and of bis Ways; becauſe his 

are Ways and Example was no other, than the Spirit 

(inge of God in-themſelves would have led them to, if 

s of they had been Obedient. Therefore he found it 

ainſt needful to charge them poſitively to follow bim, 

nind withont adding this Reaſon, 

low Next, the great Argument the Apoſtle uſes to 

rine) || perfwade them hereunto, upon which he mainly \ 

tells Þ inſiſts, becauſe he had begotten them into the 

they Truth; Te have not many Fathers; for in Chriſt - —As of ka. 

at of Feſus I have begotten you through the Gaſpel: TO N 
eems || Wherefore I be/eech you, be ye. Followers of me. BY 
here | So he makes that as the Cauſe ;zwhich the ſame Apo- # 
omi- | file alſo in his Expoſtolation with the Galatians, = 
t not | putting them in mind, how he preached the Got- . 
lo- pel to them at Firſt, and C ap. 4. Ver. 15. Where 

| but # then the Bleſſe 4265 ye /Þ make Of ? For I bear yo 

e no- Record, if peſfible, ye n 1ald hade plucked out your 

> are OWN Eyes, and given them unt mee We ive then, 

not . tha 
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1674. that the Lord hath, and doth give ſuch, whom in 
pe hath furniſhed, and ſent forth to gather a Peo- th 
 —andOver-pJe unto himſelf, Care and Overſight over that a 
ders, Peoph;yea,and a certain Authority in the Power o- yy; 
1 ver them to bring them back to their Duty, when ra 
1 they ſtray at any time.; and to Appoinr, yea, and m 
_ un de O- command (nch things, as are needful for Peace, and bn 
Oy der, andUnity's fake: And that there lies an Ob/i» th 
gation upon ſuch, as are fo gathered, to reverence, O. 
Honour, yea, and obey ſuch as are ſet over them in the Þ th 
ll Lord. For faith the ſame Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 2. 9. For to 
1:44 huis Endalſodid Trerite,that I might know the Proof of do 
1 you,whether you be Obedient in all things : And Ch. 7. ] |: 
; v.12,” 5 Tea,and exceedinglythe more joy d we for the 
Foy of Titus, becauſe his Spirit was refreſbd by you all. 3h, 
v. 15. Andhis inward Aﬀettion is more abundant to- 
ward you, whilſt he 3 emembreth the Obedience of you V. 
© Betrayiogs all, How with Fear and Trembling ye received him, ot. 
 ctihe Exe Now this will not at all infer, as if they had | 
; - been implicitly led of Old: Or that ſuch, as 45 
thavirg the ſame Authority to exerciſe it now, 
ſought Dominion over their Brethren's FAITH, ÞÞ 


1 or to force them to do any thing beyond, far leſs fo. 

l: contrary, towhat the Lord leads us to by his Spi- Þ| © 
Fil rit: But we know (as they did of Old) that the je 
1% Enemy lies near to B. ET R A Tunder ſuch Pre- | Þ 
' tences. And ſeeing, in Caſe of Difference the 
_—_ Lord hath, and doth; and will Reveal his Will to 9e 
j li FP his People, and hath and doth raiſe up Members 5 
= of his Body, to whom he gives a Diſcerning, and F. 
1 Power and Authority to Inſtruct, Reprove, yea, 


and Command in {yme Caſes; thoſe, that are , 
b faithful and low in their Minds, keeping their Ive 
9 on Places, and minding the Lord, and the In- 
a maurer lt tereſt and Good of his Truth in the General over I. 
_ ou. all, ſhut out the Murmurer; and the Spirit of God || 
leads them to have Unity, and concur with their 
Brethren. But ſuch as are heady and high mind- 7 
edg are inwardtiy xexed, that any ſhauld Lead or % 
Rule, but tEemielves: And ſo it is the high thing | 
| | 1 In 
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JI the Weak, be patient toward all Men. 


in themtelves, that makes them quarrel with o- 1674. 
thers for taking ſo much upon them; pretending "NN 
a Liberty, nor ſinking down in the Seed to be 
willing to be of no Reputation for its Sake. Such, 

rather than give up their own Wills, will ſtudy to. 

make Rents and Diviſions, not ſparing the Flock; 


but proſtrating the Reputation and Honour of The Honor - | 
the Truth even to the World, miniſter to them an % Frothpro. 


lirated b 
Occaſion of Scorn and Laughter, to the hardning Diviſions, ® 


them in their Wickedneſs and Atheiſm. 

Beſides theſe Scriptuers mentioned, I ſhall ſet 
down, a few of many more, that might b be In- 
ſtanc yo the ſame Purpoſe. 


Epheſ. 5. 21. Submitting your ſelves one to ano- Scriptures. 


ther in the Fear of God. tor Submiſfi- 
on and Low, 


Phil. 2. 3. Let nothing be done through Strife or link. of 


Vain-Glory, but in Lowlineſs of Mind let each eſteem Mi ara her, 3 


other better, than themſelves. = _—_ 

Verſe 29. Receive him therefore in the Lord with ren. 
all Gladneſs, and hold ſuch in Reputation. 

And 3. 17, Brethren, be Followers together of 
me; and mark them, which walk:ſo, ar ye have us 
for an Enſample. 

' And 4. 9. Thoſe things, which ye 500 both 
learned, and received, and heard, and ſeen in me, 
Do; and the God of Peace ſhall be with you. | 

Col. 2. 5. For though T be abſent in the Fleſh, 
yer am 1 with you in the Spirit, joying and be- 
holding your Order, and the Stedfaſtneſs of your 
Faithin Chriſt, | 

1 Thefl. 5. 12. And we beſeech you Brethren, to 
know them, which Labour among you, and are - 
ver you in the Lord, and admoniſh you. 

Verſe 13. And 10 Eſteem them very highly ix 
Love, for their Work's Sake and be at Peace a- 
mong your ſelves. | 

Verſe 14. Now we exhort you, Brethres, warn 
them that are unruly, comfort the feeble minded, 
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1674. 2 Theſl. 2. 15. Therefore Brethren, ſtand faft, 


and hoid the Traditions, which ye haue been taught, 

whether by Word. or our Epiſtle. © 

© 2 Cor. 10. 8. For though T ſhould boaſt ſomewhat 

more of our Authority (which the Lord bath given 
as for Hdification, and not for your Deſirution) I 

ſhould not be aſhamed. 

Nou though the Papiſts- greatly abuſe this 
Place, as if hereby they could juſtify that Mats 
of Superſtition, which they have heaped toge- 
ther; yet except we will deny the plain SCrip- 
tu re, we muſt needs believe, there lay an Obliga- 
tion upon the Theſſalomans to obſerve and hold 
theſe Appointments, and no Doubt, needful In- 
ſtitutions, which by the Apoſtles were recom- 
mended unto them: And yet who will ſay, that 
they ought or were thereby commanded to do an 
thing contrary to that, which the Grace of God 
in their Hearts moved them to? 

2 Theſſ. 3. 4. And we have Confidence in the 
Lord touching you, that ye both do, and will do the 
things, which we command you. 

Verſe 6. Now we command you, Brethren, 1 in 
the Name of our Lord Feſtes Chriſt, that ye with- 
draw your ſelves from every Brother, that walketh 
diſorderly, and not after the Tradition, which he re- 
ceived of . 

The Authe- What more poſitive than this? And yet the 

rigor de, Apoſtle was not here any Impoſer. And yet 

Enpofition, further, Verſe 14. Aud if any Man Obey not our 

Word by this Epiſtle, note that Man, and have no 
Company wifh him, thit he may be aſhamed. 

Thus Heb. 13. 7. Remember them, which have 
the Rule ob r 500, who habe ſpoken unto you the 


E- 77 25 > of Goa, wheje Faith follow; conſt edering the 


End 0 their Eonverſetion. 
Verie 17. Obey them, that have the Rule over 
vu, and ſabmit your ſelves ; for they watch for 
15 145 Souls, as they that up Gin ATCA": That 
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they may do it with Foy, and not with Grief; for 


did Appoint, and Ordain certain things; Don 
demn, and Approve certain Practices, as yell as 
ere 
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that is unprofitable for you. | 
Jude 8. Likewiſe alſo theſe filthy Dreamers defile 
the Fleſh, diſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak Evil of Dig- 
nilies. e : 
4 might at length enlarge, if needful, upon 
theſe Paſſages; any of which is ſufficient to 
prove the Matter in Hand: But that what is 


1674. 


faid, may ſatisfy ſuch, as are not wilfully Blind 
an Obſtinate. For there can be nothing more 


plain from theſe Teſtimonies, than that the Au- 
tient Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians practiſed 


wn. 


The Primi- 
tive Chriſti» 


Order and Government in the Church; That ſome ans Order 


Doctrines by the Spirit of God: That th lay” 
an Obligation in Point of Duty upon others to 


practiled in 
the Church 


Obey and Submit: That this was no Fncroach- 


ment, nor Impoſition upon their Chriſtiane Ei- 
berty; nor any Ways contradictory to their being 
inwardly and immediately led by the Spirit of 
God in their Hearts: And laſtly, That ſuch, as 
are in the true Feeling and Senſe, will find it 


their Places to Obey, and be one with the Church 


of Chriſt in ſuch like Caſes: And that it's ſuch, 
as have loſt their Senſe and Feeling of the Life of 
the Body, that Diſſent andre Diſobedient under 
the falſe Pretence of Liberty. So that thus it is ſuffi- 
ciently proved, what Iundertook in this Place. 
Thirdly, Thudge, their will need no great Ar- 
guments to prove, the People of God may and 


do well to Exerciſe the like Government upon the 


very like Occaſion. For even Reaſon may teach us, 
that what proved good and wholſome Cures to the 

Diſtemper of the Church in former Ages, will not 
now (the very like Diſtempers falling in) prove 

hurtful and poiſonable; eſpicially, if Ve have 

Ieſtimony of the ſame Spirit in our Hearts,not on- 


jy allowing is, but commanding us ſo to do. It is ma- 
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169. nifeſt (though we are ſorry for it) that the ſame y 
Fl. EY VV Occaſions now fall in; we find, that there are C 
of the that have eaten and drunken with us at the Table of 


—Eburchre- the Lord, and have been Sharers of the ſame Spiri- tl! 
bow, as of tual Joy and Con'olation, that afterwards fall a- a 


way. We find (to our great Grief) that ſome {i 
walk diſorderly ; and, lome are puffed up, and 
ſtrive to ſow Diviſion, labouring to ſtumble the 
Weak, and to cauſe Offences in the Church of 
, Chriſt: What then is more fuitzÞl>,- and more 
Chriſtian, than to follow the Foot-ſteps of the 
Flock, and to labour and travel for the Good of 

the Church, and for the removing all that is 
hurtful ; even as the Holy Apoſtles, who walked 

with Jeſus, did before us? It there be ſvch that 
walk diſorderly now; Muſt not they 1 Admo- 
niſhed, Rebuked and withdrawn from, « well as 
of Old? Or is ſuch to be the Condition of the 
Church in theſe latter times, that all Iniquity 
muſt go unreproved? Muſt it be Hereſy or Op, 
preſſion, to watch over one another in Love? To 

take Care for the Po6r? To ſee, that there be no 
Corrupt, no Defiled Members of the Body, and 
carefully and Chriſtianly deal with them, for 
Reſtoring them, if poſſible? And for withrawing 

from them, if incurable? I am perſwaded, that 

there are none, that look upon the Commands of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the Practice and Experi- 
ence of the primitive Church and Saints, as a 
ſufficient Precedent to authorize a Practice now, 

that will deny the Lawfulneſs or Uſefulneſs here- 
of; but mult needs acknowledge the Neceſſity of 

it. But if it” be Objecied (as ſome have done) 
Do not you deny, that the Scripture is the ade- 
quate Rule of Faith and Manners ? And that the 
Commands or Practices of the Scripture are not 
a ſufficient Warrant for you now to do any thing, 
without you be again Authorized, and led unto it 

by che lame Spirit? And upon that Score, do 
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you not forbear ſome things. both Practiſed and 1674. 
Commanded by the primitive Church and Saints ? Y 
Well, I hope, I have not any thing weakned | 
this Oßjection, but preſented it in its full Vigour 
and Strength: To which I ſhallclearly and di- 


ſtinctly anſwer thus. 


e 


Firſt, Seaſons and Times do not alter the Na- Times altoe 


| . y Þ by of | | fetu!- 
ture and Subſtance of Things in themſelves ; 07 d g 


Secondly, Things Commanded and practiſed at 


certain Times and Seaſons fall of themlel ves,when- 
as the Cauſe and Ground, tor which they were com- 


manded, 1s removed : As there 1s no need now for 


the Deciſion about Circumciſion, ſeeing there are 
none Contend for it: Neither as to the Orders 


concerning things Offered to Idols; ſeeing there 
is now no ſuch Occaſion : Yet who will ſay, that 
the Command enjoyn'd in the ſame Place, As 15. 


though it may canſe Things to alter, as to the Command- 
Uſefulneſs, or not Uſeſulneſs of them. 4 


— 


20. To abſtain from Fornication, is now made void? 


Seeing, there is daily need for its ſtanding in 


Force, becauſe it yet remains as a Temptation 
Man is incident to? We confeſs indeed, we are a- 
gainſt ſuch, as from the bare Letter of the Scrip- 
ture, (though if it were ſeaſonable now to de- 


bate it, we find but few to deal with, whoſe Pra- 


ctices are ſo exactly ſquared) ſeek to uphold Ca- 
floms, Forms or Shadows, when the Uſe, for 
which they were appointed, is removed, or the 


Subſtance it ſelf known and witneſled : As we 


have ſufficiently elſewhere anſwered our Oppoſers 
in the Cale of Water-Baptiſm, and Bread and 
Wine, &c. So that the Objedtion, as* to that, 
doth not hold; and the Difference is very wide, 
in Reſpect of ſuch Things: The very Nature and 
Subſtance of which can never be diſpenſed with 
by the People of God, ſo long as they are in this 
World; yea, without which they could not be 


his People. For the Doctrines, and Fundimental 


Prin- 


0 ＋ + * , F " * 
4 CSI 5. . * F 8 * 

>> g e : - > 

% +>: at? 4 1 =; N 5 
n > 4s : hf 25 NG wo 

147 4 67 6 = # : 

. 8 9995 ; F 8 , 

* * * - * 1 3 * 1 8 * 1 J ” 7 
5 J : 1 i 1 1 N V 1 Py 11 Joe 


; e 


g Top , 
"Fs 85 n „ 8 ane, 


"254 The Anarchy of the Kanterg Kc. Seck. III. 


% 1674. Principles of the Chriſtian Faith we own and be 
lieve originally and principally, becauſe they are 
the Truths of God; whereunto the Spirit of God 
in our Hearts hath conſtrained our Underſtand- 
ings to obey and ſubmit. In the Second Place, 


The Joiat- 


of tho Apo- Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt, who by the Re- 
fles, Oc. © velation of the ſame Spirit in the Days of Old 
of God in believed, and have left upon Record the ſame 
our Hearts. Prut hs; lo we having the ſame Spirit of Faith, 
according at it is written, I be/zeved,.and there- 

fore have T ſpoken; we alſo believe, and therefore 
„We ſpeak. And we deny not, but ſome, that 
from the Letter have-had the Notion of theſe 
Things, have thereby in the Mercy of God re- 


ceived Occaſion to have them Revealed in the Life: 


For we freely acknowledge, (though dften Ca- 
lumniated to the contrary) that Whatſoever 
Things were toritten aſoretime, were written for 
our Learning; that we through Patience and Com- 
fort of the Scriptures may have Hope, So then TI 
hope, if the Spirit of God lead me now unto 
that which is Good, profitable, yea, and ab/o/utely 
needful in Order to the keeping my Conſcience 
clear and void of Offence towards God and Man ; 
none will be fo unreatonable as to ſay, I ought 
not to do it, becauſe it is according to the Scrip- 
ture? Nor do I think, it will ſavour zl] among any 
ſerious, ifolid Chriſtians, for me to be the more 
confirmed and perſwaded, that I am led to this 
5 Thing by the Spirit, that J find it in my ſelf good 
and »/eful; and that upon the like Occaitons 
Chriſt commanded it, and the Apoſtles and primi- 

tive Chriſtians Practiſed and Recommanded it. 


Now ſeeing it is ſo, that we can boldly ſay 


with a good Conſcience irrthe Sight of God, That 
the ſame Spirit, which leads us to believe the 
Doctrines and Principles of the Truth, and to 
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we are greatly Confirmed, Strengthned and Com- 
"5 Ta forted in the Joint Teſtimony of our Brethpen, the 


mn, a oa en Fog Q) ST be 


- N 3 2 8 a ” 

* 7 # + „ xj : "7 85 
o : r : "= 

R * F * 


+ 


— — — " . AM | ws „ 
Church Oꝛder and Government allerted. 255 


* TY 


be” hold and maintain them again, after the Apo- 1674. 
are | ftacy, in their primitive and ancient Purity, as 
zod they were delivered by the Apoſtles of Chriſt in 

nd- the Holy Scriptures; I ſay, that the ſame Spirit 

Ce, doth now lead us into the like Holy Order and 

ma | Government to be exerciſed among us, as it was 

the | among them, being now the like Occaſion and » 

Re. | Opportunity miniſtred to us therefore; what 
Did can any Chriſtianly or Rationally object againſt - 

me | it? For that there is a real Cauſe for it, the a rea 
ith Thang it ſelf ſpeaketh ; and that it was the Pra- Cauſe tor 
re: || tice of the Saints and Church of Old, is unde- or. © 
ore niable: What kind of Ground then can any fuch 

hat Oppoſers have (being ſuch, as ſcrupling at this, 
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eſe do notwithſtanding acknowledge our Principle) 

re- that this were done by Impoſition or Imitation, 

e: more than the Belief of the Doctrines and Prin- 

Ca- ciples? Seeing as it is needful to uſe all Diligence 

ber to convince and perſwade People of the Truth, 

for and bring them to the Belief of it (which yet we 

FTA cannot do, but as Truth moves and draws in their 

n Hearts) it is alſo no leſs needful, when a People 

ito is gathered, to keep and preſerve them in Unity 

rely and Love, as becomes the Church of Chriſt; 

nce and tobe careful, as ſaith the Apoſtle, That all 

in; Things be done decently, and in Order; and that 

zht all that is wrong, be removed, according to the 

ih- Method of the Goſpel; and the Good cheriſhed 

ny and encouraged. So that we conclude, and that 

ore upon very good Grounds, That there ought now, 

his az well as heretofore, to be Order and Gdvernment 
904 in the Church of Chriſt. Fe = 1 
NS That which now cometh to be examined in the Head nt. 


ni- Third Place is, | EY 
| Firſt, What is the Order and Gn 0 = 
ay plead for £ bs | 


nat | Secondly, [In what Caſes, and bor far it may 2% 
the extend? And in whom the Power Deciſive is? 


Thirdly, 
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| 167, Thirdly, How: it differeth, and is wholly 7 cout 
| AY other than the Oppreſſive and Ferſecuting Principa- ls © 
lity of the Church of Rome, and other Anti- chri- ng 


| ; {aid 

ſtian Sa ? 1 Er, 

— :„—ĩ2— a — — | Gre 

LL a CD 7 

= Of the Order and Government which we || 15 
—_}. . Plead for. CE,” os 
8 Es. | | | ec 
T will be needful then, before I proceed to de- 48 

: ſcribe the Order and Government of the Church, the 


to conſider, what is or may be properly under- | Po 
Itbod by the Church : For ſome (as I touched be- dif 
fore) ſeem to be offended, or at leaft afraid of Re 
the very Word, becauſe, The Power of the Church, ter 
The Order of the Church, The Fudęment of the Pr 
Church, and ſuch like Pretences, have been the ha 
great *eapons, wherewith Antichriſt and the A- ot 
poſta... Chriſtians have been theſe many Genera - m 
tions perſecuting the Woman, and warring a- hi 
| gainſt the Man-Child. And indeed, great Diſ- J Cc 
5 putes have been among the Learned Rabbies in the as 
F Apoſtacy concerning this Church, what it is, or || tt 
what may be ſo accounted ? Which I find not my tc 

Place at preſent to dive much in; but ſhall only | 
give the true Sence of it, according to Truth, 77 
and the Scriptures plain Teſtimony. bs ti 
hat the The Word CHURCH in it ſelf, and as uſed tl 
ehe zeh in the Scriptures, is no other but a Gathering, G 
kenfig pro. Company or Aſſembly of certain People called or ga- t 
ren? thered together : For ſo the Greek Word EAA h 
| t 
Y 
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8 ſignifies (which is, that the Tranſlators render 
Church) which Word is derived from the Verb 
P*Exxanio, i. E. Evoco, I call out of, from the Root 

" Kaaiw, Yoco, T call, Now though the Egli Word 
Ehurch be only taken in fuch a Sence, as 
People are gathered together upon a Religious Ac- 
1 count ; 
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the Nature of that Hierarchy and Order they 


count; yet the Greek Word, that is ſo rendered, 1674. 
is taken in general for every Gathering or Meet- * 
ing together of People: And therefore where it is 
{aid, The Town-Clark of the Epheſians diſmiſſed the 
Tumult, that was gathered there together, the fame | 
Greek Word *Brxangia is uſed, AHL 19. 41. A (dingt com 
me *Exxanoier, be diſmiſſed the Aſſembly (or the cionem.) 
Church.) 1 | oe 

A Church then in the Scripture-Phraſe is no o- what a a 


ther, than a Meeting or Gathering of certain Religious 


eee dot certain church 8 
People, which (if it be taken in a Religious S 


as moſt commonly it is) are gathered together in 
the Belief of the ſame Principles, Doctrines and 
Points of Faith, whereby as a Body they become 
diſtinguiſhed from others, and have a certain 
Relation among themſelves ; and a. Conjunct In- 


| tereſt to the Maintaining and Propagating theſe 


Principles they judge to be right: And therefore ** 

have a certain Care and Overſight over one an- 

other, to prevent and remove all Occaſions, that 

may tend to break this their Conjunct Intereſt, 

hinder the Propagation of it, or bring Infamy, - 

Contempt, or Contumely upon it; or give ſuch, | 
as on the other hand are or may be banded toge- = 
ther to undo them, juſt Occaſion againſt them, : | 
to decry and defame them. | 
Now the Way to diſtinguiſh that Church, Ga: How to di- 


thering, dr Aſſembly of People, whereof Chriſt usch 


truly is the Head, from ſuch as falſly pretend from the 
thereto, is by conſidering the Principles and“ “ 
Grounds upon which they are gathered together, 
have among themſelves, the Way and Method 

they take to uphold it, and the Bottom upon 
which it ſtandeth; which will greatly contribute 

to clear all Miſtakes. Fo . 

Foraimuch as Santtification and Holineſs is the 5 
great and chief End among true un which 
moves them to gather together; tlirefore the 

1 . Apoſtle 
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ches Care 
over its 


Members, 


Ce 


T 1/10 4 5 1674. Apoſtle Paul defines the Church in his Salutation 
eto the Corinthians, 1 Cor. I. 2. Unto the Church 


of God which is at Corinth, them that are ſancti- 
fied in Chriſt Jeſus, called to be Saints, So the 
Church is ſuch as are ſanctified in Chrift Jeſus, 
called to be Saints, | 

The Power and Anthority, Order and Govern- 
ment we ſpeak of, is ſuch, as a Church, Meeting, 
Gathering or Ajjembly claims towards thoſe that 


have or do declare themſelves Members, who 


own, believe and profeſs the ſame Doctrines and 
Principles of Faith with us, and go under the 
{ame Diſtinction and Denomination ; whoſe E- 
ſcapes, Faults and Errors may by our Adverſa- 
ries juſtly be imputed to us, if not ſeaſonably 
and Chriſtianly reproved, reclaimed or condem- 
ned. For we are not ſo fooliſh, as to concern our 


ſelves with thoſe who are not of us; far leſs, who 


ſtand in Oppoſition to us, ſo as to reprove, in- 
ſtruct or reclaim them, as Fellow-· Members or 
Brethren: Yet with a Reſpect to remove the ge- 
neral Reproach from the Chriſtian Name, with 


a tender Regard to the Good of their immortal 


Souls, for the Zeal we owe to God's Glory, and 
for the Exaltation and Propagation of his ever- 
laſting Truth and Goſpel in the Earth, we have 
not been wanting with the Hazzard of our Lives 
to ſeek the ſcattered Ones, holding forth the liv- 
ing and ſure Foundation, and inviting and per- 


ſwading all to obey the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to 
take Notice of his Reproofs, as he makes himſelf 


manifeſt in and by his Light- in their Hearts. 
So our Care and Travel is and hath been towards 


thoſe that are without, that we may bring them 


into the Fellowſhip of the Saints. in Light; and 
towards thoſe that are brought in, that they may 
not be led out again, or drawn aſide, either to 


the Left Hand, or the Right, by the Workings 


and Temptations of the Enemy. 
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Theſe Things being thus cleared and opened, 1674. _ 
we do poſitively affirm, That we being a People 
gathered together by the Fower of God (which moſt 
If not all of thoſe, that ariſing among our ſelves 
do oppoſe us herein, have acknowledged) into 
the Belief of certain Principles and Doctrines, 
and alſo certain Practiſes and Performances, by 
which we are come to be ſeparated and diſtinguiſh» 
ed from others, ſo as to meet apart, and alſo to 
ſuffer deeply for our Joint-Teſtimony; there are 
and muſt of Neceſſity be, as in the Gathering,of 
us, ſo in the Preſerving of us while gathered, 
Diverſities of Gifts and Operations for the Edi- Piverfities | 
fying of the wholeBody. Hence ſaith the Apo- „ 
ſtle, 1 Tim. 5. 17. Let the Elders, that rule well, 
he counted worthy of double Ronour, eſpecially 
they who labour in the Word and Doirine: And 
this we ſuppoſe neither to be Popi/h, nor Anti- 
chriſtian; let our Oppolers ſay it, as oft as they 
can, without reckoning the Apoſtles ſuch, 
"Secondly, Foraſmuch as all arg not called in 
the ſame Station, ſome Rich, fone Poor; ſome 
Servants, ſome Maſters, ſome Married, ſome 
Unmarried; ſome Widows, and ſome; Orphans, 
and ſo forth; it is not only convenient, but abſo- 
lately needful, that there be certain Meetings at 
certain Places and Times, as may beſt ſuit the Meetings a- 
Conveniencies of ſuch, who inay be moit partie . 
ticularly concerned in them; where both thoſe 2 
that are to take Care, may aſſemble, and thoſe 
who may need this Care, may come and make 
known their Neceſſities, and receive Help, whe- 
ther by Counſel or Supply, according to their 
reſpective Needs, , This doth not at all contradict HH. 
the Principle of being led inwardly and immedi- au by che 
ately by the Spirit; elſe how came the Apoſtle i 
that Day of the Powerful Pouring forth of the 
Spirit of God to ſet apart Men for this Purpole ? 
Sure, this was not to lead thein from their by 
| | : war 


A wo 2 


| 250 The anarchy of the Kanters Kc. Sect. IV. 
1674. ward Guide; yea, of the contrary it is expreſly 
WY WV ſaid, Look ye cut among you ſeven Men of boneſt Pov 
LO» Report, full of the Holy Graf and I. iſdom, whom ſped 
we may appoint over this Buſineſs. Sure, they I Me 

were not to undertake a Buſineſs being full of the Lor 

Holy Ghoſt, which might import a Contradiction I} 7:m 

to their being led by it: So we fee, it is both fit | Lea 

and ſuitable to the Apoſtles Doctrine, to have | ſtle 
Meetings about Buſineſs. Now if any ſhould be ſo Cor 
whimiical or conceited, as to ſeruple their being 1% 

at ſet Places and Times, though thele be nothing 104, 

relative to the Efſenfial Parts, but only Circum- IIe 
ſtances relating to the Conveniency of our Per- Rea 

' ſons (which we muſt have regard to, ſo long ag I {ine 

we are-cloathed with Fleſh and Blood: And ſuch Js 2 
Notioniſts, as are againſt this Godly Care, work ſo d 

far more in their vain Imaginations, than they tio 

reduce to Practiſeꝭ being like unto ſuch, of whom and 

the Apoſtle James teſtified, who content them- Per 

ſelves with ſaying to the Naked, Be cloathed; and boi 
to the Hungry, Be fed; while they offer not in I ſet 
the leaſt to miniſter to them thoſe Things, which Þ ze! 
are needful for Cloathing and Feeding of them) Dis 
Yet ſhall we not ſcruple to make it appear, that Nhe 
it is not without very good Ground, that we Pra 
Convenient both appoint Places and Times. And firſt, as to cou 
1 the Place, I ſay as before, it is with our Bodies Ble: 
| ” we muſt meet, as well as with our Spirits; and hib 
ſo of Neceſſity we muſt convey our Bodies unto | alſc 
one Place, that we may ſpeak and act in thoſe Þ ſuc 
things we meet for: And that muſt be in ſome IAſſ 
certain Place, where all muſt know where to find is a 
it; having herein a regard to the Conveniencies ing 
and Occaſions of ſuch as meet. Were it fit, that re. 
thoſe of the Church of Corinth ſhould go do their Nhe 
Buſineſs at Antioch, or the Church of Feruſalem the 
at Rome? Nay ſurely, God hath not given us (if 
cur. Reaſons to no Purpoſe; but that we ſhould % 
make Uſe of them for his Glory, and the Good is 

| CE 1 5 ö | 
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eſly Jof our Brethren; yet always in Subjection to his 1674. 
neſt || Power and Spirit. And therefore we have re- ＋N 
hom | ſpe& to theſe Things in the Appointing of our | 
hey Meetings, and do. it not without a regard to the 
the Lord, but in aSenfe of his Fear. And ſo the like as to 
ion ¶ Times, which is no contradicting, of the inward And con- 
fit Leading of the Spirit. Elſe how came the Apo“ venient Set 
ave | file to appoint a Time to the Corinthians in their gta.” 
eſo Contributions, deſiring them, 1 Cor. 16. 2. 710 
ing by them in Store upon the Firſt Day of the Week, 
ing ea, faith he, not that be gave the ſame Order to 
im be Church of Galatia. I know not, how any in 
ber- | Reaſon can quarrel about Ser Times for outward Bu- 
as ſineſs, it being done in a Subjection to God's Will, 
ach Is all things ought to be: or elſe how can ſuch, as 
ork ] ſo do, but quarrel with the Apoſtle for this Impoſi- 
hey | tion (at that rate) upon the Churches of Corinth 
om and Galatia ? We appoint no ſet Times for the 
em- Performance of the Worſhip of God, fo as to ap- 
and ||| paint Men to Preach and Pray at ſuch and ſuch 
t in {et Times; though we appoint Times to Meet to- 
ch Ngether in the Name of the Lord, that we may feel @ 
em) his Preſence, and he may move in and chfough oy 
hat hom he pleaſeth without Limitation. hich 
we Practice of Meeting together we are greatly en- nge 
to N couraged to by the Promiſe of Chriſt and our own the Contincs 
lies | Bleſſed Experience; and alſo we are ſeverely pro. , 
and Hhibited to lay it aſide by the holy Apoſtle ® and © © © ® 
nto alſo on the other hand by the ſad Experience of 
10ſe I ſuch, as by Negligence or Prejudice forſake the 
»ne [| Aſſemblies of God's People; upon many of which 
find is already fulfilled, and upon others daily fulfil- 
cies ing the Judgments threatned upon ſuch Tranſ- 
hat greſſors: Read Heb. 10. from Verſe 23 to the End, 
heir here that Duty is ſo ſeriouſly exhorted to, and 
lem the Contempt of it reckoned a wilful Sin, almoſt 
us (if not altogether) unpardonable; yea, a rread- 
auld % under Foot the Son of God, and a Doing De- 
ood 


Jpight to the Spirit of Grace; which is fulfilled in 


A a Our 
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1674. our Day, and proves the lamentable Fruits of 


ſuch as have ſo backſlidden among us. And there- 


fore having ſo much good and real Ground for 


what we do herein, together with the Approba- 
tion and Encouragement of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles, both by Command and Practiſe, we can (as 


that both the Alpha and Omega, the Foundation 


and Cap-ftone required) faithfully affirm in good 
Conſcience, That God hath led us by his Spirit, both 


to appoint Places and Times, where we may ſee the 


Faces one of another ; and to take Care one for 
another, provoking one another to Love and good 
Works. And our Faith and Confidence herein 
cannot be ſtaggered by a\meer Nenyal in our 


Oppoſers, which no Man of Conſeience and Rea- 


ſon will ſay ir ought ; ſeeing the Thing it ſelf 


hath ſuch a ſolid and real Cauſe and Foundation, | 


ſo good and ſuitable a Pattern and Example, 


and that it is conſtantly confirmed to us, both 


by the Teſtimony of God's Spirit in our Hearts, 


and by the good Fruits and Effects which we 


The Occa- 
ſion of thoſe 
Meetings 2+ 
bour Buſi- 


nels, 


daily reap. thereby, as a Seal and Confirmation, 
that God 1s well pleaſed therewith, and approv- 
eth us in it. ” ; 1 
Having thus far proceeded to ſhew, That there 
ought to be Order and Government among the 
People of God; and that that, which we plead 
for, is, That there may be certain Meetings ſet 
apart for that End; It is next to be conſidered, 
In what Caſes, and how far it may extend? 


2 1 a 


SECTION YV. 


In what Caſes, and hom far this Government 
extends? And firſl, as to Outwards and 
Temporals. : . 
Shall begin with that, which gave the firſt 

I Riſe for this Order among the Apoſtles; and 

I do verily believe, might have been me 

| the 
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Church Government tn Temporale. 
the firſt Occaſions, that gave the like among us, 1672. 
and that is, The Care of the Poor; of Widows and & NW 
Orphans. Love and Compallion are the great, yea, 
and the chiefeſt Marks of Chriſtianity: Hereby 
ſhall it be known, ſaith Chriſt, hat ye are 15 
7 if ye love one another. And James the 
Apoſtle places Religion herein in the firſt place; 
Pure Religion (ſaith he) and Undefiled before God du fata 
and the Father is, to biſit the Fatherleſs and Mi- Poor wi. 
dows in their Afflitions, &c. For this then, as Orphan. 
one main End do we meet together, that Enquiry 
may be made, if there be any Poor of the Houſ- | 
hold of Faith, that need, that they may be ſup; * 4 
olied; that the Widows may be taken Care of, 
that the Orphans and Fatherleſs may be bred up 
and Edutated. Who will be ſo Unchriſtian, as 
to reprove this good Order and Government, and 


[to {ay it is needleſs ? But if any will thus object; 


May not the Spirit lead every one of you to give to 


Ihen that need? What needs mecting about it, ane 


uch Formalities? ; | 5 

I anſwer, The Spirit of God leads us ſo to do; 
what can they ſay to the contrary ? Nor is this 
a Practice any ways inconſiſtent with being 1n- 
wardly and immediately led by the Spirit; for 
the Spirit of God doth now, as well as in the Days 
of Old, lead his People mto thoſe things which 
are orderly, and of a good Report; for he is the 
God of Order, and not of Confuſion: And there- 
fore the holy Apoſtles judged it no Inconſiſtency The Bram- 
with their being led by the Spirit to appoint Men ve gp 
all of the Holy Ghoſt and of Wiſdom over the Buſi- 
neſs of the Poor, Now it to be full of the Holy 


Ghoſt be a Qualification needful for this Employ. 
ment ; ſurely, the Nature of*their Imployment | 
was not to render this ſo need ful a Qualification 
uſeleſs and ineffectual, 25 if they were not to be 

led by it. 7 
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1674. 
A Time all filled with the Spirit, yet 


Contributi- 
ons tor the 


Lor. 


Moreover we ſee, thougb they were at that 
Was 


ſomething wanting before this good Order was 


eſtabliſhed. There was a Murmuring, that ſome 


Widows were neglected in the daily Miniſtration , 
and we muſt not ſuppoſe, the Apoſtles went about 
to remedy this Evil, that was creeping into the 
Church, without the Counſel of God by his Spi- 
rit, or that this Remedy they were led to, was 
ſtepping into Apoſtacy ; neither can it be ſo ſaid 
of us, we proceeding upon the like Occaſion. 

If then it be thus needful and ſuitable to the 
Goſpel to relieve the Neceſlities of the Poor, that 


as there was No Beggar to be among Iſrael of Old, 


ſo far leſs now; nuſt there not be Meetings to ap- 
point Contribution, in Order to the ene 


theſe Things? Which is no other, but tht giving! 


of a general Intimation what the Needs are? That 
every one, as God moves their Hearts, and hath 
proſpered them (without Impoſition, Force ot 
Limitation) may give towards theſe needfu] 
Uſes. In which Caſe theſe Murmurers at our 
good Order in fuch Matters, may well think 
tra 
earneſtly doth he reiterate his Deſires and Provo. 
cations, ſo to ſpeak, in this Reſpect to the Corin. 
thians, 1 Cor. 16 2. and the 8th and 9th Chapters 
of the 2d Epiſtle throughout | 
Now though he teſtifies to themelſewhere, That 
they are the T:mples of the Holy Ghoſt, and that 
ihe Spirit of God dwells in them, yet ceaſeth he 


not to intreat and exhort, yea, and ts give them, 


certain Orders in this Matter. 
Beſides all theſe Reaſons, which are ſufficient 


to convince any unprejudicate Man, The ſecret 
Approbation of God's Spirit accompanying us 1 


this Thing, together with the Fruits and Effects 
of it; which Hundreds can witneſs to, whoſe 
Needs have been ſupplied, and themſelves helped 


throug| a 


me at the Apoſtle: How preſſingly! how 
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through divers Difficulties; and the Teſtimonies 1674. 


of ſome already, and of many more Orphans SNV 
and Fatherleſs Children, who have found no want Fathertefs 
neither of Father nor Mother, or other Relations, ner. 
through the tender Love and Care of God's Peo- 

ple in putting them in Trades and Imployments, 

and giving them all needful Education: Which 
will make it appear, e're this Age paſs away, to 

thoſe that have an Eye to ſee, that theſe are not 

the meer Doings and Orders of Men ; but the 

Work of bim toho is appearing in ten Thouſands of 

his Saints, to eftabliſh not only Truth, but Mercyand 
Righteouſneſs in the Earth. 5 ht 

And tor that End therefore in the ſecond Place 

this Order reacheth the taking up and compoſing 2. To com- 
of Differences as to outward Things, which may Pole Pifter- 


ences m the 


| fall out betwixt Friend and Friend; for ſuch Church in 


things may fall out through the Intricacies of di- t 
vers Affairs, where neither hath any poſitiveIn- 
tention to injure and defraud his Neighbour, as 
in many Caſes might be inſtanced. Or if thro? 
the Workings and Temptations of him, whoſe 
work is to beſet the Faithful, and People of the 
Pho far as he can) Strife 
and Diviſion among them, any ſhould ſtep aſide, 
as to offer to wrong or prejudice his Neighbour , 
we do boldly aver, as a People gathered together 
by the Lord unto the ſame Faith, and diſtin- 
guiſhed from all others by our Joint-Teſtimony 
and Sufferings, that we have Power and Autho- 
rity to decide and remove theſe things amo 
our ſelves, without going to others to ſeek Re- 
dreſs. ' And this in it ſelf hath ſo much Reaſon, 
that I cannot tell, if any that are not wholly preju- 
dicate or obſtinate, can blame it. For if e be of 
one Mind concerning Faith and Religion, and 
that it be our Joint-Intereſt to bring all others 
unto the ſame Truth with us, as ſuppoſing them 
to be wrong, what Confidence can we have to 
5 on 4 1 think 
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1674 think of Reclaiming them, if the Truth we pro- 
WY WV feſs have not Efficacy, as to reconcile us among 


our ſelves in the Matters of this World: If we 


be forced to go ont to others for Equity and Ju- 
ſtice, becauſe we cannot find it among our ſelves, 
how can we expect to invite them to come among 
us, when ſuch Virtues, as which ſtill accompany 
the Truth, are neceſlarily ſuppos'd to be want- 
ing? Should we affirm otherwiſe, it were to de- 
ſtroy the Truth and Faith, we have been and are 
in the Lord's Hand building up: And indeed the 


” hath no leſs Tendency. | | | 

7 Moreover, beſides the Enforcing and Intrinſick 
Reaſon of this Thing, we have the Concurrence, 
Approbation and Comfort of the Apoſtle's Te. 
ſtimony, 1 Cor. 6. Dare any of you, having a Mat- 
ter againſt another, go to Law before the Unjuſt, 
0b3e@ion, and not before the Saints? It it be objected, Do 
you reckon'all Unjuſt that are not of you Think ye 

all other People void of Fuftice ® 
Believers I anſwer, Though the Apoſtle uſeth this Ex. 
not rogoto preſſion, I am perſwaded, be did not reckon all 
the Caf, others unjuſt, that had not received then the 
Oc. Chriſtian Faith. There were, no dgubt,-moral 
and juſt Men among the Heathen; and-therefore 
the ſame Paul commends the Nobility of Feſtu. 
He reckons them there Unjujt in reſpect of the 
Saints, or comparatively with them, as ſuch as 
are not come to the uſt Principle of God in them- 
| felves to obey it and follow it: And therefore 
though he accounts them, who are leaſt eſteemed 
in the Church, capable to decide ſuch Matters; 
yet be ſuppoſeth it ſafer to ſubmit to their Judg- 
ment ſuch Caſes, though it were by raking 
Wrong, or ſuffering Wrong, than to go. before o- 
thers to the greater Reproach of the Truth. We 
hope,” though many Occaſions of this kind have 
fallen in among us, ſince we have been a People, 
LE - 5 „ none 


Spirit and Practce of ſuch as oppoſe us herein, | 


— 
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none have had juſt Occaſion to decline our Judg- 1674. 
ment. And though ſome ſhonld ſuppoſe them NW 
ſelves to be wronged ; yet if they ſhould go bring 
their Matter before others, we might ſay as the 
Apoſtle faith in the fore-mentioned Chapter, v. 7. 
This were thereby a Fault in them, and would e- 
vidence a4 greater Care of ſome outward Concern, 
than of the Honour and Intereſt of Truth: and 
therefore ſuch as have a tender Regard that way, 
would rather ſuffer, what to their Apprehenſions 
may ſeem wrong. For in Matters, wherein two 
Parties are oppoſite in the Caſe of Aſeum and The Cafe of 


Tuum, it is ſomewhat hard to pleaſe both; ex Tun. 

cept where the Power of Truth, and the righte- 

ous Judgment thereof reaching to that of God in 

the Conſcience, hath brought to a true Acknow- 

ledgment him that hath been miſtaken, or in 

the wrong: which hath frequently fallen out a- 

mong us, to the often refreſhing and confirming, 

our Souls 1n the certain Belief, that Chriſt was 

fulfilling his Promiſes among us, In Reſtoring 

Judges, as at the firſt, and Counſellors, as in the 

Beginning. | a 
Now ſuppoſe, any ſhould be fo Pettiſh, or Hu- , Going be- 

merous, as not to agree in ſuch Matters to the ljevers from 


Judgment of his Brethren, and to go before the the juds- 


ment of the 


Unbelievers (for though I reckon them not ſuch Brechren, is 
Unbelievers, as the Heathen of Old, becauſe they à Pilbonour 


Profeſs a Faith in God and Chriſt; yet I may © the Truth 


ſafely ſay, they are Unbelievers as to theſe 
Principles and Doctrines which we know are the 
Truth of God; and in that Senſe muſt be Unbe- 
lievers as to him, that ſo Appealeth to them 
from his Brethren.) I ſay, ſuch as ſo do, firſt 
commit a certain Hurt, and Evil, 1iMſaining 
the Honour and Reputation of the Truth they 
Profeſs; which ought to be dearer to us than our 
Lives. And even in that Outward Mkter, for 
which they thus do, they run a Hazzard, not 
| . Aa 4 5 knows 


674. knowing, whether Things ſhall carry, as they 
J expect: If they Looſe, they have a double Pre- 
judice; if they Gain, it is a too dear Rate, 
even with the Hurt of Truth's Reputation, which 
their Outward Advantage cannot make up. If 
then, it be Unlawful zo do Evil, that Good may 
come of it, even a Spiritual Good; far leſs is it 
Lawful to do a Poſtive Evil of ſo deep a Dye, as 
to bring an Evil Report upon the good Land, 


Joice: Out of the Uncertain Hope of an Out- 
ward Gain, it is far better to ſufter Loſs, as the 
Apoſtle very well Argues in the Place above- 
mentioned. 1 | - 
Indeed, if there be any ſuch, have been, or 
appear to be of us, as ſuppoſe, There is not a 
Miſe Man ameng us all, nor an Honeſt Man, that 


covet to meddle in their Matter; being perſwad- 


Though (Praiſes to God) among all thoſe that 

have gone from us, either upon one Account or 

other, I never heard, that any were ſo minded 
towards us; but the moſt Part of them having 

let in the Offence of ſome Things, or Perſons, 
Apoſtates have had this Unanimous Teſtimony concern- 
Teltimony ing us, that Generally we are an Honeſt and Up- 


ww 2 right bearted People. 


have of us, who look aſquint on the Face of 
Truth, and can ſee nothing aright in thoſe they 
love not, or are prejudicate againſt; This we can 
_ Jay in the laſt Place (beſides the Reaſons and 
Scripture above declared) that the Good Fruits, 
and Effects, which daily abound to the Houſhold 
of Faith, in this, as well as the other Parts of 
"the Government the Lord is eſtabliſhing among 
us, doth more and more Commend it unto us; 
and confirmeth our Hearts in the certain W 
0 
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and give the Uncircumciſed an Occaſion to Re- 


7s able to judge bet toixt bis Brethen. We ſhall not 


ed, that either they, or their Cauſe is nought. 


But whatever Senſe our Enemies, or Apoſtates 


church Government in Temporals. a 3689 


of that, which we can confidently Teſtiſie in 1674. 


good Conſcience, That God (bath led us hereunto NWS 
by bis Spirit: and we ſee the Hand of the Lord 
herein, which in due Time will yet more appear; 
that as through our Faithful Teſtimony, 1n the 
Hand of the Lord, that Antichriſtian and Apo- 


ſtatized Generation, the NAT TONATL M- Pricts. 
orced Main- 


NIS TRV, hath received a deadly Blow by tenance, and 


our diſcovering and witneſſing againſt their For-Tythes, . 
ced Maintenance, and Tythes, againſt which WE eda deadly 
have teſtified by many Cruel Sufferings of all slow. 
Kinds (as our Chronicles thall make known to 
Generations to come) ſo that their Kingdom, in 

the Hearts of Thouſands, begins to totter and 

looſe its Strength, and ſhall aſſuredly fall to the 
Ground, through T7uth's prevailing in the Earth; 

ſo on the other Hand do we, by coming to Righ- 
teouſneſs and Innocency, weaken the Strength of 


their Kingdom, who judge for Rewards (as well 


as ſuch as Preach for Hire) and by not mini- 
firing Occaſion to thoſe, who have heaped up 
Riches, and lived in Exceſs, Luſt and Riot, by 
feeding and prey ing upon the Iniquities and Con- 
tentions of the People. For as Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſs prevails in the Earth, by our faithful 
Witneiling and keeping to it, the Nations {hall 
come to be eaſed and disburdened of that deceit- 
ful Tribe of Lawyers, (as well as Prieſts). who ravyers 


by their many Tricks, and Endleſs Intricacies, bu, Tricks 


G 6 233 ? and Intrica- 
have rendered Juſtice, in their Method, burden: cies foment 


| ſome to honeſt Men, and ſeek: not ſo much toontrovere 


put an End, as to foment Controverſies and Con- 
tentions, . that they themſelves may be ſtill fed 


and upheld, and their Trade kept up, Whereas 


by Truth's Propagation, as many of theſe Con- 
troverſies will die by Mens coming to be leſs 


Contentious; ſo when any Difference ariſeth, the 


Saints giving Judgment, without Gift or Re- 
ward, or running into the Tricks and endleſs 
„ oe Laabyrinths 
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1674. Labyrinths of the Lawyers, will ſoon Compoſe 
them. And this is that we are perſwaded, the 


ny do not, and many will not fee it; becauſe it 
is indeed in aWay different and contrary to Man's 
Wiſdom, who are now deſpiſing Chriſt in his 
Inward Appearance, becauſe of the Meannefs of 
It ; as the Jews of Old did him in his Outward : 
Yet notwithſtanding there were {ome then that 
did Witneſs, and could not be Silent, but muſt 
"Teſtify that He was come. Even ſo now are 
there Thouſands, that can ſet to their Seal, that 
he hath now again the Second trme Appeared, and 
is appearing in Tex Thouſands of his Saints; in 
and among whom (as a firſt Fruits of many 
more that {ſhall be gathered) he is reſtoring the 
Chrits Golden Age, and bringing them into the Holy 
reſtoring the 8 : 2 
Golden Age. Order and Government of his own Son, who 1s 
ruling, and to rule in the midſt of them, ſetting 
forth the Counſellors as at the Beginning, and 
Judges as at Firſt; and eſtabliſhing Truth, 
Mercy, Righteouſneſs and Judgment again in 
| the Earth: Amen, Hallelujah. 8 
3. To Thirdly, Theſe Meetings take Care in the Caſe 


take care in 


the cafe of Of Marriages, that all things be Clear; and that 


which afterwards may prove to the Prejudice of 
Truth, or of the Parties concerned; which being 
an Outward Thing (that is acknowledged in it 
ſelf to be Lawful) of the greateſt Importance a 
Man, or Woman, can perform in this World; 
and from the Sudden, Unwary, or Diſorderly 


proaches may be caſt both upon the Parties, and 
the Profeſſion owned by them; therefore it doth 
very fitly, among other Things, when it occurs, 
come to be conſidered of by the People of God, 
when Met, to take care to preſerve all things 
right and ſavoury in the Houſhold of Faith. = 

: | 0 


Lord is bringing about in our Day, though ma- 


Marriages. there may be nothing done in that Procedure, 


Procedure whereof, very great Snares and Re. 


LF; a? | Church Government in Temporals. 2 3 


Doſe do believe, our Adverſarics? that watch for Evil 1674. 
the || againſt us, would be glad, how Promiſcuouſly LV 
ma- | or Diſorderly we proceed in this weighty Mat- 
e it ter; that ſo they might the more boldly accuſe 
an's | us, as Overturners of all Humane and Chriſtian 
his | Order: But God hath not left us without his 
s of | Counſel and Wiſdom in this Thing; nor will he, 
ird: | that any ſhould receive Jaſ{t Occaſion againft us 
that his People: And therefore in this weighty Con- 
auſt | cern, we, who can do nothing againſt the Truth, 
are | but all for, and with Regard to the Truth, have 
that divers Teſtimonies for the Lord. And— 
and - Firſt, That we cannot Marry with thoſe that 1. our 
in || walk not in, and obey not the Truth, as being of Teltimony 
any another Fudgment, or Fellowſhip ; or Pretending to ——— 
the it, walk not ſuitable and anſwerable thereto. the Unbe- 
loly | Secondly, Nor can we go to the Hireling-Prieſts, —— 4 
0 1s to uphold their falſe and uſurped Authority, who®Pcielt. 
ting zake upon them to marry People without any Com- 
and mand, or Precedent for it from the Law of God. 
uth, Laſtly, Nor can we'ſuffer any ſuch kind of Marri- 3. In for- 
min ages to paſs among u, vohich either as to the Degrees — 2 
of Conſanguinity, or otherwiſe, in it ſelf is Un" 
Caſe | Jawful!, or from which there may be any juſt Re- 
that | Aedion caſt upon our Way. 


ure, As to the firſt Two, they being Matter of Prin- ett. 1. 
e of ciples received and believed, it is not my Work 1 | 
eing | Here to debate them; only ſince they are receiv- 
in it ed and owned as ſuch (for which we can, and 
ce a have given our ſufficient Reaſons elſewhere, as 
rid; for our other Principles) we ought to care, how 
erly any, by walking otherwiſe, bring Reproach up- 

RWI on'us. Yet not to paſs them wholly by, as to 

and the Firſt ; Beſides the Teſtimony of the Spirit of 
doth God in our Hearts (which is the Original Ground 
curs, of our Faith in all Things) we have the Teſti - 
God, mony of the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor, 6. 14. Be ye not 
lings unequally Toked together, &c. Now it any ſhould 
1 think, it were much from this Scripture to plead 

0 FT 5 Wh 
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1674. it abſolutely Unlawful in any Caſe, to join in 
WY WM 
| becauſe of their not being one with us in all 

Things: I ſhall ſpeak my Judgment. To me it 

appears fo; and to many more who have obtain- 
ed Mercy; and we think, we have the Spirit of 

God. But whether it be Lawful or not, I can 
ſay Poſitively, Ir zs not Expedient, neither doth 
it Edify; and (as that which is of dangerous 
Conſequence) doth give juſtly Offence to the 
Church of Chriſt; And therefore no true Tender 
Heart, will prefer his private Love to the Good 
and Intereft of the whole Body. | 


Teſt, 2. A- 
Priel Uu their Aſſumed Authority and Power to Marry, it 
patios. is that which in no wiſe we can Reſile from, nor 
can we own any in the doing of it; it being a 
Part of our Teſtimony againſt the Uſurpations 
of that Generation, who never yet, that I ever 
Heard of, could produce any Scripture-Proof, or 
Example for it. And ſeeing, none can pretend 
_ Conſcience in the Matter (for they themſelves 
Confeſs, that it is no Part of the Eſſence of Mar- 
riage;) if any pretending to be among us, ſhould 


W 
* . 
1&3 1 >1 


come under and bow to that Image, have we not 
Reaſon to deny fuch Slavith and Ignoble Spirits, 
as mind not Truth and its Teſtimony ? | * 
xl: 3:3 Laſtly, Seeing, if any walking with us, or go- 
alen De- ing under the ſame Name, ſhould baftily or diſor- 


pre. en- grees of Conſanguinity, which the Law of God 
= "> torbids, or that either Party ſhould have been 
HE. formerly under any Tye or Obligation to others, 
| or any other vaſt Diſproportion, which might 
bring a juſt Reflection upon us from our Oppo- 
ſers; Can any blame us for taking Care to pre- 
vent theſe Evils, by appointing,that ſuch as ſo de- 
lign, make Rnowntheir Intentions to theſe Churches 
or 


arriage with any (however otherwiſe Sober) 


As for the Second, In that we deny the Prieſts, 


through Fear, Intereſt, or Prejudice to the Truth, 


— hag derly go together, either being within the De- 
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or Aſſemblies, where they are moſt known, that 1674. 
if any know juſt Cauſe of Hinderance, it may LYN 
be mentioned, and a Timous Let put to rhe Hurt, 
either by ſtopping it, if they can be brought to 
condeſcend; or by refuſing to be Witneſſes and 
Concurrers with them in it, if they will not ? 
For we take not upon us to hinder any to Marry, 
otherwiſe than by Advice, or Diſconcerning our 
{-lves; neither do we judge, that ſuch as do Mar- 
ry contrary to our Mind, that therefore their 
Marriage is null and void in it ſelf, or may be 
Diſſolved afterwards; Nay: All our Medling is 
in a holy Care tor the Truth. For if the thing 
be right, all that we do, is to be Witneſſes; and 
if otherwiſe, that we may ſay for our Vindicati- 
on to ſuch, as may upbraid us therewith, that 
we Adviſed otherwiſe, and did no ways concur in 
the Matter: That ſo they may bear their own 
Burden, and the Truth and People of God be 
cenaren, TE 9 5 
Now I am confident, that our Way herein is ſo what kind 
anſwerable to Reaſon and Chriſtianity, that * ef ben, 
none will blame us therefore; except either ſuch, the goodur- 
whoſe Irregular and Impatient Luſts cannot ſuffer 9% . 
a Serious and Chriſtian Examination, and an advi- 
ſed and moderate Procedure; or ſuch, who 
watching for Evil againſt us, are ſorry, we 
ſhould proceed ſo Orderly, and would rather, we 
ſhould ſuffer all manner of Irregularities and A- 
bominations, that they might have the more to 
ſay againſt us. But the ſolid and real Reaſons we 
have for our Way herein, will ſufficiently plead 
for us in the Hearts of all Sober Men; and more- 


Hearts doth abundantly Confirm us both againſt 
the Folly of the One, and the Envy of the other. 
 Fourthly, There being nothing more needful, 4 Our Care 
2 . or Keſtoring 
than topreſerve Men and Women in Righteouſneſs, or Separat- 
after they are brought into it and atſo * ing Offer 
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1674. more certain, than that the great Enemy of Man's 
WV Soul ſeeks daily, how he may draw back again, 


and catch thoſ:, who have in ſome Meaſure e- 
ſcaped his Snares, and known Deliverance from 
them; therefore do we alſo meet together, that 
we may receive an Opportunity to Underſtand, 
if any have fallen under his Temptations, that 
we may Reſtore them again, if poſſible; or o- 
therwiſe S-parate them from US. Surely, if we 
did not ſo, we might be juſtly blamed as ſuch, 
among whom it were lawful to commit any Evil 
unreproved; indeed, this were to be guilty of 
that Libertiniſm, which ſome have falſly accuſed 


us of, and which hath been our Care all along, as 


became the People of God, to avoid: Therefore 
we have ſonght always to keep the Houſe 
clean, by faithfully Reproving and Removing, ac- 
cording to the Nature of the Offence, and the 
Scandal following therenpon ; private things pri- 
vately, and publick things publickly. We de- 
ſire not to propagate Hurt, and defile People's 
Minds with telling them ſuch things, as tend not 
to Edify; yet do we not ſo cover overor ſmooth 
over any Wickedneſs, as not to deal Roundly 
with the Perſons guilty, and cauſing them to 
take away the Scandal in their Acknowledgment 
before All, to whoſe Knowledge it hath come: 


Yet judge we not our ſelves obliged to fell that in 


Gath, or publiſh that in the Streets of Aſkelon, 
which make the Daughters of the Uncircumci ſed 
Rejoyce ; or ſtrengthen Atheiſts and Ranters in 
their Obduredneſs, who feed more upon the Fail- 
ings of the Saints, than to Imitate their true Re- 


pentance. And therefore where we find an unfeign - 


ing Returning to the Lord, we deſire not to Re- 
member that, which the Lord hath Forgotten; 
nor yet to throw Offences in the Way of the 
Meak, that they may ſtumble upon them. 
And therefore I conclude, that our Care 9 
| thele 
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theſe things alſo, is moſt needful, and a Part of 1674. 
that Order and Government, which the Church of 


Chriſt never was, nor can be Without , as doth a- 
bundantly appear by divers Scriptures hereto-' 
fore mentioned. 


„„ 


— 


eren VL: 


How far this Government doth Extend in Mat- 
ters Spiritual, and Parely Conſcientious. 


Hus far I have conſidered the Order and Go- 
vernment of the Church, as it reſpects out- 

ward Things, and its Authority in Condemning 
or Removing ſuch things, which in themſelves 
are Evil, as being thoſe, which none will readily 
Juſtify : the Neceſſity of which things is ſuch, 
that few but will acknowledge, the Care and Or- 
der in theſe Caſes to be commendable and expedient. 
+ NowT come to conſider the things of another 
Kind, which either verily are, or are ſuppoſed to 
be Mattersof CONSCIENCE. or at leaſt, 
wherein People may lay Claim to Conſcience in 
the Acting or Forbearing of them. In which the 


great Queſtion is, How far in ſuch Caſes the 


Church may give poſitive Orders, or Rules? How 
fat ber Authority reacheth or may be ſuppoſed to be 


binding, and ought to be ſubmitted 19? For the 


better clearing and Examination of which, -it 


” will be fit to conſider. 


Firſt, Whether the Church of Chrift have Power 


in any Caſes, that are Matters of Conſcience, . 


to give a poſitive Sentence and Deciſion,, 
which may be Obligatory upon Beltevers ? 

Secondly, If fo, In what Caſes and Reſpet?s ſhe 
may ſo dos? 85 


Thirdly, Whertin confits the Freedom and Li. Ge ut 


berty of Conſcience, which may be cxerciſi - 
„ y 
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375 The Anarchy of the Kanters, Kc. Sect. VI, 
1674% by the Members of the true Church diverſly, 
VV without judging one another? © 
queſt. IV. And Laſtly, In whom the Power Deciſive 3s in 
Caſe of Controverſy or Contention in ſuch 
Natters? Which will alſo lead us To ob- 

ſerve the vaſt Difference betwixt Us and the 

| Papiſts, and others in this Particular. 
Queſt. 1 As to the Firſt, Whether the Church of Chriſt 
have Power in any Caſes, that are Matters of Con- 
ſcience, to give a poſitive Sentence and Deciſion, 
ms which may be Obligatory upon Behevere— _ 

N Anſw. I Anſwer Affirmatively, She bath, and ſhall 
U lese Prove it from divers Inſtances, both from Scrip- 
fahre ture and Reaſon. For Firſt, All Principles, and 
Matters of Articles of Faith, which are held doctrinally, 
— Coalcience, are in Reſpect to thoſe that believe them, Mat- 
| ters of Conſcience, We know, the Papiſts do 
out of Conſcience, (ſuch as are zealous among 
them) adore, worſhip and pray to Angels, Saints 
and Images, yea, and to the Euchariſt, as judging 
it to be really Chriſt Jeſus; and ſo do others 
place Conſcience in things that are abſolutely 
r.proof wrong: Now I ſay, We being gathered together 
from Right into the Belief of certain Principles and Do- 
ctrines without any Conſtraint or worldly Re- 
ſpect, but by the meer Force of Truth upon our 
Underſtanding, and its Power and Influence upon 
our Hearts; theſe Principles and Doctrines, and 
the Practices neceſſarily depending upon them 
are, as it were, the Terms, that have drawn us 
together, and the* Bond, by which we became 


2 * =p tht 8 


—_— 


* Yet this is not ſo the Bond, but that we have alſq a more in- 
ward and inviſible, to wit, the Life of Righteouſneſs, where- 
by we alſo have Unity with the upright Seed in all, even in thoſe, 
awboſe Underſtandings are not yet ſo enlightned, But whoſe; 

who are once enlightned, this is as an outward Bond; and if 
#bey ſuffer themſelves to be darkned through Diſobedience, 
which as i does in the outward Bond, ſ it doth in the inwards. 


Tree Center- 


Fri nes to be Wrong, with which we cannot bave U. 


by which they were linked to the Body, Now 


Idy be gathered 


Ithe Cauſe, 


Ithe thing to be fo as it is, and in Wen upon 


Jury. I hall make the Suppoſition in the Gene- 
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centered into One Body and Fellowſhip, and diſtin- 1674. 
guiſhed from others. Now if any one or more“ 

Io engaged with us ſhould ariſe to teach any o- 

ther Doctrine or Doctrines, contrary to theſe, 
which were Ground of our being One; who can 

deny, but the Body hath Power in ſuch a Caſe 

to declare, This is not according to the Truth we pro- 

feſs; and therefore we pronounce ſuch and ſuch Do- 


nity, nor yet any more Spiritual Fellowſhip with 
thoſe as bold them? And fo Cut themſelves off 
from being Members by diſſolving the very Bond, 


this cannot be accounted Tyranny and Oppreſſion, 
no more than ina Civil Society, if one of the So- 
ciety ſhall contradi& one or more of the funda- 
mental Articles, upon which the Society was con- 
tracted, it cannot be reckon'd a Breach or Iniqui- 
ty in the whole Society to declare, that ſuch Con- 
tradictors have done wrong, and forfeited their 


Right in that Society; in Caſe by the original W 


Conſtitution the Nature of the Contradiction im- 
plys ſuch a Forfeiture, as uſually it is; and will 
no Doubt hold in Religious Matters. As if a Bo- 


o 


of certain Principles, he that comes to believe o 8 F:llowibip 
mes 1 * , . des 
therways, naturally ſcattereth himſelf; for that yu 
and lcatters., 


. „ 
99e 


And ſo thoſe, Hat abide conſtint, in declaring 


him and witneiling of him to others (if need be) 
to be ſuch, as he bas made hin/elf ;; do him no In- 


ral, and let every People make the Application 
to themſelves, abſtracting from us; and then let 
Conſcience and Reaſon in every impartial Reader 
declare, Whether or not it doth not hold ? Sup» 
poſe a People really gathered unio the Belief of 
the true and certain Principles of the Goſpel, if 

| Bb any 
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2 Proof 
from Scrip- 
ture. 


1674. any of theſe People ſhall ariſe and Contradict . 
of thoſe fundamental Truths, Whether has not ſuch 


as ſtand, good Right to Caſt ſuch a one out from 
among them, and to pronounce poſitively, This 
isconrary to the Truth we profeſs and own, and 
therefore ought to be rejetted, and not received, 
nor yet he that Aſſerts it, as one of us? And is 
not this Obligatory upon all the Members, ſee- 
ing all are concerned in the like Care, as to them- 
ſelves, to hold the Right, and ſhut out the 
Wrong? I cannot tell, if any Man of Reaſon 


can well deny this? However I ſhall prove it 


next from the Teſtimony of the Scripture. | 

Gal, 1. 8. But though we, or an Ange! from. 
Heaven preach any other Geſpel unt you; than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be ac. 
curſed. As we ſaid before, ſo fay I now again, If 
any Man preach any other Goſpel unto you, than 
that ye have received, let him be Accurſed. _ 

i Tim.- 1. 19, 20. Holding Faith and a good 
Conſcience, which ſome having put away,” concern. 
ing Faith have made Shipwrak. Of whom is Hy- 
menæus and Alexander, whom ] bave delivered un. 
to Satan, that they may learn not to Blaſphe me. 

2 John io. / there come any unto you, and 
brins mot this Doctrine, receive him not into your 


Lodſe, neither bid him Rejoyce. (For lo the Greek; 


Theſe Scriptures are ſo plain and“ 


. ; J 
lear in them- 


. ſelves as to this Purpoſe, that they need nogreat Ex- 


poſition to the unbyaſſed and unprejudicate Read: 
ed. Fore iceing it is ſo, that in the true Church 
there may Men arile, and ſpeak Perverſe Things 
contrary to the Doctrine and Goſpel already 
received; What is to be the Place of thoſe, that 
hold the pure and Antient Truth? Muſt they 
look upon theſe perverſe Men ſtill, as their Bre- 
thren? Mult they cherith them as Fellow-Mem- 


bers, or muſt they judge, condemn and deny 


them? We mull 25 think, the Apoſtle wanted 
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Charity, who will have them Accurſed ; and 1674. 
that gave Hymenæus and Alexander over to Satan 
after that they had departed from the true Faith, „. 
that they might learn not to Blaſpheme. In d loſtane- 
ſhort, if we muſt (as our Oppoſers herein ac.“ 
knowledge) preſerve and keep thoſe, that are 
come to on the Truth, by the fame Means they 
were gathered and brought into it; we muſt not 
ceaſe to be plain with them, and tell them, When 
they are wrong; and by ſound Doctrine both Ex- 
hort and Convince Gain-ſayers. If the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt of Old, and the Preachers of the Everlaſt- 
ing Goſpel in this Day had told all People, howe- 
ver wrong they found them in their Faith and 
Principles, Our Charity and Love is ſuch, We dare of 
not jndge you, nor ſeparate from you; but let fs tale Love 
all live in Lovetogether,and every own enjoy bis own f 
Opinion, anũl all will be well: How thould the Nations 

have been? Orwhat Way canthey be brought to 

Truth and Righteouſneſs ? Would not the Devil love 

this Doctrine well, by which Darkneſs and Ig norance 

Error and Confuſion might ſtill continue in the 
Earth unreproved, and uncondemned? If it was 
needful then for the Apoſtles of Chriſt in the 

Days of Old to Reprove, without ſparing to tell 

the High- Prieſts and great Profeſſors among the 
Fews, That they were ſtubborn and ſtifneched, 

and always refefted the Holy Ghoſt, without beivg 
guilty of Impeſition and Oppreſſion, or want of 

true Love and Charity; and allo for thoſe Meſſen- 


and ery out againſt the Hireling Prieſts, and to 
tell the World openly both Profefſors and Pro- 
phane, That they were in Darkneſs and Ignorance, 
out of the Truth, Strangers and Aliens from tie 
Common-Wealth of Iſrael; if God has gathered a 
People by this Means into the Belief of one and 
the ſame Truth, Muſt not they, it they turn and 
depart from it, be Admonithed, Reproved and 
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1674. Condemned (yea, rather than thoſe, that are not I ftiz 
pet come tothe Truth) becauſe they crucify a- &r 
freſh unto themſelves the Lord of Glory, and. 1 
put him to open Shame? It ſeems, the Apoſtle Ch 
Judged it very needful, they ſhould be ſo dealt in 
with, Tit. 1. Io. when he ſays, There are many unru · ¶ pro 
ly and vain Talkers and Deceivers, eſpecially they of wit 
the Circumciſion, WHOSE MOUTHS MUST BE] ber 
STOPPED, &c. Were ſuch a Principle to be receiv'd I hou 
or believed, That in the Church of Chriſt no Man! I 
ſhould be Separated from, no Man condemned or I anc 
excluded the Fellowſhip and Communion of the anc 
Body for his Judgment or Opinion in Matter of tot 
Faith, Than what Blaſphemies ſo horrid, what] Bui 
Hereſies ſo damnable, what Doctrines of Devils, if: 
but might harbour it ſelf in the Church of Pri 
Chriſt? What need then of ſound Doctrine, if wer 
no Doctrine make unſound ? What need of con-Ejud 
—Jhe Inlet vineing and exhorting Gain-ſayers, if to gain- of 
er mr ſay be no Crime? Where ſhould the Unity of the Ge/ 
mination, Faith be? Were not this an Inlet to all Manner of the 
Abominat ion? And to make void the whole Ten- lide 
dency of Chriſt and his Apoſtles Doctrine? And I 
render the Goſpel of none Effect? And give a Li & 
hberty to the unconſtant and giddy Will of Man to o, 
Innovate, alter and overturn it at his Pleaſure? £4 
So that from all that is above-mentioned, we do 10e. 
fafely conclude, That where a People are gather. E 
ed together into the Belief of the Principles and I tha 
Doctrines of the Goſpel of Chriſt, if any of that Aſſ 
People ſhall go from their Principles, and aſſert Dec 
things falſe and Contrary, to what they have ſme! 
already received; ſuch as ſtand and abide firm in nor 
the Faith, have Power by the Spirit of God, af-Iſam 
ter they have uſed Chriſtian Endeavours to con- Ileſs 
vince and Reclaim them, upon their Obſtinacy fand 
to Separate from ſuch, and to Exclude them from | Tin 
their Spiritual Fellowſhip and Communion: For fand 
otherways if this be denied, farewel to all Chri- Jwa) 
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ſtianity, or to the maintaining of any ſound Do- 1674. 


ctrine in the Church of Chriſt. 5 | 
But Secondly, Taking it for granted, That the Queſt. II. 
Church of Chriſt or Aſſembly of Believers may 
in ſome Caſes, that are Matter of Conſcience, 
pronounce a poſitive Sentence and Fudgment 
without Hazzard of Impoſition upon the Mem- 
bers, it comes to be inquired ; In what Caſes, and 
how far this Power reacheth? . | 
I Anſwer, Firſt, As that which is moſt clear yſwer. 
and undeniable; In the fundamental Principles 
and Doctrines of Faith, in Caſe any ſhould offer 
to teach otherways,as is above declar'd and proved. 
But ſome may perhaps acknowledge that indeed, 
if any ſhould contradict the known and owned 
Principles of Truth, and teach otherways, it 
were fit to caſt out and exclude ſuch ; But what 
judgeſt thou as to leſſer Matters, as in Principles 
of leſs Conſequence, or in outward Ceremonies or 
Geſtures, Whether it be fit to Preſs Uniformity in 
theſe things? For Anſwer to this, it is fit to con- 
der. | . 0 : SE Conſide- 
Furſt, The Nature of the things themſelves. ration 1. 
F Secondly, The Spirit and Ground they procced 2. 
U. ̃ 8 


And Thirdly, The Conſequence and Tendency .. 


But before I proceed upon theſe, I affirm, and © 
that according to Truth, That as the Church and 
Aſſembly of God's People may and hath Power to 
Decide by the Spirit of God in Matters funda- 
mental and weighty (without which no Deciſion 
nor Decree in whatever Matters is available) ſo the 
lame Church and Aſſembly alſo in other Matters of 
leſs Moment, as to themſelves (yet being need ful e Pecifi 
and expedient with a Reſpect to the Circumance of ters of leis 
Time, Place and other things that may fall in) may ne Cn; 
and hath Power by the ſame Spirit, and not other- oll zatory. 
ways, being ated, moved and ajlifted, and led 
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Truth. 


1674. by it thereto, to pronounce a politive Judgment : 
LY V Which, no Doubt, will be found Obligatory up- 


5 Conſ. 1. 


on all ſuch, who have a Senſe and Feeling of the 
Mind of the Spirit; though rejected by ſuch, ag 
are not watchful, and ſo are out of the Feeling 
and Unity of the Life. And this is that, which 
none that own Immediate Revelation, or a being in- 
wardly led by the Spirit, to be now a thing expected 
or diſpenſed to the Saints, can without contradict- 
ing their own Principle deny; far leſs ſuch, with 
whom I have to do in this Matter, who claiming 
this Previledge to Particulars, ſaying, That they 
being moved to do ſuch and ſuch things, though con- 
trary tothe Mind and Senſe of their. Brethren, are 
not tobe judged for it; adding, Why may it not be 


ſo, that God hath moved them to it? Now, if this 


be a ſufficient Reaſon for them to ſuppoſe as to 
one or two, I may without Abſurdity ſuppoſe it 
as well to the whole Body. And therefore as to 
the Firſt, to wit, ä . 

The Nature of the Things themſelves. If it be 
ſuch a thing, the doing or not doing whereof, 
that is either any Act, or the Forbearance of any, 


again the may bring a real Reproach or Ground of Accu- 
Reproach of ſat ion aguinſt the Truth profeſſed and owned, 


and in and through which there may a viſible 
Schiſm and Diſſenſion ariſe in the Church, by 
which Truth's Enemies may be gratified, and at 
ſelf brought into Dißeſteem; then it is fit for 
ſuch, whoſe Care is to keep all right, to take In- 
ſpection in the Matter, to Meet together in the 
Fear of God, to wait for his Counſel, and to 
ſpeak forth his Mind, according as he ſhall mani- 
ſeſt himſelf in and among them. And this was 
the Practice of the primitive Church in the Mat-: 
ter of Circumciſion. For here lay the Debate: 
Some thought it not needful to circumciſe the 


Centiles; others, thought it a thing not to be 
diſpenſed with: And ng doubt, of theſe (for we 
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Jes, but ſuch as had already believed in Chriſt) SWW 


Manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved. Now what 


Therefore prayeth Chriſt, Thar they all may be 
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muſt remember, they were not the Rebellious 1674. 


there were, that did it out of Conſcience, as 
Judging Circumciſion to be ſtill obligatory, For 
they ſaid thus; Except ye be circumciſed after the 


Courſe took the Church of Antioch in theſe Caſes ? rhe Church 
Ace 15. 2. They determined, that Paul and Bar i Anti vo 
nabas, and certain other of them ſhould go unto Jeruſa- 

Jeruſalem, unto the Apoſtles and Elders about this (4m or Ad: 

Jueſtion. We muſt not ſuppoſe, they wanted the Eiders. 

the Spirit of God at Antioch, to have decided the 

Matter, neither that theſe Apoſtles neglected or 

went from their inward Guide in undertaking 

this Journey; yet we ſee, they judged it meet in P 
this Matter to have the Advice and Concurrence *%. 2 
of the Apoſtles and Elders, that were at Feruſa- Wo 
lem, that they might be all of one Mind in the 

Matter. For there is no greater Property of the 

Church of Chriſt, than pure Unity in the Spirit, 

that is, a Conſenting and Onenets in Judgment 

and Practices in Matters of Faith and Worſhip 

(which yet admits of different Meaſures, Growths 

and Motions, but never contrary and contradi- 

ctory Ones; and in theſe Diverſities of Opera- 

tions, yet ſtill by the ſame Spirit, the true Li- 
berty is exerciſed, as ſhall be declared hereafter:) 


One, as he and the Father is One. To which 
Purpoſe alſo let theſe following Scriptures be ex- 
amined: e 
Rom. 12. 16, Be of the ſame Mind one towards 
another. © EY. | 
1 Cor. f. 10. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, by 
the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak 
the ſame thing, and that there be no Diviſions a» 
mong you; but that ye be perfectly joined together 
in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Fudement. © 
Bb 4 Epheſ. 
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1674, Epheſ. 5. 21. Submitting your ſelves one to an- 
We WV other in the Fear of God. t 
Phil. 2. 2. Fulfil ye my Foy, that ye be likes || © 
minded, baving the ſame Love, being of one accord, F 
of one Mind. ; tk £ 
And yet more remarkable is that of the Apo- In 
ſtle Paul to the Philippians, Chap. 3. Verſ. 15. b 
Let ws therefore, as many as be perfect, be this t 
minded; and if in any thing ye be otherways mind- 
ed, God ſhall reveal even this unto you. 0 
Verſ. 16. Nevertheſs, whereto we have already b 
attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, let is mind g 
: the ſame thing. e ti 
Verl. 17. Brethren, be Followers together of o. 
me, and mark them which walk fo, as ye bave ws ff tl 
s for an Example. TE 15. 
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Pretenders $0 here, though the Apoſtle grants Forbear- tl 
and Innova- . . 
tors judged ance in things, wherein they have not yet at- a1 
by the Fou tained; yet he concludes, they muſt walk ſo, as a1 
er of God. . . 
they have him for an Example, and fo conſe- 
quently not contrary, orotherwiſe. And there- I p- 
fore we conclude, that whereas any in the Church 
of God pretending Conſcience or Revelation, ſhall J as 
ariſe to teach and practiſe (however inſignificant g. 
or ſmall in themſelves) whether Principles or |} az 
Practices, yet if they be contrary to ſuch, as || ſu 
are already received as true, and confirmed by ] in 
God's Spirit in the Hearts of the Saints, and that I ſo 
the introducing of theſe Things tend to bring | hz 
Reproach upon the Truth, as ſuch, as are not | ar 
edifying in themſelves, and ſo ſtumble the Weak; || th 
thoſe who have a true and right Diſcerning, may | w; 
in and by the Power of God authorizing them : 
(and no otherways) Condemn and Fudge ſuch || in 
Things: And they ſo doing it, it will be Obli- ce 
gatory upon all the Members, that have a true || -:; 
Senſe, becauſe they will feel it to be fo, and there- D. 
fore ſubmit to it. And thus far as to the Nature | on 
af the mſelves. | | | 45 Hae 
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Secondh, As to the Spirit and Ground they pro: 1674. 
What ſoever Innovation, Difference 
or divers Appearance, whether in Doctrine ap "0. 
Practice, proceedeth not from the pure Moving of whae pro- 
the Spirit of God, or is not done out of pure Tender- gon nor 
neſs of Conſcience, but either from that, which Spirit of 
being puft up, affecteth Singularity, and there 3 
through would be obſerved, commended and ex e ne 
Ited; or from that, which is the Malignity of 
— Humours and Natural Tempers, which will 
be contradicting without Cauſe, and ſecretly be- 
getting of Diviſions, Animoſities and Emula- 
tions, by which the Unity and unfeigned Love 
of the Brethren is leſſened or rent; I ſay, all 
things proceeding from this Root and Spirit, 
however little they may be ſuppoſed to be of 
themſelves, are to be guarded againſt, withſtood 
and denied, as hurtful to the true Church's Peace, 
and a Hinderance to the Proſperity ot, Truth. 

If it be ſaid, How &now ye that theſe Things 
proceed from that Ground? 

For Anſwer, I make not here any Application 
as to particular Perſons or Things; but if it be 
granted (as it cannot be denied) that there may 
ariſe Perſons in the-true Church, that may do 
ſuch things from ſuch a Spirit, though pretend- | 
ing Conſcience and Tenderneſs; then it muſt al. ꝓue spirit ot 
ſo be acknowledged, that ſuch, to whom ot Diſcerning in 
hath given a true Diſcerning by his Spirit, may — 
and ought to judge ſuch Practices, and the Spirit Franſzreſ- 
they come from, and have no Unity with them.“ 
which if it be owned in the General, proves the 
Caſe, to wit, That ſome pretending Conſcience 
in Things ſeeming indifferent, but yet it pro- 
ceeding in them from a Spirit of Singularity, E- 
mulation or Striſe, thoſe that have received a 
Diſcerning thereof from the Lord, may and 
ought to judge the Tranſgreſſors, without being 
accounted Impoſers, Oppreſſors of Conſcience, 2 

"= 2 


* 


DV Chriſt : againſt which the Apoſtle alſo guardeth 
the Churches of Old. 


or Vain Glory; ; but in Lowlineſs of Mind let each 
 efteem other BETTER THAN THEM: 
SELVES. 


| very Man alſo on the Things of others. 
| Now, if it-be an Evil to do any thing out of 
Strife; then ſuch things that are ſeen ſo to be 


So that we are confident, our Judgment herein 
| cannot be dented, or reputed Erroneous; except 
Pretenders it be ſaid, That none will or can arſe in the Church 
kar rit: which I know not any that will, it being 
Saint. contrary to the expreſs Propheſi ies of the Scrip- 
ture, and the Experience of the Church in all 
Ages, as may appear from Mar. 24. 24. Ads 15. 
54. 1 Tin. 4. 5. 211m, 3.8. 13. 21 22. 
Diſcerners of 2 ret. 2. 19. Or on the other Hand, that thoſe 
Bvils ro fe. that abide Faithful, and have a Diſcerning of 
wm— thoſe Evils, ought to be ſilent, and never ought 
to reprove and gain-{tand them, nor yet warn and 
guard others againſt them; and that it is a Part 
of the commendable Unity of the Church of 
Chriſt, to ſuffer all ſuch Things without taking 
Notice of them. I know none will ſay ſo; but 
if there be any ſo fooliſh, as to affirm it, let them 
conſider theſe Scriptures, Gal. 2. 4. 1 Tim. 1. 20. 
2 Tim. 2. 24, 25. Tit. 1. 9, 10, II. 


contrary, ſuch Evils have been, and may be found 
to creep in among the People of God, and that 
ſuch as ſee them, may and ought to reprove 
them; then neceſſarily the doing fo, is neither 
Impofition, Force nor Oppreſſion. 
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ab! Inforcers of Uniformity, contrary to the Mind of 


Phil. 2. 3, 4. Let nothing be done through Strife 
Look not every Man on bis own. Things; but Co 
done, are they not to be avoided and forſaken ? 


may ariſe, of Chriſt, pretending ſuch things from ſuch a Spi- 


Now If none of theſe hold e; but on FRG 
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* 


avoided: According to that of the Apoſtle, ihren to be 


whereby they become difunited and ſeparated 


are ſent forth of the Lord to ſcatter here, that 


As to the Third, concerning the Conſequence 1574. 
and Tendency of them, it is moſtly included in 
the two former: for whatſoever tendeth not to Cn. 3. 
Edification; but on the contrary to Deſtruction, sowers of 
and to beget Diſcord among Brethren, is to be mog bre. 
Rom. 16. 17. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, mark voided. 
them, which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, con- 

irary to the Doitrine- which ye have learned, and 

avoid them. way oC: Yr 5 

And ſince there is no greater Mark of the Peo- 

ple ef God, than to be at Peace among them- . To follow 
ſel cs; whatſoever tendeth to break that Bond of bur e 
Love and Peace, muſt be teſtified againſt. Let 
it be oblerved, I ſpeak always of the Church of 
Chriſt zndeed, and deal with ſuch, as are of an- 
other Mind: not as reckoning only falſe Churches 
not to have this Power, but denying it even to 


the true Church of Chriſt, as judging it not fit 
for her ſo to act, as in Relatioꝶ to her Members. 
For though Chriſt be the Princeof Peace, and 
doth moſt of all commend Love and Unity to his 
Diſciples; yet I alio know, he came not to fend 
Peace, but a Sword, that is, in dividing Man 
from the Luſts and Sins he hath been united to. 
And alſo it is the Work of his Diſciples and 
Meſſengers to break the Bands and Unity of the 


. 


— To the 


Wicked, wherein they are banded againſt God de e 


the Bandyof 
and his Truth, and the Confederacy of ſuch as the Wick 
ſtand in Unrighteouſneſs, by inviting and bring- 
ing as many as will obey, unto Righteouſneſs ; 


from their Companions, with whom they were 
centered, and at Peace in the contrary and cur- prov. 20.26. 
ſed Nature. And indeed, bleſſed are they, that | 


they may gather intothe Unity of the Life: And 
they are bleſſed, that in this Reſpect, even for 
Righteouſneſs lake are ſcattered and ſeparated 
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1674. from their Brethren; that they {may come to 


GY WV know the Brotherhood and Fellowſhip which is in 
the Light; from which none ought to ſcatter, nor 


to be ſcattered, but be more and more gathered 


thereunto. And this leads me to what I propo- 

ſed in the Third Place under this Head of the True 

Churches Power in Matters Spiritual, or Purely Con- 
ſeientiors ,, which may be thus objeced: 

Queſt. 3. If thou plead ſo much for an Oneneſs in the 


ſmalleſt Matters, wherein conſiſteth the Freedom 


and Liberty of the Conſcience, which may be,exer- 
ciſed by the Members of the true Church di 
without judging one another ? > WW 


aafver. In Anſwer to this Propoſition, I affirm, 
in general; That whatſoever Things may be ſup- 
poſed to proceed from the ſame Spirit, though 
divers in its Appearance, tending, to the ſame 
End of Edification, and which in the Tendency 


of it layeth not a* real Ground for Diviſion or 


Diſſention of Spirit, Fellow- Members ought not 
only to bear one andther, but ſtrengthen one an- 
other in them. : 5 
Now the Reſpects wherein this may be, I can 
deſcribe no better than the Apoſtle Paul doth 
Principally in two Places, which therefore will 
be fit to conſider at Length for the Opening of 


this Matter; this being one of the weightieſt 


Points pertaining to this Subject. Becauſe as on 


the one Hand dye Forbearance ought to be exer- 


ciſed in its right Place; ſo on the other, the 
many Devices and falſe Pretences of the Enemy 
cree ping in here, ought to be guarded againſt. 


Place 1. The firſt ie, 1 Cor. 12. from Verſe 4. to 31. 


irerſitiesof this s 


Gifts, Admi- 3 ä i . ; 
8 5 1 8 . * Fr 5 * | #4 
nfirations Verſ. 4. Now there are Diverſities of Gifts, Gut . 


2nd Opera- the fame Spirit. 3 
the fame Spi- Verl. 5. And there are Differences of Admini- 
rit makes 00 trations, but the ſame Lord. | 4; 


Diviſion. erf. 
| 5 Vert. 


Fa, % 


I were the Body © 


0078, 0 — ———— — . — 
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Verl. 6. And iperes are Diverſities of Opera- 1674. 
tions, but it is the ſame God which wor eth all in all. 
Verſ. 7. But the Manifeſtation of the Spirit is 
given to every Man to profit withal. 
Verſ. 8. For to one is given by the Spirit the N wed 
of Wiſdom, to another the Word of Knowledge by 


the ſame Spirit; 
Verſ. 9. To another Faith by the Jame Spirit, to 


3 1 Wie) i ** 8 * 1 Fog IIS th. 


another the Gifts of Healing by the ſame Spirit, 


Verſ. 10. To another the Working of Miracles, 
to gaotber Prophecy, to another Diſcer ning of Spi- 
riil to another divers kinds of 1 Ongues, 10 an- 
ot he the Interpretation of Tongues. 
erſ. 11. But all theſe worketh that one and the 
ſelf-ſame n dividing to every Man /everally, as 
he will. 

Verl. 12. For: as the Body is One, 

many Members, and all the Members of 

Body being many, are One Ar ſo alſs is Chriſt, concur tothe 
Verl. 13. For by One Spirit,are we all baptized oe 

into One Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 

whether we be bond or free ; and have been all made 

to drink into One Spirit. 

Verſ. 14. For the Body is not Ore Member, ON 
many. 

Verſ. 15. If the Foot ſhall fay, becauſe I am not 
the Hand, Tam not of the Body; is it therefore not 


and hath As many 


that One Members ia 
one Body 


of the Bod) 5 


Verſ. 25 And if the Ear ſhall ſay, becauſe I am 
not the Eye, I am not of the Body; is it not there- 
fore of the Body? 

Verf. 17. i the whole Body were an „ Eye, where 
were the Hearing? If the eohole were Hearing, 
where were the Smelling © 

Verſ. 18. Bat now bath God ſet the Members 

pens BY one of them in the Body, az it hath pleaſed 


Ver 19. Aud 5 the) were all one Menier, where 
Verſ. 


— 


FRA 4 
12 
3 4 23* 
G * "It 
bd "4 =# * 
dy U 1 1 
$7: £36 
\ r 
* 271 
2775 
1 
W 3 l 
| $0 
'Y; z q 
| 3 
1 4 . 
N TZ i 
F 3&6 
| F x 
1 14 
+ i x 7 
q 1 
z = 3 5 
e 
13 : 
5 WT .; 53 
* . 7 1 £ 
a 4 by + 
q 14 
1 "4 ps 
« 4 Mi 
7 7 F 
* 1 
4 0 | 
8 Þ 
4: 
9 4. 
, 194 
SF” 
y., {4 
4 , 1 1 
81 / 
f 4 0 
it 9 4 
44 
1 I + 3 
k d 
a! A 
41 
F 1 
* 2 
54487! 
8 \ 
L109: 
LI 1 ' 
Lg! 
+. & l 
i | ; 
17 7 
"Tt 
* 
Es 3! 
7 1 
11 
4 155 
q 1 
1 
= 
o * 
75 11 ; 
At $ 
7 1 a j 
: 15 : » W 
11 1 
in 
ee 1 
i 1 
9 
* 


The anarchy ok the Ranters, 8c. See, II. 


Verſ. 20. But now are they many Members, yer | 


but one Body ? 

Verſ. 21. And the Eye cannot Jay. unto the Hand, 
I have no need of the; nor again, the Head to the 
Feet, I have no need of y ou : 


Verſ. 22. Nay, much more thoſe Membevs of. the 


Body, which ſeem to be more feeble, are neceſſary : 

Verſ. 23. And thoſe Members of the Body, which 
we think to be leſs honourable, upon theſe we beſtow 
more abundant Honour, and our ancomely Parts 
bave more abundant Comelineſs. | 33 

Verſ. 24. For our comely Parts have nd 
but God hath tempered the Bedy together, Ming 
given more abundant Honour to that Part ieh 
lacked : 

Verſ. 25. That there ſhould be no Schiſm' in the 
Body; but that the Members ſhould have tbe ſame 
Care one of another. 

Verſ. 26. And®hether one Member ſuffer, all 


the Members ſuffer with it; or one Member be ho- 


nqured, all the Members rejoyce with it. 

Verſ. 27. Now ye are the Body of Chriſt, and 
Members in particular : 

Verſ. 28. And God bath ſet ſome in the Church, 
firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly Teach- 
ers, after that 1 then Gifts of Healing, 


Helps, Governments, Diver ties for Tongues. 


Verſ. 29. Are all Apoſiles £ Are all 1 7 
Are all Teachers? Are all Workers of Miracles? 

Verſ. 30. Have all the Gifts of Healing? Do all 
ſpeak with Tongues © Do all interpret ? 

Which I would not have ſet down at large, 
but that there be ſome fo careleſs (eſpecially in 
Matters they like not) that they will ſcarce be at 
the Pains ſeriouſly to read over a Citation only 
named; and that alſo this being preſented be- 
fore the Reader in the Current of the Diſcourſe, 


will fix the Nature of my Application the more 


in his Underſtanding. For the Apoſtle ſhews 
here 


JJ T iO ITO OI YT. We iy 5  W.  wih. 


% a 


| | 5 
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„ yet | here the Variety of the Operations of the divers 1674. 
I | Members of the Body of Chriſt, working to one {M2 
Jand, and the ſame End; as the divers Members of a the brands 
to the | Man's Body towards the maintaining and uphold- i 
I ing of the whole. 88 | 
Now theſe are not placed in contrary Work- 
ings, for ſo they would deſtroy one another; and 
ſo the Apoſtle in the ordering of them in three 
ſeveral Kinds proves this. Firſt, Diver/ities of 
Gifts. Secondly, Differences of Adminiſtrations, 
Thirdly, Diverſities of Operations: And that 
which is the Bond that keeps the Oneneſs, here 
he alſo mentions, to wit, The ſame Spirit, the 
ſame Lord, the ſame God: The Apoſtle names no- 
thing of Contrariety or Oppoſition. But leſt a- 
ny ſhould be ſo Critical, as to bring in here the 
School-Diſtinction of Contrarium Uppoſitum and 
Contradifformm ; I {hall not deny, but Contrari- 
ety or Oppoſition in the Senſe it is ſometimes ta- 
ken, may be found in the Body without Schi/m + 
As the comely Parts may be ſaid to be Oppoſite or 
Contrary to the Uncomely, or the left Hand con- 
trary to the right, or the Foot oppoſite to the 
Head, as the uppermoſt Part to the undermoſt; or xo contra- 
the Doing a thing is contrary to the Forbearangriety inehe 
of it; but as for that which is acknowledged to Chrit. 
; be Propoſitions or Termini Contradifforn, that is 
hets ? Contradictory Propoſutions, which are in themſelves 
es? irreconcilable, whereof one muſt be {till wrong, 
Do all and that ſtill deſtroy one another, and work con- 
trary Effects, they are not at all admitted, nor 
large, | ſuppoſed to be in the Body of Chriſt; as I ſhall 
ly in give in one Inſtance, Verſ. 8. To one is gie by inſtances 
ebeat | rhe Spirit the Word of Wiſdom, to another the 
only | Word of Knowledge by the fame Spirit: Firit, here 1. 
ed be- are 7 different Gifts, but not contrary. Seconds 2. 
ourſe, | /y, There may ſomething like Contrariety in the = 
more | Sence afore- mentioned, be here ſuppoſed; as, 
ſhews | ſome may want this Gift of Viſdom and Anow- 
here | . 
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Diverſities 
ot Works 
and Opera- 
tions in the 
Body. 


Pl 


Place 2. 


— 


1674. ledge, and ſo to have 18 contrary 70 want (though 
as to theſe two, none may be abſolutely ſaid to 


want them; yet all have them not in the ſame 
Degree, as a ſpecial Git; though as to ſome, Gifts 
there may be an abſolute Want, as that of Mi- 
racles and Interpretation of Tongues.) But ſhould 
I ſuppoſe ſuch a Contrariety, or more properly 


a Contradiction, as to Wiſdom to oppoſe Holly, and 


to Knowledge Utter Ignorance; this were an Op- 
poſition not to be admitted of the Body, be- 


cauſe it were falſe to ſuppoſe, that to proceed 
from the ſame Spirit. And ſuch Contrarieties or 


Diverſiies, as cannot juſtly be ſuppoſed to pro- 
ceed from the ſame Spirit of God, which 1s the 
Bond that links together, cannot be mutually en- 
tertained in the Body. So the Differences and 
Diverſities, which the Apoſtle admits of, while 
he ſpeaks largely in this Matter, are, That none 
ought to be offended at his Brother, that he bath 
net the ſame Work and Office in the Body, that be 
hath: but that every ane keep in his own Place, ax 
God bath appointed them; that neither them that 
are ſet in a higher Flace, deſpiſe them that are ſet 
in a lower; nor them that are ſet in a lower, 


grudge and repine at ſuch as are ſet higher : but 


all work in their proper Place towards the Edifica- 
ion of the Whole. And that the Apoſtle intends 
this, is manifeſt, where he draws to a Concluſion, 


Verſ. 27. Now ye are the Body of Chrift and Mem- 
bers in particular, and God hath ſet ſome in the. 


Church, firſt, 4poſiles, Secondly Prophets, &c. and 
then he ſubſumes, Are all Apoſtles £ &c. 1 


Which the fame Paul again confirms, Epheſ. 4. 


8, 11. to the 175th, which was the ſecond Place 


I intended; and ſhall only mention for Brevity's - 


ſake, leaving the Reader to conſider of it at his 
Leiſure, 


This is alſo held forth by the Beloved Diſciple 


Job in his Threefold Diſtinction, I Fob. 2.12, * 
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Of Fathers, Toung Men, and little Children: And 1674. 


by Peter, 1 Pet. 5.1,5, in that of Elders and WW 


Tounger, The true Liberty then in the Church bf. 


other in theſe different Places; but live in Love 
together, all minding the Unity and general Good 
of the Body, and to work their own Work in 

| Alſo the Forbearance of the 
Saints 1s exerciſed, whenas they judge not one an- 
other for being found in the different Appearance 
either of Doing or Forbearing; which may be pe- 
culiar to their ſeveral Places and Stations in the 


The rrue 


- ® : ol S Libe 0 
Chriſt is exerciſed, whenas one judgeth not an- the Churc 


he Church, 


Body: For that there is and may be Diverſities Diverfitie 
of Works there, is excellently well expreſſed by N 


the Apoſtle, viz. | 

Rom. 12. 3. For I ſay through the Grace given 
unto me, to every Man that is among you, not to 
think of himſelf more highly, than he ought to 
think, but to think ſoberly, according as God bath 
dealt to every Man the Meaſure of Faith. 

Verſ. 4. For as we have many Members in one 
Body, and all Members have not the ſame Office; 
Verſ. 5. So we being many, are one Body in 
Chriſt, and every one Members one cf another. 

Verſ. 6. Having then Gifts differing, according 
to the Grace that is given to as, whether Prophecy,” 
let 15 Fropheſy according to the Proportion of 
Faith : 

Verf. * Or Ainiſtry, let us wait on our Mini. 
ſtring ; or be that teacheth, on leaching : 

Verſ. 8. Or be that Exhorteth, on Exhortation : 
He that giveth, let him do it wth Simplicity ; hethat 


the Apoſtle; 


Ruleth, with Diligence; he that ſheweth Mercy, , 


with Cheerfulneſs. 8 
4 If any then ſhould quarrel with his Brother, 


for exerciſing that which belongeth to the Office 
of the Body, Chriſt hath called him to, and 
would force him to exerciſe the ſame Oflice he 
doth, though he be not called to it; here is a 


Ce. Breach 
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394 The anarchp of the Kanters, &c. Sect. VI 
1674. Breach of Chriſtian Liberty, and an Impoſing 


The Breach twotold Reſpect : Either when any Perſon or Per- 
. ſons aſſume another or an higher Place in the 
aud Schiſns. Body, than God will have them to be in, and ſo 
exerciſe an Office; or go about to perform that 
which they ought not to do; or when- as any 
truly exerciſing in their Place, which God hath 
given them, others riſe up and judge them, and 
would draw them from it: both of which Caſes 
have been, and may be ſuppoſed to fall out in 
the Church of Chriſt, As 1 Cor. 4. 3, 4. where 
{ome judged Paul wrongouſly: 3 John 9. where 
one exalting himſelf above his Place, judged, 
whom he ought not. We ſee then, what Diver- 
{ities be moſt nſnally in the Church of God, con- 
ſiſting in the Difference of the Gift proceeding 
from the ſame Spiritz and in the divers Places, 
that the ſeveral Members have in the {ame Body 
for the Edification of it; and every one being 
here in his own Station, 1s ſtanding therein, 1s 
his Strength and Perfection; and to be in another, 
though higher and more eminent, would but 
* weaken and hurt him: And ſo in this there ought 
to be a mutual Forbearance, that there may nei- 
ther bea Coveting nor Aſpiring on the one Hand, 
nor yet a Deſpiſing or Condemning on the other. 


vearnmcen is moſt ordinary and univerſal (and for the Exer- 


* 


long as there is any Gathering or Church of 

; Chriſt upon the Earth) there is a certain Liber- 
ty and Forbearance alſo, that is more particular, 

and has a Relation to the Circumſtance of Times 

and Places, which will not hold univerſally ; 
whereof we have the Example of the primitive 
Church, teſtified by the Scriptures. in two or 
three Particulars. The firſt was, In ſuffering Cir- 
exmciſion 19 the Jews jor a Time, and not . 

| 3 | at 


upon it. Now all Schiſms and Jars fall out in this 


At of For- But beſides the Forbearance of this Nature, which 


tive Church, Ciſe whereof there is and will ſtill be a Need, ſo 
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but alſo divers iber Ihe Legal and Ceremo- 1674. 


Aces 21. ver. 21, 22, 23, 24, Cc. The ſecond was 
In the Obſervation of ceriain Days, Rom. 14. 5. 
And the third, In the Abſtaining from Meals, 
1 Cor. 8, throughout: Here the Apoſtle perſwades 
to and recommends a Forbearance, becauſe of the 
Weakneſs of ſome; for he ſays not any where, 
nor can it be found in all the Scriptures of the 
Goſpel, that theſe Things ſuch weak Ones were 
exerciſed in, were Things indiſpenſably neceſla- 
ry, or that it had been better for them, they 
had not been under ſuch Scruples, providing, it 
had been from a Principle of true Clearneſs, and 
ſo of Faith. 55 , 

Next again, Theſe Acts of Forbearance were aac of tw 
done in a Condeſcenſion to the Weakneſs of ſuch, even * 
upon whom the Antient (and truly deſerved in 8 
its Seaſon) Veneration of the Law had ſuch a lav. 
deep Impreſſion, that they could not yet diſpenſe 
with all its Ceremonies and Cuſtoms: And to 
ſuch the Apoſtle holds forth a twotold Forbear- 
ance. | 

Firſt, A certain Compliance by ſuch Believers, 
as were gathered out from the Fews: though To e,, 
they ſaw over theſe things, yet it was fit they 
ſhould condeſcend ſomewhat to their Country- 


men and Brethren, who were weak. 


Secendiy, The like Forbearance in the Gentiles, 2% _ 
not to judge them in theſe Things: but we ſee, T9 Gertt'cs, 
that it was not ailowed for ſuch weak Ones to 
propagate theſe Scruples, or draw others into 
them; and that when-as any of the Churches of 
of the Gentiles, who wanted this Occafion, would 
have been exerciſing this Liberty, or- pleading 
for it, the Apoſtle doth down-rightly condemn it, 
as I ſhall make appear in all the three Inſtances a- 
bove-ment1ioned.. | Wn: 

Firſt, In that of Circumciſion, Gal. 5. 2, 4. ! 


y Ot 8 
Ge 2 8 Be hold, eon 


Inial Purifications and Cuſtoms, as may appear 
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1674. Bebold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be Cir- 

cunciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing; Chriſt # 

become of none Effect unto you : Whoſoever of 

you are juſtified by the Law, ye are fallen from 
Grace. eo ju. 

Can there be any thing more poſitive? Might 

not ſome here have pretended Tenderneſs of Con- 

ſcience, and have ſaid, Though tbe Decree of the 

Apoſtles do diſpenſe with Circumciſion in me; yet 

if I find a Scruple in my ſelf, and a Deſire to it 

out of Tenderneſs, why. ſhould it be an Evil in me 

to do it, more than in the Jews that believe? We 

ſee, there is no Room left here for ſuch Rea- 

ſoning. 1 

Oed. Secondly, As to Obſervations, Gal. 4g, 10, II. 

tio ot Might not they have anſwered, Whar if we re. 

gard a Day to the Lord, muſt we not then? Are 

not theſe thy own Words? We ſee, that did not 

hold here, becauſe in them 1t was a Returning to 

the Heggarl Elements. 
int. 3. Thirdly, As to Mcats, 1 Tim. 4. 3. Here we ſee, 
Ot Meats. that is accounted a Doctrine of Devils; which 


And therefore now, and that in the general Re- 
ſpect, he gives this Reaſon, Verſ. 4. For every 
Creature of God is good, and nothing to be refuſed, 
if it be received with Thankſgiving of them that 
believe, and know the Truth, So we' ſee, that in 
- theſe particular Things there is great need of 
Warinels in the Church of Chriſt ; for that ſome- 
times Forbearance under a Pretence of Liberty 
may be more hurtful, than down-right Fudging, 
I ſuppoſe, if any ſhould ariſe, and 8 Con- 
ſcience, and claim a Liberty for C:rcumei 


And ſo as to Days and Meats, how do the Gene- 
rality of Proteſtants judge it? Though I deny 
not, but there may and ovght to be a mntual 

Og | For- 


in another Reſpect was Chriſtian Forbearanct. 


8 ſion and] 
the Purifcations of the Law, whether all Chri- 
ſtians would not with one Voice condemn it?, 
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ſt as Forbearance'in the Church of Chriſt in certain 167 
r of ſuch Caſes, which may fall in; and a Liberty N 
Jom Fthere is in the Lord, which breaks not the Peace $ 

of the true Church : but in ſuch Matters (as I | 
bſerved at large before) both the Nature of the g 
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EE | | 
ve 7e. OEeing then, it may fall out in the Church of 
) Chriſt, that both ſome may aſſume another 
lace in the Body than they ought, and others 
ay lay claim to a Liberty, and pretend Con- 
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Or* any one may Ha ve, or have had in the Body of 


aſion from whence, and their Conſequence and 


4. 


hings, the Spirit they come from, and the Oc- 


endency is to be carefully obferved. 


Lees Mut ion the Wrong is not to be tolerated, 
Which Queſtio g o be tolerated 


be judged : The Queſtion will ariſe, ho zs the Head nn. 


Ping the only Unerring, Infallible and Certain God the 


SECTION VII. 


Concerning the Power of DEC ISION. 


jence in things they ought not, and that with- 


t to be teſtified againſt, however ſpecious its 
ppearance may be; and that it muſt and ought 


oper Fudge or Judges, in whom reſideth the Power Propofition 
deciding this Controverſy * And this is that, 2: 
hich T undertook in the next Place to treat of, 

being the Specifick Difference, and diſtinguiſh- 

g Property of the Church of Chriſt from all o- 

er Autichriſtian Aſſemblies and Churches of 
an's Building and Framing. „„ 
To give a ſhort, and yet clear and plain An- 
er to this Propoſition : The only proper Fudge 
Controverſies in the Church, #s the Spirit of 
%, and the Power of deciding ſolely lies iu it; as ae e 


7 . „ite Z t proper judge 
dement belonging to it : which Infallibility is not clan 
eſſarily annexed to any Perſons, Perſon or Places verũes in 
oc ver, by Virtue of any Office, Place or Sta- the Church. 


7 


C. 3 Chriſt 
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398 Che anarchy of the Kanters, &c. Sed. Vir | 
1674 Chrift, That is to ſay, that any have Ground to 


A V reaſon thus, Becauſe I am or have been ſuch an 
| eminent Member, therefore my Fudgment is *nfal- 
lible ; or, Becauſe we are the greateſt Number 

2 or, that Me live in ſuch a Noted or Famous Place, 

. or the like: Though ſome of theſe Reaſons may 

| and ought to have their true Weight in Caſe of 
_ Contradidory Aſſertions (as ſhall hereafter be obſer- 

ved) yet not ſo, as upon which either mainly or 

only the Infallible Judgment is to be placed; but 


1 upon the Spirit, as that which is the firm and un- 
. 7 moveable Foundation. 


And now if I ſhould go on no further, IT have 
{41d enough to vindicate us from FMPOSTITIO NM, 
and from the Tyranny, whether of FPopery, Prelacy, 

or Presbytery, or any ſuch like we have or may 
be branded with; as ſhall after appear. 
But to proceed: Herein lies the Difference be- 
twixt the Diſpenſation of the Law, and the Goſ. 
pel or New Covenant ; for that of Old all An 
ſwers were to be received from the Prieſts in the 
Tabernacle, For he, that appeared betwixt thi 
Ero. 25. 22, Cherubims there, ſpake forth his Mind to the 
dan , d. People; and there were alſo Families of the Pro 
e ab phets, to whom they reſorted for the Anſwer of 
2 Chr-n-15. the Lord (though ſometimes as a Signification of 
Johs 6. 45 the further Glory, that was to be revealed, it 


leb. 1. 1, 2. pleaſed God to reveal his Mind to ſoine, even tc 


them, who were neither Prophets nor Prophet 8 


Sons) but under the Goſpel, we are all to b 
taught of God, that is, none are excluded fro 
his Priviledge by not being of the Tribe of Lew 
or of the Children of the Prophets : Though thi 
Priviledge is as truly exerciſed in ſome by a 
fenting and obeying, to what God Command 
nd Reveals through others (they feeling Unit 
with it in the Life) as by ſuch, who by the. Re 


velation and Command of God's Spirit hold forth 
his Will to his People in certain Particular 
| ww hic 
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which the ſame Spirit leads and commands them 1674. 
to obey. So that we ſay, and that with a very 
good Ground, that it is no way Inconſiſtant 

with this ſound and unerring Principle, to af- 

firm, That the Judgment of a certain Perſon or Judgment 
Perſons in certain Caſes is Infallible, or for Prana £ 
certain Perſon or Perſons to give a poſitive Judg- fromthe 
ment, and pronounce it as Obligatory upon ©: fable. 
thers, becauſe the Foundations and Ground there-, 

of is not becauſe they are infallible, but becauſe 


— 


in theſe Things, and at that Time they were led 


by the Infallible Spirit. And therefore it will 
not ſhelter any in this Reſpect to pretend, I am 
not bound to obey the Diltates of fallible Man; Is © 
not this Popery, I not being perſwaded in my ſelf * 
Becauſe it is not to be diſobedient to them, but 

to the Judgment of Truth through them at ſuch 

a Time; and one or more there not being perſwad- 
ed, may as probably proceed from their being 
hardned, and being out of their Place, and in 
an Incapacity to hear the Requirings, as that 
the Thing is not required of them; which none 
can deny, but it may as well be ſuppoſed, as the 
Contrary. But for the further clearing of this 
Matter, before I conclude, I ſhall not doubt both 


to affirm and prove theſe following Fropoſitions, - 

Firſt, That there never will, nor can be want- , que, 1. 
ing in Caſe of Controverſy, the Spirit of God to | 
give Judgment through fame or other 1n the 
Church of Chriſt, ſo long as any Aſſembly can 
properly, or in any tolerable Suppoſition be fo 
termed. e 

Secondly, That God hath ordinarily, in the 
communicating of his Will under his Goſpel, im- 
ployed ſuch, whom he had made uſe of in ga- 
thering of his Church, and infeeding and watch- 
ing over them; though not excluding others. 

Thirdly, That their de Faclo, or effectual Meet- ggert, 2. 
ing together, and giving a poſitive Judgment in 

55 c 4 1 ſuch 
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400 Che Anarchy of the Ranters, &c. Sect. VII. 
1674. ſuch Caſes, will not import Tyranny and Uſurpa- 
tion, or an Inconſiſtancy with the Univerfal 

Priviledge, that all Chriſtians have, to be led by 
the Spirit ; neither will the Pretences of any con- 
tradicting them, or refuſing to ſubmit upon the 
Account they ſee it not, or ſo, excuſe them from 
being really guilty of diſobeying God. 
Aſert. 1. For the Firſt, to thoſe that believe the Scrip- 
. Proved. ture, there will need no other Probation, than 
that of Matt. 28. 20. Aud lo, I am with you al- 
way even untothe End of the World. And Ver. 18. 

And the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 
| Now if the Church of Chriſt were ſo deſtitute 
The 11falli- of the Spirit of God, that in Caſe of Difference 
he hre there were not any found, that by the Infallihle 


the Gates off 02 a 2 4 | 
Hell camot Spirit could give a certain Judgment. ; Would not 


prevail a- 


gat. then the Gates of Hell prevail againſt it? For 
5 where is Strife and ir) ter and no effectual 
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Way to put an End to it? there not only the Gates, 

but the Courts and inner Chambers of Darkneſs 

prevail; for where Envy and Strife is, there is 
Confuſion and every Evil Work. 

But that there may be here no Ground of Mi- 

ſtake, cr Suppolition, that we were annexing In- 

Jallibility to certain Perſons, or limiting the 

Church to ſuch; I underſtand not by the Church, 

every particular Gathering or Aſſembly, circum- 

{cribed to any particular Country or City: For 

Il will not refuſe, but divers of them, both apart 

and together, if not Eſtabliſhed in God's Power, 

Te ES may Err. Nor yet do I lay the abſolute Streſs 

People=/ upon & general Aſſembly of Perſons, as ſuch, 

picked and choſen out of every one of thoſe 

particular Churches; as if what the Generality 

or Plurality of thoſe Conclude upon, were 

neceſſarily to be {ſuppoſed to be the Infallible ſudg- 

ment of Truth: Though to ſuch an Aſſembly of 

Perſons truly. ſtated (as they ought) in God's 
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rpa- | ſuch Caſes; and yet may, as the moſt probable 164. 
ral | Way (which ſhall be ſpoken of hereafter : ) Yet WW 
1 by B ſuch, as are a meer Aſſembly, is not concluſive. | 
con- | Nor yet do I underſtand by the Church, every 
the | Gathering or Aſſembly of People, who/may hold 
rom | ſbund and true Principles, or have /a Form of Haring 

Truth; for ſome may loſe the Life and Power of Truth. 
crip- | Godlineſs, who notwithſtanding may retain the 
than | Form or Notions-of things, but yet are to be 
; al- | turned away from, becauſe in ſo far (as I obſerved 
r. 18. | before) as Sanctification, to wit, thoſe that are 
it. ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, make the Church, and 
tute | give the right, Definition to it: Where that is 
rence | wholly wanting, the Church of Chriſt ceaſeth to 
Ilthle ] be; and there remains nothing but a Shadow 
not | without Subſtance. Such Aſſemblies then are 
For || like the dead Body, when the Soul is departed, 
cual | which is no more fit to be converſed with; be- 
Fates, | cauſe it corrupts, and proves noi ſom to the Liv- 
kneſs | ing. But by the Church of Chriſt I underſtand 
ere is || all thoſe, that truly and really have received 

and hold the Truth, as it js in ſeſus, and are in 
Mi- | Meaſure ſanctified, or ſanctifying in and by the 
ig H- Power and Virtue thereof working in their inward the true 
2 the | Parts: and this may be made up of divers diſtinct lurch. 
urch, | Gatherings or Churches in ſeveral Countries or Na- 
cum- || tions: I ſay, ſo long as theſe or any of them do 
For | retain that, which juſtly entitles them he 
apart | Church or Churches of Chriſt, (which they may be 
ower, truly calld)'though there may fall out ſome Diffe- 
Streſs | rences, Diviſionsor Schiſms among them: As we 
ſuch, | may ſee, there was no ſmall Diſſenſion in the 
thoſe | Church of Antioch, and yet it ceaſed not to be a 
ality | Church, Ads 15. 2. and 1 Cor. 1. 11. | 
Were For it bath been declared unto me of you, ny 
Judg- | Brethren, that there are Contentions among you, 
ly of | and yet Verſe 2. he entitles them the Church of 
God's | God, them that are ſantified in Chriſt Feſt : 0 
ill in | Jeng, I ſay, as they truly retain this Title = = 

2 = 2 1 5 urc 


ſuch 


n never be wanting the certain Judgment of Truth. 
| Judement of For Which, beſides the poſitive Promiſe of Chriſt 
Truth is ne. before- mentioned (which is not without «17 

) TI 


rer wanting 


in the my to be called in Queſtion, or doubted o 
Chriſt is his Body, of which he is the Head, it were 
to make Chriſt negligent of his Body, who ſtiles 
"himſelf the good Shepherd, and hath ſaid, He 
will never leave nor forſake his own; or elſe 
(which is worſe) it will infer a Poſſibility of E- 


are the Eyes of the Body, by which it is to be 
| ” Ruled in all things. Next, We never find in all 


Wanting; but that God {till gave Infallible Judg- 
ment by his Spirit in ſome of the Reſpects above- 
mentioned. If the Tranſactions and Controver- 


ly affirm and prove, That there was never a True 


ſence. of the true Church was retained: If any 
will needs affirm otherwiſe, let them ſhew me 
where, and I ſhall anſwer it. Thongh I deny not 


work, or had {o wrought firſt by intermixing, and 
afterward by altogether forſaking the Nature of 
Truth, retaining only the bare Name of the 
Church) but that there might be ſome ſcattered 
Ones, here and there one in a Nation, and now 
and then one in an Age, who by the Power and 
Virtue of the Spirit of Life Working in them, 
might be truly 1anctified; yet theſe were but as 


witreflesin Witneſſes in Sackcloth, no ways ſufficient to give 
eck cloth. theſe Aſſemblies, in which they were engrolled, 
the Appellation of the Churchof Chriſt, coming 

no more under Obſervation by the Generality, 
nor having asto them any more Influence, than 
ſome Tittle, or ſcarcely diſcernable Sparks of Fire 
| e in 
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1674. Church of Chriſt, as being really ſuch, there will 


Church of ſhall add theſe Reaſons. That ſeeing the Church of 


ror, or Miſtake in Chriſt, in whom, as the Head 


| theScripture ſince the Goſpel, that ever this was 


ſies of the after-Centuries be alledged, I will bold- 


Judgment wanting, ſo long as the Nature and R/ 


(that after the Myſtery of Iniquity did begin to 


 —Thrz Thurch's Power of Decition. | 


lr 
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though not excluding others. 
Body (to which the Church of Chriſt is compa- 


in many great Heaps and Mountains of Aſhes. 1674. 
And thus much to prove, that where there is any ꝰ . 


Gathering or Ailembly, which truly and proper- 
ly may be called the Church of Chriſt, the Infal- 


lible Judgment will never be Wanting in Matters 
of Controverſy. | | 


Secondly, That ordinarily God hath in the com- 


ſuch, whom he had made Uſe of in gathering of bis 
Church, and in feeding and watching over them, 
For as in a Natural 


red) the more- ſubſtantial and powerful Members 
do work moſt effectual; and their Help is moſt 
neceſſary to ſupply any Defe& or Trouble in the 


Body : So allo, if there be Diverſities of Gifts 


in the Church (as is above proved) and ſome have 
a greater Meaſure, and ſome a leſſer; thoſe that 
have the greater, are more capable to do Good and 


to help the Body in its need, than others, that 


are weaker, and leſs powerful : Since there are 


Strong and Weak, Babes and Young-Men, who 
have overcome the Evil One, and in whom the 


Word of God abideth ; ſuch are more able, when 
the Enemy beſets, to Reſiſt (having already O- 
vercome) than others, who are but yet wreſtling, 
and not Conquerers, Now, every Controverſy 
and Diſſention in the Church comes from the Be- 


ſetments of the Enemy; yet if any of theſe? 
Strong or Young Men, or Powerful Members go m: 
from their Station, it is not denied, but that they 
are as weak as any; and it is preſuppoſing their 
Faithfulneſs in their Place, that I thus affirm, 
Nor yet do I limit the Lord 
to this Method; For in him are all the Treaſures 
Hoth of our Wiſdom and Strength ;and the weakeſt in 
his Hand areas ſtrong, as the ſtrongeſt, who may 
now as well, as heretofore kill a Go/zah by the 
Lord 
doth 


and no otherwiſe. 


Hand of little. David + Yet we fee, the 


A ert. 2. 


municating of bis Will under bis Goſpel imployed proved. 


Beſerments 
of the Ene · 
Diſſenſi · 
us ariſe. 
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in many Particulars. — 


the Nature of their Place, and conſtitutes them 


in 2 higher and more eminent Degree. For 


though it was little David, it was alfo he, that 
was to be King of Iſrael. Though the Apoſtles 
were mean Men among the Jews; yet they were 
ſuch, as were to be the Apoſtles of the Lord of 


Glory, Inſtruments to gather the loſt Sheep of 


the Houſe of I/7ae!, and to Proclaim the accep- 


table Day of the Lord. And though Paz! was 


once accounted the Leaſt of all the Saints, a Child 


born out of due Time ; yet was he him, who was 


to be the greateſt Apoſtle of the Gentiles. 


Now then let us conſider, whom the Lord 


makes, uſe of in the Affairs of the Primitive 
Church, and through whom he gave forth his In- 
fallible ſudgment? Did he not begin firſt by Peter? 


he was the firſt, that ſpake in the firſt Meeting 


they had, Ads 1. and who firſt ſtood up after the 
Pouring forth of the Spirit; and who firſt ap- 
peared before the Council of the Jets, and ſpake 


in Behalf of the Goſpel of Chriſt: Though Iam 


far from calling him (as ſome do) the Prince of 


the Apoſtles; yet I may ſafely ſay, he was one of 


the moſt antient and emment, and to whom Chriſt 


ina Manner ſomewhat more than ordinary had re- 


commended the Feeding of his Flock. We ſee 
alſo, he was firſt made uſe of in Preaching to 
the Gentiles, and what Weight his and James's 
Words had in the Conteſt about Circumciſion to- 


- wards the bringing the Matter to a Concluſion, 


As 15. Yet that we may fee, Infallibility was 


not inſeparably annexed to him, he was found 
blamable ina certain Matter, Gal. 2. II. not- 


withſtanding his Sentence was poſitively received 


I 0 25 et a 
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£674. doth ordinarily make Uſe of the Strong to ſup- 
port the Weak ; and indeed, when ſuch as may 
be termed Weak, are ſo made Uſe of, it alters 


80 


- |  _ The Church's Power of Deciſion. 40 
1. So alſo the Apoſtle Paul argues from his Ga- 1674. 
* thering of the Churches of Corinth and Galatia, WW 
„ | that the ought to be Followers of him; and | 
poſitively concludes in divers things: And up- 
on this Suppofition exhorts the Churches (both he 
I and Peter) in many Paſſages heretofore men- 
it | tioned (which T will not, to avoid Repetition, a- 
gain rehearſe) To obey the Elders that watch for 
them; to hold ſuch in Reputation, and to ſubmit 
* themſelves to them that have addifted themſelves to 
the Miniſtry of the Saints, 1 Cor. 16. 15, 16. 
Alſo we ſee, how the Lord makes uſe of Fobr 
his beloved Diſciple, to inform and reprove the 
1 | Seven Churches of Aſia; and no doubt, John (the 
reſt by the ufual Computation being at that Time 
| all removed) was then the moſt noted and fam- 
4 ous Elder alive: And indeed, I mind not, where 
under the Goſpel Chriſt hath uſed any other Me- 
| thod, but that he always in Revealing his Will 
) hath made Uſe of ſuch, as he himſelf had be- 
fore appointed Elders and Officers in his Church. 
Though it be far from us to limit the Lord, ſo 
x as to exclude any from this Priviledge ; nor yet 1 
J on the other hand will the Poſſibility hereof be a 1 


hd 
les] 


5 ſufficient Warrant to- allow every obſcure Mem- 
* ber to ſtand up, and offer to Rule, Judge and 
* Condemn the whole Body: Nor yet is it without 
ſt Cauſe, that ſuch an One's Meſſage is jealouſed, 
„ I and called in Queſtion, unleſs it have very great 


Evidence, and be bottomed upon ſome very 
weighty and ſolid Cauſe and Foundation. And 
5 God doth ſo furniſh thoſe whom he raiſes up, in 


4 a ſingular Manner, of which (as I faid) I mind 
: | noInſtance in the New Teſtament : And in the 
2 I | Old we fee, though it was ſtrange, that little 
1 | Pavid ſhould oppole himſelf to the great Goliah, 
I yet he had before that killed both the Lyon and the 
1 Bear, which was no leſs improbable; and which 


of alis moſt obſervable, was before that Fw 
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1674. by the Appointment of God, and the Hand of 
the Prophet Anointed King of Jrael. Compare 
the 16th and 17th Chap. of the 1ſt of Samuel. 


Judgment, is no Incroaching nor Impaſing upon 
their Brethren's Conſcience, is neceſſarily included 
in what is ſaid before; upon which for further 

- Probation there will only need this ſhort Reflec- 

tion. That for any Member or Members in O- 

bedience to the Lord to give forth a poſitive 

Judgment in the Church of Chriſt, is their pro- 

per Place and Office, they being called to it; and 

0 for them to, exerciſe that place in the Body, 

. which the Head moves them to, 1s not to uſurp 

Authority over their Fellow-Members: As on 

the other Hand to ſubmit and obey, (it being the 

Place of ſome ſo to do) is not a Renouncing a 

being led by the Spirit; ſeeing the Spirit leads 

them ſo to do: And not to obey, in Caſe the 


lead to it, is, no doubt, both offenſive and ſin- 
ful. And that all this may be ſuppoſed in the 
| Church of Chriſt without Abſurdity, and ſo e- 
5 ſtabliſh the above-mentioned Propoſitions, will 
by a ſhort Review of the former Paſ- 

ſages, | 5 | 
If that Peter and James their giving a poſitive 
Judgment in the Caſe of Difference in divers 
particulars, did not infer them to be Iwpo/ers, 
{o neither will any ſo doing now, being led to it 
by the ſame Authority : Every. one may eaſily 
make the Application. And on the contrary, if 


ment, pretending an Unclearneſs, or ſo, and 


ed goed to the Holy Ghoſt, and to us) I lay, if 
- | 5 1uch 


— 4 los * 
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SHEET 8 aftect. 3. Now as to the Third, That any particular Per- 
EE 27% ſors de facto, or effetually giving out 4 poſitive 


Judgment be according to Truth, and the Spirit 


for any to have ſtood up and reſiſted their Judg- 


thereby held up the Difference after their Sen- 
tence, breaking the Peace and Unity off the 
A% 15.21, Church (Things being concluded with an Lſeem- 


275 


. church Power of Tecifion. | 


_—__ 


407. 


poſitions do not hold upon the Principles 


 - Moreover we ſte, how poſitive the Apoſtle 


may be aſhamed. And in many more Places be- 
fore mentioned, where he commands them both 


' Commanding? Or they lefs, than they were o- 


| ſhould not) the ſame Things may now be ſup- 


cCiſion Ne Which being ſeriouſly and impartially 


2 


ſuch would have given juſt Cauſe of Offence, and 1674. 
have been cut off, as Deſpiſers of Dignities of WNN 
Old, will not the like Caſe now occurring hold | 
the ſame Concluſion ? Now whether thoſe Pro- 


before laid down and proved, I leave to every ]u- 
dicious and impartial Reader to judge. 


Paul is in many particulars throughout all his 
Epiſtles, inſomuch as he ſaith, 2 Theſſ. ult. v. 14. 
Tf any Man obey not our Word by this Epiſile, note 
that Man, and have no Company with him, that he 


to obey him and ſeveral others, who were ap- $ubminha 
pointed (no doubt by the Spirit of God) to be and Obedi- 
Rulers. among them; and yet who will oy, rs of 
either the Apoſtle did more than he ought inTrech, the 
mer pry 
bliged to, in Submitting? And yet neither were 0. | 


to do any thing contrary pr more, than the Spi- 
rit of God in themſelves led them to, or allowed 
them in. And if the Church of God bear any 
Parity or Proportion now in theſe Days, with 
what it did of Old (as I know no Reaſon why it 


poſed to take Effect, that did then; and alſo be 
lawfully done upon the like Occaſion proceeding 
from the ſame Spirit, and eſtabliſhed upon the 
ſame Baſis and Foundation. And thus much as 
to that Part, to ſhew, In whom the Power of De- 


conſidered, is ſufficient to clear us from the Ty- _ 
ranny either of Popery, or any other of that 
Nature, with thoſe that are not either wilfully 
Blind, or very ignorant of Pop;/h Principles, as 
the Judicions Reader may obſerve. But ſeeing, 
To manifeſt that Difference, was one of thoſe 
„„ Things 
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Head III. 
Propol. 3. 
proved. 


Church. 


J. 


II. 


Principles of ever Way we take them, all thoſe that do 
the Romiſh 


Things propoſed to be conſidered of, I Thall now 


come to ſay ſomething of it in its proper Place. 


5 
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SECTION VII. 


How this Government altogether differeth j rom 


the Oppreſſing and Perſecuting Principali- 
ty of the Church of Rome, and other Anti- 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies. om ED 


Hatever Way weunderſtand the Popiſh Prin- 


are moſt devoted to the See of Rome, as the King of 
Spain's Dominions, aud the Princes of Ttaly ; the 


Feſuitcs and Generality of all thoſe called Religi- 


ors Orders, who hold, that Papa in Cathedrd non 
poteſt errare, licet abſque Concilio; that is, That 
the Pope in his Chair cannot err, though without a 


Council; Or of thoſe that are leſs devoted, who 


plead this Ixfallibility in the Pope and Council 
{awfully convened, who yet by the more zeal- 
ous are reckoned Petty Schiſmatichs; I ſay, what- 
pro- 
feſs themſelves Members of the Romiſb Church, 
and are ſo far ſuch, as to underſtand their own 


N Principles, do unqueſtionably acknowledge, 
Firſt, That no General Council can be lawfully 


called, without the Biſhop of Rome, 
Vicar gnd Peter's Succeſſor call it. 


ar Chriſt's 


Secondly, That either he himſelf, or ſome for 


him, as his Legates muſt be there preſent, and al- 
ways preceed. | | | . I 


Thirdly, That the Members having Vote, are 


made up of Biſhops or Presbyters, or Commiſ- 
ſioners from the ſeveral Orders, being of the 
. | EO, nn 


ciples in this Matter, whether of thoſe that 


— 
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5 Fourthly, That what is concluded on by Plura- 168 


lity of Votes, and Agreed to by the Pope and his & 


Legates, 1 neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to be be 
Judgment of the Infallible Spirit. 

Fifthly, That all the Members of the Church are 
bound implicitly to Receive and Believe it, becauſe 
it proceeds from a Council to be accounted Lawtul 
in the Reſpects above-mentioned, without regard to 
the Intrinſick or Real Truths of rhe Things pre- 
ſcribed, or bringing them in any Reſpett to the Teſt 
or Examination f the Spirit of God in them: 
ſelves, or the Scriptures 'Teſtimony, or their A- 
greement or Diſagreement with Truths formerly 
believed and received: for ſo much as to prove or 
try them by Way of Doubt, they reckon a Breach 
of the firſt Command; as on the other hand a 
Matter of Merit, implicitly to receive and believe 
them, however inconſiſtent with the Teſtimony of 
= 8 in ones own Heart, Scripture, Trath and 

eaſon. 8 | 

Sixthly, That no Mag as a Member of the Church 
of Chrift in that ſimple Capacity, unleſs a Clergy- 
man, or the Ambaſſador of ſome King, &c. can 
be admitted to Sit, Vote, or give bis Judgment. 


% — 
” . 
* 


IV. 


Seventhly, That it #s in no Reſpect to be ſup- VII. 


Jeſed, that any Members, eſpecially Laicks, whe- 


ther in a particular City, Country or Nation, may 
meet concerning any Things relating to the Faith 
and Worſhip of the Church, and give by the Spirit 
of God any Faudement ; but that all ſuch Meet- 
ings are to be accounted Schiſmatical and Unlaw- 
ful. And : : 

Laſtly, That the Promiſe of Infallibility, and 


ſibe Gates of Hell not prevailing. 7s neceſſarily a+ 
nexed to the Pope and Council called and authoris- 


ed in the Manner, above expreſſed. | 
Now if to deny every one of theſe Propoſi- 
tions, wherein all underſtanding Men know the 


Errors and Abuſes of the Romi/h Church conſiſt, 
| — Dd 8 be 
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Objection. 


Anſw. 1. 


; Anſy. 2. 


1674. be to be Popi/h ? then indeed may we be ſuppoſed 


Mo be one with the Papiſts in this Matter, but no 


otherwiſe: So that the very Mentioning of theſe 
Things is ſufficient to ſhew the Difference betwixt 
us and them. But if any will needs plead our 
Agreeme8t with them thus 
The Papiſts affirm an Infallibility of Judgment 
in the Church of Chriſt, and ſo do you; therefore 
you are one with Papiſts. 1 
I Anſwer, that proves no more our Oneneſs in 
this Matter, then if it ſhould be ſaid, The Pa- 
piſts plead that, God ought to be Worſhipped, and 
Jo do you; Therefore ye agree: Notwithſtanding 
of: the vaſt Differences as to that, which is not only 
known betwixt us and them, 'but betwixt them 
and all Proteſtants, who agree more with them in 
the Matter of Worſhip, than we do. 8 
Next again, Irfallibz/ity in the Church (accord- 
ing as we hold it, and I have above defined it) 
no Man upon our Suppoſition (or Hypot he ſis) can 


The true deny it. For ſince we firſt aſſert; as a Principle, 


Church 57d That no Gathering, no Church, nor Aſſembly of | 


by the In. | | . ee 
tallible Spi- People, however true their Principles or exact 


ritt. their Form, be, are to be accounted the Church 
of Chriſt, except the Infallible Spirit lead and 
guide; what can be the Hazzard to ſay, that in 
ſuch a Church there is ſtill an Infallible Judg- 
ment? Indeed, this is ſo àr from Popery, that it 
* For ſome reſolves in a Propoſition quite contradictory to 
popes ave them. The Romaniſts ſay, That the Infallible 
t0 den, or Spirit always accompantes the outward viſible Ero. 
at leaft to fe /ſors, and is annexed to the External Succeflien 


doubt the WH | e 
Truth of the of Biſhops and Paſtors, though ever ſo vitious 4 


<cripures. f their Lives © yea, though perfett * Atheiſts and 


as tothe Hi- 


ftory of Infidels in their private Fudements, yet if out. 
chen woardly proſelſing the Eatholick Eaith, and Sub. 


to call in | 
queſtion the jection to the Church, they muſt be Partakers 0 


obige ga he Infallible Spirit. We ſay 


of the Soul, 


e quite contrary , 


aud the Re. That where there is either Vitiouſneſs of _ 
ons 


kirredion, 
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ſons, or Unſoundneſs of Judgment. in the. Par- 1674. 
ticular Members, theſe cannot by virtue of any 


outward. Call or Succeſſion they have, or any 
Profeſſion they make, or Authority. they may 
pretend to, ſo much as claim an Intereſt in any 
Part of the Church of Chriſt, or the Infallilſe 

So then, if we admit none to be Members of 


of the Church, but ſuch as are led and guided 7 —_ | 
by the Spirit, it will be no Popery in the Second ment — 


Place to affirm, That where there is a Company * 5? 


of People ſo gathered, who are not any longer 
to retain juſtly the Name of the Church of Chriſt, 
than they are led and guided by his Spirit, or a 


Church foqualified and deſigned, there is ſtill an 
Infallible Fudgment. So that this Infallibility is 


not annexed to the Perſons, to the Succeſſion, to 


- | the bare viſible Profeſſion (though true, which 
J the Church of Rome is denied to be) or to any 


Society, . becauſe of its Profeſſion; but ſingly 
and alone to the True, Real and Effectual Work 


Jof Sanctiſication and Regeneration, the New Crea- 


ture brought forth in the Heart: And this is the 
Spiritual Man, which the Apoſtle ſaith, Fudgery 
all Things, 1 Cor. 2. 15. To affirm, there is an 
Infallibilty here, cannot well be condemned b 

any, or whoſo doth, muſt needs ſay, the Spit 
of God is fallibls: For we place the Infallibility 
in the Spirit and in the Power, not in the Perſons. 


And ſo. theſe are the Degrees we aſcend by; 


* Becauſe ſuch and ſuch Men are led by the Spi- 
** rit of God, and are obedient to the Grace in 
their Hearts, therefore are they Members and 
Officers in the Church of Chriſt. And becauſe 
* they are Members of the Church of Chriſt in 
the Reſpe& before declared, therefore there is 
an Infallible Fudge among them. We do 


ntrary not ſay, Becauſe ſuch Men profeſs the. Chriſtian 


of Per 
fors 


Faith, and have received an outward Ordination, 
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together (according to certain Rules above de- 
clared) there is an Inxfallibility annexed to their 
Concluſlons, and they cannot but decide what is 
Right; or rather, what they decide muſt needs 
be ſuppoſed to be Rigbt. Who ſeeth not here a vaſt 
Diſproportion ? PULP el 01 
Now we differ herein fundamentally, that is, 
as to the very Baſis and Foundation upon which 
we build; and that not only from the Church 
of Rome, but alſo from the Generality of Prote- 
The Coulti- Pots in this Matter. All Proteſtants do acknow- 
Synod or Ce. ledge a General Council to be uſeful, yea, neceſ- 
nerz! Coun- ſary in the Caſe of Diviſion or Debate; let us 
nm» conſider the Baſis upon which they proceed, and 
the Streſs they lay upon 1t. 5 
Firſt, All jointly, both the Prelarical and 
Presbyterial will have this Synod or Council to 
= conſiſt of a Convocation of the Clergy, choſen 
and ſent from the Particular Congregations, with 
ſome few Laich Elders, called together by the 
Civil Magiſtrate ; in Caſe he be one in Judgment 
with them. 185 „„ 
i They decide by Plurality of Votes. And tho 
they aſſume not an Abſolute Infallibility, in that 
they xéckon it poſſible for them to Err; yet do 
they reckon their Deciſions Obligatory upon their 
ſu ppoged Conſonancy: to the Scripture : and how- 
ever do Affirm, That the Civil Magiſtrate hath 
Power to conſtrain all to Submit and Obey ; or 
elſe to puniſh them either by Death, Baniſhment, 
Impriſonment, Confiſcation of Goods, or ſome 
other Corporeal Pain; even though ſuch be per- 
fwaded and offer to make appear, that the De- 
ciſions they refuſe, are contrary to the Scrip- 
ares; © | < IT 
And Laſt! 


1. Prote- 
Hants. 


: (Among the Papiſts) None, tho' 


2. Tapis. 


U * 


1674. and ſo are by a Lawful Succeſſion formally eſta- 
VV blithed Officers in the Church, when they Meet 


otherwiſe Confeſſed to be a Member of the 


Church 


[The/Perlecuting Church of Rome, Cc. 


2 


Church both nN 
miſſionate in ſome o 


Judgment. 


give his 


Any that will be at the Pains to apply this to 
the Foundation I before laid of the Infallibi/ity of 


Judgment, in that we may account. only to be 


and Sober, except Com- 1674. 
| the Reſpects above-de- WWW 
clared, can be Admitted to Sit, vote and 


truly called the Church of Chriſt, will eaſily ſee 3. we dit- 


_ Firſt, Do we Exclude any Member of :the 


Church of Chriſt, that may be truly accounted 
ſo, to tell his Judgment? OE 
Secondly, Do we ſay, Man ought to be perſe> 


cuted in his Outwards for his Diſ-aſſent in Spi- 


rituals ? 


Thirdly, Do we Le That Deciſion is to paſs 


Concluſive, becau 


of the Plurality of Votes? 


And much more; which the Reader may; ob- 
ſerve, from what is already mentioned: which 
that it may be all more Qbvioas at One Visw, 
will appear ſomewhat clearly by this following 
Figure; which will give the Reader an Oppor- 
tunity to Recollect, what lay heretofore more 


ſcattered, | 


I. The RoMANniIsTs 


lay, 

1. That there zs an In- 
fallibility in the Church: 
which Infallibility is, when 
the Pope calls a General 
Council of Biſhops, &c. 
that whatſoever they con- 


| clade and agree upon, 


muſt needs be the Infal- 
lible Judgment of the 


Spirit of God, becauſe of 
e 5 the 


| Dd 3 


II. The Generality of PRo- 
TESTANTS ſay, 


1. That though all 
Synods and Councils 
may Err; yet ſuch Aſ- 
ſemblies are needful for 
the Edification of the 
Church. - That ſuch do 


conſiſt of a Convoca- 


tion of the Clergy, with 
ſome few Laicks parti- 
cularly Choſen, That 

"6 all 


fer from 


the great Difference betwixt us; which I ſhall 


> 4 them both. 
ſum up in theſe Particulars : 


* 


2. 


Weſt. conf. 
of Faith. 
Chap, 
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The anarchy of the Kanters, be. Sect. VIII. 
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WW 


to prevail againſt His 
Ran. | 


(2 Church, to which 


rhority ſtill ſtands in its 


ſuch as do not, are uh, 
ne 


hut that it is the Duty of 


refuſe. 


1674. the Promiſe of Chriſt, 


2 


That he would not ſuf. 
fer the Gates of Hell 


2. And that the Pope 
and Council, made up of 
certain of the Clergy, 
having One Outward 
Succeſſion, and being 
lawfully Ordained accord- 
ing to the Canons, are 


at Promiſe is made, 
however wicked or de- 
praved they be; yet this 
Infallible Fudgment fol- 
lotot them, as being ne- 


ceſſarily annexed to their 
Office, in which the Au- 


full Strength and Vigour, 


2 Ho that there lies an 
Obligationupon the whole 
Body of the Church to 
Obeytheir Decrees: And 


only certainly .Dam 
for their Diſobedience, 


the Civil Magiſtrate 70 
puniſh Pſuch by Death, 
Baniſbment or Impriſon- 
ment, &c. in caſe they 


all others, except thoſe 
ſo Elected, have not a- 
ny Right to Vote or 
give Judgment. oh 


2. That ſuch an AC- 
ſembly ſo conſtitute , 
may Miniſterially deter- 
mine Controverſies of 
Faith, Caſes of Conſci- 
ence, Matters of Wor- 
ſhip, and authoritative- 
ly determine the ſame. 
The Deciſion is to be by 
Plurality of Votes, with- 
out any necefary Reſpect 
to the Inward Holineſs or 
Regeneration of the Per- 
ſons; if fo be, they be 
Outwardly Called, Ordain- 
ed and Inveſted in ſuch a 


gives them an Authori- 
ty to be Members of 
ſuch an Aſſembly. 


3. What they thus de 
cide (as they judge accord- 


ing to the Scripture) ought | 


to be received with Reve 
rence, and Submitted to: 
And thoſe that do not, to 
be puniſned by the Civil 
Magiſtrate by Death, Ba- 


nifhment or Impriſonment, 


though they declare and be 
ready to evidence, that it 
is, becauſe they are not A- 
greeable to the Scripture, 
they refuſe ſuch Decrees. 

6 


5 4 


— 


Place and Capacity, as 


III. The - 


=, 


The Pevſecuting Church of Rome. 415 
* r EN * . | 


— Jon I $ 1674. 
_ g III. The Q AK ERS /ay, . . 
1. That whereas none truly ought, nor can be.,,_._ ..-. 


accounted the Church of Chriſt, but ſich as are ed Membes. 

| in a Meaſure Sandliſied or Sanctiſying by the Grace f 

Ar. | of God, and led by his Spirit; nor yet any matte 

Officers in the Church, but by the Grace of God 

and Inward Revelation of his Spirit, (not by 

of | Outward Ordination or Succeſſion : ) from which 

nfci- none is to be excluded, if ſo called, whether Mar- 

Vor- | ried, F Tradeſman, or a Servant. 2 1 
2. If fo be, in ſuch a Church there ſhould a Their iafal- 

ame, | Te any Difference, there will be an Infallible hole Judge 

e by (ACT from the Spirit of God, which may 3 
be in a General Aſſembly; yet not limited to | 

ſect | it- as excluding others: And may prove the 

5 or | Judgment of the P/ra/ity; yet nqt to be decided 

"Per. | thereby, as if the Iafallibility were placed there, 

y be excluding the fewer. In which Meeting or Aſ- 


11:1. ſembly upon ſuch a Account, there is no Limi- 
chal tation to be of Perſons particularly Choſen ; but 
y, 2s that all that in a True Sence may be reckoned of 
hori- the Church, as being Sober and Weighty, may 


| 
Wa! 
rs of | be preſent and give their Judgment. — | 
| 23. And that the Iz,allible Fudgment oP Truth _ x, be * 
(which cannot be wanting in ſuch a Church) ſubmitted bl! 
whether it be given through one or mbre, ought * 
ought | to be ſubmitted to, not becauſe ſuch Perſons give 
Reve it, but becauſe the Spirit leads fo to do: which 
d to: every one coming to in themſelves, will willingly 
ot, to] and naturally aſſent to. And if any through 
Civil] Diſobedience or Unclearneſs, do not all that the 
h, Ba-] Church ought to do, ſhe is to deny them her 
Spiritual Fellowſhip ; in Caſe the Nature of their 
Hat ith Diſobedience be of that Conſequence, as may de- 
not A. ſerve ſuch a Cenſure: But by no Means for Mat- 
pture,| ter of Conſcience to Moleſt, Trouble or Perſecute 
rees. | any in their Ontwards. | 
1 | „ | Who 


2 
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Object ion. 


| anſrer. 


— 


+9 and unerring Path, e ven 


Who will be at the Pains, to compare theſe 
Three ſeriouſly together, I am hopeful, wil] need 
no ſurther Argument to prove. the, Difference. 
But if any will further Object, hat, if it fal 
out de facto, that the Teachers, Elders, or Plura- 
lity do decide, (and from thence will ſay) This 25 
like the Church of Rome, and other falſe Churches? 
It will be hard to prove that to be an Irfallkble 


Mark of a Wrong Judgment, as we have not 
ſaid it is of a Right. And indeed, to conclude 
it were ſo, would neceſſarily condemn the Church 
in the Apoſtles Days, where we ſee, the Teachers 


and Elders, and ſo far as we can obſerve, the 
greater Number did agree to the Deciſſon, Acts 
1. 15. For if the Thing be Right, and accord- 
ing to Truth, it is ſo much the better, that the 
Elders and greater Number do agree to it; and 
if Wrong, their Affirming it will not make it 
Right: And truly, a Gathering, where the El- 
ders and greater Number are always or moſt fre- 
quently Wrong, and the Younger and leſſer Num- 
ber Right, is ſuch, as we cannot ſuppoſe the true 


Church of Chrift to be. And if any will plead, 


that there is now no TInfallible Fudgment to be 


expected from the Spirit of God in the Church, 


it (no doubt) will leave the Diſſenters as much in 


the Miſt, and at as great a Loſs, as thoſe they 
Hillent from; both being no better than Blind 
Men, hitting at Random, which will turn Chri- 


ſtianity into Scepticiſm, And though we may ac- 
knowledge, that this Uncertainty prevails in 
the Generality of thoſe called Churches; yet we 
do firmly believe (for the Reaſons above declared, 


and many more that might be given) That the 
True Church of Chriſt has a more ſolid, ſtable 


Foundation; and being never ſeparated. from 
Chriſt, her Head, Walks. in a more certain, ſtea- 
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HE Subſtance then, of what is Aſſerted g Sm 
and Proved in this Treatiſe, reſolves in e whole 
theſe following Particulars : . 


Firſt, That in the Church of Chriſt, when it I. 


_ conſiſts of a viſible People (for I ſpeak not here 
of the Church in the dark Night of Apoſtacy, 


that conſiſted not of any Society viſibly united) 
gathered into the Belief of certain Principles, 


and united in the Joint-Performance of the Wor- 
| ſhip of God, as Meeting together, Praying, 


Preaching, Ec. there is and ſtill muſt be a cer- 


tain Order and Government. 


. Secondly, That this Government, as to the out- x5 
ward Form of it, conſiſts of certain Meetings, _- 
appointed principally for that End; yet not fo, 
as toexclude Acts of Worſhip, if the Spirit move 
thereunto. . . 


Thirdly, The Object of this Government is III. 
two-fold, Outwards and Inwards, The Out wards | 
relate mainly to the Care of the Poer, of Wi- p 
dows and Fatherleſs; where may be alſo inclu- 
ded Marriages, and the Removing of all Scan- 
dals in things undeniably wrong: The Inwards 
reſpe& an Apoſtacy either in Principles or Pra- 
Ctices, that have a Pretence of Conſcience, and 
that either in denying ſome Truths already Re- 
ceived and Believed; or Aſſert ing New Doctrines, 
that ought not to be received. Which again (to 
ſub-divige) may either be in Things Fundamen- 
tal, and vf great Moment; or in Things of leſg 
Weight in themſelves, yet proceeding from a 

VEIL (S *NV wrong 
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T A Summary Recollectfon he 
1674. wrong Spirit, and which in the natural and cer- 
I tain Conſequence of them tend to make Schiſms, 

" Diviſions, Animoſities, and in ſum, to break 
that Bond of Love and Unity, that is ſo needful 
to be upheld and eſtabliſhed in the Church of 
Chriſt, And here come alſo under this Conſide- 

ration all Emulations, Strifes, Backbitipgs and 


n 


Evil Surmiſings. c 
IV. Fourthly, That in the true Church of Chriſt, | 8 
(according to the Definition above given of it) Fr 
there will in {ach Caſes of Differences and Con- of 
troverſies ſtill be an Infallible Judgment from the * 
Spirit of God, either in one or other, few or | , 
More. ; 1 8 ; ſ: 
v. Fiſthly, That this Infallible Fudgment is only | © 
_ and unalterably annexed and ſeated in the Spirit C 


and Power of God; not to any particular Per- 
ſon or Perſons, Meeting or Aſſembly, by Virtue | 
of any ſetled Ordination, Office, Place or Sta- | £© 


tion, that ſuch may have or have had in the b 
Church; no Man, Men nor Meeting ſtanding or | *© 
being inveſted in any Authority in the Church of F 
Chriſt upon other Terms, than ſo long as he or I 


they abide in the living Senſe and Unity of the 
Life in their own Particulars: which whoſoever 

one or more inwardly departs from, ip/ſo facto 
loſes all Authority, Office or certain Diſcerning, 

he or they formerly have had; though retaining 

the true Principles and ſound Form, and (may 

be) not fall'n into any groſs Practiſes, as may 

declare them generally to be thus withered and 

decayed. 5 | 


wrt. Siaxthh, That Jeſus Chriſt under the Goſpel 
\ > hHath ordinarily revealed his Will in ſuch Caſes 
through the Elders, and Miniſters of the Church, 

or a General Meeting; whoſe Teſtimony is nei- 

ther to be deſpiſed or rejected without _ 

fn auſe 
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unleſs it can be 


Cauſe. Neither is their taking upon them really 1674. 


to decide, any juſt Ground to charge them with 


Impoſition, or to quarrel with their Judgment; 
proved, that they are decayed, 
and have loſt their Diſcerning, as above. 


Seucutbly, That to Submit and Obey in ſach VIII. 


Caſes, is no detracting from the Common Privi- 
ledge of Chriſtians to be inwardly led by the 


Spirit, ſeeing the Spirit has led ſome heretofore 


ſo to do, and yet may, And that every Pretence 
of Unclearneſs is not a ſufficient Excuſe for Diſ- 
obedience, ſeeing that may proceed from Obſti- 
nacy, or a Mind prepoſſeſſed with Prejudice: Yet 
ſay I not, any ought to do it, before they be 


clear; and who are, every Right will not want 


Clearneſs, in what they ought to do. 


And Laſtly, That theſe Principles are no ways 
tainted with Impoſition, or contrary to true Li- 


berty of Conſcience : And that they fundamen- 


tally differ from the Uſurpations both of Popery, 
Prelacy and Presbytery, or any other of that 
Nature. 


5 


Robert Barclay. 


Robert 


VIII. 


WHEREIN 


The Scr uples and Miſtakes ſome have 


had oct his Book, called The 


Anarch Jo of the Rantefs, are Clear- 


ed, and the Ground, upon which 
W.” R's Papers againſt i it are Built, 


Removed; the Subſtance of the Pa- 


pers being briefly Anſwered by 
ga SIS EEO 


FERI END S, who . have 


or may be Concern d. 


Which may ſerve, as an 


EXPLANATORY POST-SCRIPT 


to Robert Barclay 8 Ae of GOY ER N- 
MENT. 


9 
t 
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Mere -Prifon is Sixth of the Firſt Month, 
„ 
Dear Friends and Brethren, _ 88 


| N TO all my Dear Friends and 3 
unto whoſe Hands this Faper may come, 


F or who may be any ways more particular - 
I n in the LEN hereof, The Salut a+ 


tion 
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Truth, whereunto it hath pleaſed the Lord to Call WW 
me according to his great Mercy, ſo as to be a 
Partaker in ſome Meaſure of the Peace and Glo- 

my Heart hath been o 


| Light manifeſted in me and to me. 


God, that I have Laboured (according to my 
Knowledge) to follow Love and Peace withall my 


ty, and Brotherly Love: As alſo to avoid, what 


vil Surmiſes. Likewiſe I have ſtudied as well in 


| Requirings near five Years ago I wrote ſome 
| Sheets concerning the Lawfulnęſs and Neceſſity 


| Tmpoſition and Dominion on the other dna in- 
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tion of my unfeigned Love in that Unchangable (167% 8 N | 


ry, which in this Dey is Revealed; wherewith 
ten filled, as L have waited 
in Faithfulneſs, according to the Diſpenſation of 


And ſince it hath pleaſed God to make me a x, Bs u. 
living Witneſs of the pretious Truth, and to tr. 
commit unto me any Share of the Miniſtry thereof, 
my Conſcience, bears me Witneſs in the Sight of 


Brethren, and to do thoſe things, which might 
tend to advance, ſtrengthen and confirm Uni- 


had a Tendency to beget Strife, Jealouſies, or E- 


my Publick Teſtimony, as in my Writings, to mis wits 
beware of any thing, that to my Underſtanding" | 
might miniſter juſt Occaſion of Stumbling or Ot- 
fence to the leaſt of my Brethren, or the young- 
eft and weakeſt Babe in the Truth: As ſuch, as 
are Converſant with me in my own Country, as 
well as thoſe elfewhere, where I have Travelled, 
can-hear maWVimneſk- <7 
Nevertheleſs as I cannot ſhun my Part of that ni 4nar- 
Labour and Service, which my Lord and Maſter . $6 
Chriſt Jeſas calls me to; ſo in Obedience to his 


of the Government, and Order of the Truth : 
Having principally and only in my View therein, 
to bear a faithtul Teſtimony againſt all falſe Li- 
berty and Diſorder on the one Hand, and againſt, 


tending no leſs to guard againſt the-one, than 
the other; And this I did wath — 
| | | "= I pes 
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(1679.) 10 pect to ſome of my Near Friends, whom I found 


able to ſome Miſtakes in that Matter. And J 


do ſincerely declage before God, (who knows, I 

ſpeak the Truth and lie not) that in the Writ- 

ing thereof I had not the leaſt Purpoſe nor In- 

tention to Meddle with or Concern iny felt in a- 

ny of thoſe Debates, that have ſince fallen out a- 
Debatesin mongſt Friends in Weſtmoreland, or elſewhere, 
wen Relative thereunto : Much of which as it had 
| not then a Being, when I wrote that Book, fo 
| the Subſtance of that Matter was then unknown 


to me. And I can ſafely ſay, that I had not ſo 


much as one Remote Thought, or any Remem- 
brance of the leaſt Beginning of that Affair, which 
knew during the Time of my Writing of it: So 
that nothing could be Intended by me therein Re- 


lative to that Matter. Which as it is ſufficient 
lie Innocen- to vindicate my Iznocency and Integrity to all, as 


. h A 4 ; 7 
Matter. to Intentions; fo I cannot forbear alſo to ſignify, 


that as often, as I have had Occaſion, ſeriouſly 
and in the holy Fear and Dread of God to Reflect 


upon theſe Papers (which I have often done, be- 
cauſe of the Oppoſition they have met with from 


fome) I have never found Occaſion to Repent or 
Ketract any thing from the Matter or Principles 
The Sound. there Aſſerted by me; but have the Teſtimony 
eſs of the and. Approbation of God's Light and Spirit in my 
Beok. Heart for my Work and Service in that Matter. 


Moveover albeit I Laboured with all the Care 


and Circumſpection I could, ſo te Expreſs my 
ſelf, as not to Offend in a Word; yet: had I 


known, or could have fore-ſeen, that any thing 


in the Wording or Expreſſing thereof would have 
gxpretiions ſtumbled or hurt any; I have that Tenderneſs 
embed at. (and hope always to have) to the - leaſt of the 
Houſhold of Faith, that I would have rather 
Omitted or Changed any ſuch Words or Expreſſi- 
ons, than miniftred them any Occaſion of Diſſa- 


tisfaction. And therefore I was not a little ſur- 


prized, 
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prized, when I underſtood, that Several Sheets of (1679. AI 
Paper were ſpread abroad in Oppoſition to that 
Boo of mine, at a time when I was wholly a 


Stranger to thoſe Proceedings, by Reaſon of my 


Impriſonment for the Truth's Sake, eſpecially by nennt = 


William Rogers, a Perſon, who not only to my 
ſelf, but afterwards before many Witneſſes pro- 
feſſed a ſingular Reſpect and Friendſhip to me; 


and yet without once Acquainting me. 


Now what followed upon my Meeting with 
that Perſon at London near Two Years ago, will 
appear by a Copy of Villiam Rogers's own Letter 


(annexed hereto) and the Senſe of thoſe Brethren, #-'s. Sa- 


2 


who were Witneſſes to that Tranſaction: So ay oe 


reſting thererupon in my own Innocency (eſpeci- 
ally, ſince thoſe in ſuch Places, where the great- 
eſt Diſſatisfaction was ſaid to be, did for the moſt 
Part ſignify to me their Satisfaction) I forbore 
hitherto to meddle any more in that Matter, 


hoping, it might have died of it ſelf. 


And being Conſcientiouſly gathered in that 
Spirit, wherein I deſired rather to bear, than by 
ſeeking too earneſtly to Vindicate my ſelf, any 


ways advance or fo ent Controverſies amongſt R. Ri A- 
Friends by multiplying Papers; having ſome forte te 


toment Con- 


Hope, he might (according to the Advice of the troverſies. 


Brethren) called in his Papers: And as what re- 
lated to me, his Letter ſufficing, wherein he ex- 
preſſes my Senſe of the things Scrupled by him, 
to his own Satisfaction, and his Belief of the 
Soundneſs of my Principles. | 
And truly, I have been fo willing to ſtarve 
that Spirit, that hath any Lite in Diviſions or 
Controverſies of this Kind, either in my ſelf, or 


others; that ſince I read thoſe Papers of V. R' 


at London, now near Two Years ago, I have not 
ſo muchas once looked out upon them, until now. 
And albeit I might have mentioned that Trarnſ- 
action without any Diſadvantage to my ſelf, * 

; ; other- 
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The occafi- 
on of his 


(4679. otherwiſe; (as moſt, if not all preſent can Teſti- 


. 


fy, yea, V. R's. own Letter doth import; ) yet 
I do not remember, that I did ever ſo muth as 
once Mention it to any, unleſs their Inquiry oc- 
caſioned it : Yea, I have wholly Concealed it to 
this Day from divers Friends, in whom Tam near- 
ty concerned; and whom I know, would be ve- 
ry apt to juſtify aud commend my whole Proce- 


dure in that Matter. So unwilling was J to fill 


the Minds of any with ſach things ; being other- 
ways weightily Concerned as well with the in- 


ward Work of the Lord in my 'bwn Soul, as in 


thoſe Concerns of Truth's Proſperity, both a- 


broad, where I had a Service, and at Home, with 


Reſpect to the preſent Continued Sufferings, 


Friends lie under here. But fince he hath ſofar 


walked in another Method, as to labour to kee 

up the Remembrance of theſe Things, and buſy 
the Minds of Friends with them, having (asI am 
informed) made further Mention of theſe Papers 
to my Diſadvantage, I am conſtrained to ſay 
ſomething in my own Defence, and of the Trut 

Aſſerted by me: Wherein as the Lord knows the 
Integrity of my Intentions, and the Tenderneſs 
of my Heart, ſo I hope, my Way herein will 
Comment it ſelf to that of God in the Conſcien- 


ces of all the Tender-hearted. And albeit thoſe 


things, which were chiefly Scrupled at by any, 


be ſufficiently Cleared by . R's own Letter; 
yet that all may be ſatisfied in having them from 


mine own Hand, I am free to ſignify this, as to 
them. Only T will premiſe this to the ſerious, 
Conſideration” of not a few, who ſeemed to be 


ſtartled at that Book, who retain that Tenderneſs 


to God, and Regard to the Hurt of their own 


Souls, as to make Conſcience unjuſtly to Accuſe 
the Innocent; that ſince it was aſſerted by ſome, 


and entertained as a Truth by divers, That that 
Book wa writ upon Deſign, and with a ans” 4 
ko : | WT. X 7. 

A - 
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Keſßpell of Prejudice to ſome Perſons (whom Idid (1659,) | 1 
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not ſo much, as once, think on in Writing of it) wv 
with ſomewhat, worſe, (which I am not willing on Pede. 
to Remember, far leſs'to Mention) whether, thoſe writing the 
that. propagated and entertained fo falſe and gal... 
groundleſs a Jealouſy to the Prejudice of the Inno- 
cent, have not Reaſon narrowly to Examine, 
What Spirit they were. influenced by in ſo doing ? 
(which certainly could not be of God:) And 
whether they ought not thence to take Occaſion 1 
© guftly to Suſpe& the Effects and Fruits of the ſame 1 
Spirit in them, even where it hath Appeared in 
things, for which they may have ſomewhat 
more to ſay? Surely, with Men of inward Ten- 
derneſs this cannot but have great Weight. And 
albeit that my Intentions were ſo Clear in this 
Matter; yet I will not ſay, but the Lord (whoſe 
Ways are unſearchable, and paſt finding out) ma 
have purpoſed, by thoſe Papers ſeaſonably to Re- 
proveand ſingle out a wrong Spirit : And therefore 
all concerned, had need in true Tenderneſs and god- 
ly Fear to beware, how they ſhut out and turn by 4 warning 
the Warnings and Admonitions of the Lord, by ſeek- Nod le 
ang to Carp at and find Fault with the innocent 
Inſtruments ; leaſt they be found fooliſhly (like 
thoſe Dogs) to run after, and feek to bite the 
Stone, becauſe they cannot reach the Hand, that 
threw it. | ks 
I have known this by manifold Experience to 
have been a Snare to many; and therefore with- 
out the leaſt Prejudice or Reflection upon any 
(God knows) out of true Tenderneſs and Love do 
deſire, it may be ſerioufly weighed in the true 
Light by all, that may feel themſelves concern- 
ed in this Matter. | 3 
But now Firſt, as to the things Scrupled at, Explanation | 
whereas ſome did ſuppoſe, That I did Alcribe to _ *- 
Friends Meetings an Abſolute Furiſdition over Nee oo, 


Men's. Properties in outward things; therein Ie“ 
25 7 „ [7 YE — 
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(1679 )have been greatly Miſtaken. For I never intended 
any ſuch thing; but ſimply to hold forth that, 
which, by the Apoſtle to the Corznthians (1 Cor. 

f 6.) is urged : That whereas there would a mani- 

Friend: going Feſt Scandal ariſe from Friends going to Law toge- 
Wee. '% ther, that therefore ſuch, as will rather go to 
Law, than ſeek to come to Agreement by the in- 


1 Ven ing ſuch a Scandal, to be Cenſured; 

iſince it cannot be ſuppoſed, that any ſuch Diffe- 
rence, as to outward things, can fall out among 
Friends, but ſome or other may be found, who 
either by their own Knowledge, or by Advice-and 
Information of ſuch, as may be known in the 
Matter Controverted, may bring it to an End. 


Deciſion of 66 1 | | 
e God, to give judgment through one or other 


dee above p. © in the Church of Chriſt, ſo long as any Aſſem- 
\ 492, &. be hly can properly, or in any tolerable Senſe be 
* ſo called; ſome have ſuppoſed, that by 
thoſe laſt Words I did inſinuate, as if any A/- 
ſembly Aſſuming to themſelves the Name of ipe 
Church of Chriſt, and having ſome Shew of it, may 

of Right claim the Power of ſuch Deciſion, and 

ought accordingly to be Submitted unto - Such a 

thing never entred me; but was far from my In- 
tentions. For albeit that I judge, that an Aſſem- 

bly may ſometimes deſerve the Name of the 
Church of Chriſt, or not to have loſt the Claim, 

albeit not altogether ſo freſh and lively (at leaſt 

in the Generality of its Members) and ſo under 
ſome Languiſhing and Hazzard to Decay, if Life 

do not again come up more abundantly ; As may 

hie geren be {een in the Example of the Seven Churches of 
Churches ot 47a, whom ' notwithſtanding of the ſeveral 
=P: « Weaknelles divers of them were under, yet the A- 
Poſtle, or rather the Spirit of Chriſt by the Apo- 


terpoſing of Friends, ought, with a Re ſpect to 


Explan, Secondly, That whereas I ſay, * There will not 
Il. © be wanting in Caſe of Controverſy the Spirit of 


ſtle dignifies- with the Name of the Churches of 
= | 1 Chriſt. 


hriſt. 


Product of Truth's Power and Ver tue upon the 
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Chriſt. Neither did Lintend, to make this Judg- (16729 | 


ment neceſſary to Attend every particular WN 


Church or Aſſembly : But by the Church there I 


underſtood it in a more Univerſal Senſe, thar . 
is, Some or other among all the Churchesof Chriſt; 
who being ſpoken of in the Complex, may be 
rightly termed the Church of Chriſt; and this 
is maniteſt in the ſame Example of the Chuc- 
ches of Aa. VV _ 
For albeit we might ſuppoſe, there might have 
been wanting in each of them ſome, to give 
forth this true Fudgment concerning them; yet 
in Reſpect they were ſuch, as in ſome tolerable 
Suppoſition might be termed the Churches of 
Chriſt, albeit ſome of them had left their Firſt- 


Love, and were near to have their Candleſtick Rev-2. 4,5, 


Removed, aud ſome had the Doctrine of Balgaam cp, ff. 
ud 10 P- 3) 
and of the N;colations;and ſome ſuffered the Woman 


Ferabel: and ſome were Luke-warm, and ready - 


to be Spewed out: Yet we ſee, God would not 


; — - | * 
ſuffer them to be without a Certain Judgment; 


but gave forth one through the Apoſtle John, who 

was a Member of the Church. EP: 6” 
But to eſteem, that any Aſſembly may be to- rae, | 

lerably ſuppoſed to be the Church ot Chriſt, e. 

where either the ſrue Doctrines and Principles are 


wanting, or the true Life and Power in ſome 
good Meaſure, is not felt and known, is far from 


my Thoughts: Yea, how far 1 am Contrary- 
minded, may be ſeen at large in my 4pology up- 
on the Tenth Propoſition, now publiſhed in Eng- 


lib, Page 291, 292, 293, 294, 295, 296, Ce. - *Sce 4pot. 
Thirdly, Whereas it was thought ſtrange, that a 


V. and X. 


1 ſhould call Dottrines and Principles the yypray. 


Bonds and Terms of our being together, I under- III. 
ſtand it only of an Outward Bond: And that 1] Principles a 
laid the Streſs upon it no further, Wears in that mY 
I Affirm, Thoſe Principles and Doctrines to be the 


N 4 ; Heart; 


2 


n — 
_. 


TD... 4 
— - -- 
aw ee — — 

— 


57 . 
N 
2 9 6 . — —— 
- 
„ „ x 


- 
oo — 


—_—_— 


428 N. B*. Uindication of his Anarchy, . 


———— 


_ (1575) Heart; which appears, by what is Printed at the 


hgottom of the 376th Page. NV 
And William Rogers ſaying in his Papers, That 
this was but like the Entertainment of Chriſt in 
the Manger, ſhews too little of Chriſtian Sobriety, 
and too much of a Scornful Reflection; for which 
I will rather chuſe to forgive him; than therein 
to contend with him. For how much I value 
that Inward Bond (to wit, the Life of Righteouſ- 


have written in my Apology upon the Tenth Pro- 
Exuſion. poſition, and elſewhere, And my Affirming, 
: That any denying of any of the Truth's Principles 


ly in reſpect, that who do ſo, do manifeſtly 


naturally ſpring and ariſe. - : 5 
Fourthly, If any do ſuppoſe, that by my Aſ- 
EX LAN. ſerting, | The Ancient Apoſtolic Order was Eſta- 
IV. bliſhed amongſt us upon the right Baſis and Foun- 
| dation | I intended, that thoſe particular Orders 
| relating to Outward Things, that were among 
Our Order the Apoſtles, either was or were to be Eſtabliſhed 


and its Foun- 


dation. Among us, they did much Miſtake me: For I 


nity, that by Eſtabliſhing the Government and 
Authority in and upon the Spirit only, and fuch 
as are led by it, we did Eſtabliſh it upon the 
fame Baſis and Foundation, whereupon, that Ex- 
erciſed in the Church in the Days of the Apo- 
Conformity ſtles, were built. For I am far from Believing, 
3 that the moſt Exact Conformity to the Order 
5 5 and Method f the Church in the Apoſtles Days, 
ä or even to Mat may now be appointed by the 
ſame Spirit, without the Inward Life and Virtue 

go along, ſignifies any thing: For T know, that 


neſs) beyond the Outward, and that I eſteem the 
Outward not at all to be valued, but as it comes 
from the Inward, may be ſeen throughout all 1 


and Dottrines is d Ground of Diſowning, Was on- 


thence make it appear, they have broken the In- i 
ward Bond firſt, from which that Outward did 


never purpoſed any ſuch thing; but only to ſig- 


nothing 


— | © ©7zExplanatozp Poſt-ſeript. 


nn FED 
nothing done by meer Imitation, will any thing (1574.) | 
* | avail in the Worſhip and Service of Gol W 2 
p therefore that No Act done without Conviction, 

A will any ways be profitable to the Doer. Yet 
my that hindreth not, but that ſuch, as forbear to 
A, do, what by the Teſtimony of God in his Ser- 
= - vants is Commanded to be performed in the 
4 Church, are Juſtly to be blamed and be judged 
\f. therefore, in Reſpe&, that through Diſobedience 
ut and Unwatchfulneſs they have blinded them- 
N ſelves from the Sight and Knowledge of their 
11 Duty. For if it ſhould be ſaid, No Man were to 
= be Condemned for not doing that which he ſees not 
= | i be his Duty; Then no Man were to be Con- The Hard- 
| 15 demned, who had by Iniquity and Unwatchful —_— 
=" neſs brought Hardneſs and Blindneſs upon himſelf not their 
+l for all the Iniquities he commits afterwards ; And Put). 
Wo. | how would this tend to Eſtabliſh Ranteriſm, the 
aig | Subſtance of which is to bring their Conſciences 

to that paſs, as not to be ſenſible of any Checks? 
as. | Then the Nations are not to be blamed for all 
%. | their Idolatry, Wickedneſs and Superſtition, for 
£4 that they are not ſenſible of the Evil of it? 
lers Whereas Truth teaches us to believe, That had 
. they been faithful to the ſmall Meaſure of Light 
beg in Things more obvious, it would have further | 
or 11 opened and maniteſted other things. Then ſhould The e. 
ſi not the Jews have been condemned for Crucify- ust ing 
> ing Chriſt, ſince Peter ſays, They did it ignoramt-cauty.* 
ch | .? And Faul teſtifies, That if they had known, 
£m they would not bave crucified the Lord of Glory. 
7 oY Yea, then all thoſe, that Perſecuted and Burned | 
8. the Proteſtant Martyrs, were not to be Jadged martyrs n- 
7, for it, becauſe they ſuppoſe, they did well in it ʒ ſtanced. 
1 — even according to Chriſt's Teſtimony, who ſays, 
wh That in killing you, they ſhall think, they do God 
, 4 good Service. Shall Men then never be condem- 
irtue | ned for doing Evil or omitting Their Duty, be. 
—_ £03 cauſe 
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1 f | (1679.) cauſe they ſee it not? What Abſurdity would fol- 
b thereupon, may eaſily appear. And yet it's 


ſtrange, that William Rogers in his Papers ſhould 
labour ſo much againſt this, Affirming very po- 


ſitively, That nothing ought to be given forth in 


the Church of Chriſt but by way of Recommenda- 
tion, and not of Command. Wherein he doth ei- 
ther greatly Miſtake the Matter, as affirmed by 


me; or otherways run into a far greater In- 
conveniency, than he is aware. For if he mean, 
That no Man of or from himſelf only, or by Vir 


rue of any Office or Place he either hath, or hath 
born in the Church of Chriſt, ought to- Command 


any thing to be performed in the Church, J freely 
agree to it, and have Aſſerted the ſame in very 
ful and ample Terms: But if he will ſay, That 


no Man, albeit really moved by the Spirit of Gu, 


ought ro go further, than a meer Recommen ation, 


It is a molt Inſolent Limiting of God under a 


falſe Pretence of Liberty; and will neceffarily 
__ conclude, That God hath not Power to com- 

mand any thing, unleſs Men be content to a- 
gree to it. For the Controverſy is here drawn 


to a narrow. Compals. „ 1 
For he that will allow, That God hath Power 
to command things to be practiſed in the Church, 


and that thoſe Commands muſt be conveyed by 
Immediate Revelation through ſome of the Mem- 
bers of the Church; and that it may fall out, 
that ſome of the Members of the Church may 
through Weakneſs or Unwatchfulneſs not be ſen- 
{ible ; they muſt either acknowledge, that Such 
are to be Condemned; or ſay, that God bath not 
Power to command; or that there is no ſuch Re- 


velation now a-days, (as do the Prieſts and Truth's 
Enemies;) or, that Man is not condemnable for 
diſobeying God, if be belicue it not to be his Dus 


ty; which is as much as to ſay, that Unbelief uw 
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Now let theſe things be ſeriouſly conſidered, (16. )) 
how this is or can be avoided, without granting | 

/ 

the Truth be aſſerted, the Honour and juſt Au- 

thority of God acknowledged; the Nevaſlnyr 1 of 
1 
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the things affirmed by me? For what way can 


the Continuance of Immediate Revelation affirm- 


edz and the Iniquity of Unbelief not juſtified, 


and the uſt Judgment of God upon the Rebelli- 
ons and Diſobedient vindicated, without Aſfirm- 
ing what I have done? And if any can do this 


in Words more wary\than I have done, I ſhall 


very readily agree to it. For that things may 


be propoſed to the Church by way of Command, 
and further than a meer Recommendation, the 
whole Current of the Scripture ſhews, not only 


to the Churches among the Fews, where Moſes 


and the Prophets do propoſe the Will of Gad to be 


performed very poſitively and peremptorily ; 


but even under the-New Covenant, as appears by 
the Eleventh of the As, and in many Places of 


83 Paul's Epiſtles: particularly that on 2 Theſſ. 3. 


14. If any Man Obey not our Word by ibis Epiſile, 


note that Man and bave no Company with him, that 
be maybe aſhamed. . This then being manifeſt with 


Reſpect to theſe Times, I would know of IV. R. 
Whether Chriſt hath now loſt any of his Autho- 


_ rity, as he has left off to rule his Church immedi- 


ately by his Spirit? And whether ſo to afficm, be 
not groſly to contradict the Antient and Primi- 


tive Doctrine of Friends? 


Flſibly, Whereas ſome did ſuppoſe, that I did 
make the Difference in the-End but very ſmall, 


EXOLAN. 
v. 


betwixt Deciſive Judgment among Friends, and , nn. 


among Papiſts and other Perſons, becauſe I ſay, 
They place the Deciſive Fudgment in the Plaralit) 


and Miniſters : And albeit I limit it not to that, 
yet J ſeem to affirm, That it moſt uſually is ſo con- 
ee Ee 4 


Judgment. 
| of an Aſſembly made up of their Chief Teachers 


veyed; 
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make it a/ways fo, and I moſt 2 e AY WER 
: ' To this I anſwer; That if in Charity I may 
ſuppoſe this Inſinuation comes not from Malice, 


5 clerſtand. For the Difference here is very great 
Papiſts 

7 ney others do affirm, That Men by Virtue of an Out- 
= ward Succe ion or Vacation may haue true Right to 
ſit, and give Fudgment in ſuch Aſſemblies; albeit 
they be void of true Holineſs, and have not the 
Grace of God, which (they ſay) is no neceſſary 
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they place the Power of judgment not only in 


ſuch, as may without any Abſurdity by their 
them void of the true Grace of God, and whom, 


not at all to be led by the Immediate Spirit of 
two? (to wit) To affirm,— 


ebe ale of God is no neceſſary Qualification, and who deny 
Peilio:. any ſuch thing, as to be Immediately led by the Spi- 
ru of Chriſt, as a thing not attainable in theſe 
Days; and yet that all Chriſtians muſt be ſubject to 
whar the Plaraliiy of ſuch an Aſſembly, ſo conſti- 

tuted, do determine? And to affirm,— | 
Thar the Power of Deciſion is only and alone in 


= 
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Dei. bly ; but M it pleaſe God to make Uſe of ſuch a 
Aſjembly, yet neither to the Flurality of them, but 
in and through ſuch of bis Servants, as be ſees 

5 | a meet. 


(1679.) veyed ; and ſo the Diſſerence only is, that they : 


at leaſt it proceeds from great Tgnorance of the 
Popiſh Principle: And it were better for ſuch to 
be ſilent, than to judge of things they do not un- 


and Fundamental, in reſpect both pe and 


Dalification to the Being of a Miniſter. So that 


rows. the Plurality of Votes abſolutely (in which we 
; differ from them) but alſo in the Judgment of 


own Principles be ſuppoſed to be all and each of 
even ſuppoſing them to be gratious, they affirm 


Chriſt, which they ſay, is nom ceaſed. Now can 
there be a greater Difference than is betwixt theſe 


That the Power of Deciſion is in an Aſſembly of 
Men being Members, of which Aſſembly the Grace 
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be tue The Spirit, not neceſſarily Tied to a General Aſem- 
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ed ſuch, from whom ſuch a Judgment can be ex- 
petted, or ought to be received, unleſs they be Men, 


in whom the Grace of God not only is, but bath 
truly wrought to Mortify and Regenerate them in 
4 good Meaſure : In whom the Fudgment of Truth 


really proceeding from the Spirit, will be manifeſt 


Blindneſs and of the Diſobedience occaſioned by it? 


without Prejudice. 


Thus J have paſſed through all the things that I 


underftood any did ſcruple at; there being nought 


elſe, that I remember, which is not either Rela- 


tive to ſome of the Particulars before-mentioned, 
or included in them. But if any wonder, why 
I have choſen this Method, and not rather made 


a formal Reply to V. R's Papers? I hope, theſe 


following Reaſons will ſatisfy all ſober and truly 
eaceable- minded Friends, who love Truth's Pro- 


| Iperity more than Jangling, as a ſufficient Rea- 


n for my ſo doing. 


Firſt, Foraſmuch as the greater Part of what Reaſon 1. + 
W. R. has writ, is wholly Built upon the Parti. 


culars heretofore mentioned, which Particulars 
being cleared, and his Miſtakes therejn removed 
(as his own Letter ſignifies) the Superſtructure 


ĩꝛo all, who are truly Faithful; who will accordingly © 
ſubmit thereunto, not with Reſpect to the Men, 

but the Authority of God maniſeſſed in and 
through them. So that ſuch, as ſee not this Fudg- 
ment aright, will be yuſily Condemnable of God for 
their not Submitting z not as if they ſhould be ac. 

cepted of God, if they did Obey before Conviction, 
but becauſe they brought this Blindneſs upon thems 

feldes through their Unfaithfulneſs and Unwatch- 
fulneſs, which renders them both guilty of the 


Now the Vaſtneſs of the Difference that is 


here manifeſt, cannot but be obvious to any, 
that will read and conſider, this impartially, and 


falls 


meet. And that none are capable or can be ſup- (1679.) 
poſed to be Members of ſuch an Aſſembly, or efteem- WW 
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falls of it ſelf, as not touching my Intentions , 


nor yet reaching me; but only that Apprehen= 
ſion he ſuppoſed to be my Meaning, and to fol - 
lo from my Words: For which End he often- 


times is ſo wary as to affirm in his Papers, That. 
to bis Underſtanding my Words feemed to Import, 
and my Meaning ſeems to be ſo. In which things 


ſince himſelf ſaw (and I have manifeſted) his 


Miſtake, I am not ſo great a Lover of Conten- 
tion, as to bufy either my ſelf, or the Minds of 
others, with the Men of Straw. of his Making. 
HButcyet he was not ſo modeſt, nor kind to his 


Old Friend, but that ſometimes he did ſeek to 


render my Words Odiou (albeit the Miſtake be 


his own) by a reiterate Repetition, in Repeating 


that of the Tolerable Suppoſition of a Church at e 


very turn above Twenty Times: But alſo he very 
obviouſly wreſts my Words, and ſeeks to impoſe 
upon me a Diſadvantageous Meaning, that 
he may furniſh himſelf an Occaſion thereafter 
the more liberally to ſmite at me. As where 
from the Apoſtle's Words | ſaying, And we have 


Confidence, ye will do the Things we command you, | 


&c. and in another Place, where he'deſires thoſe 


to whom he writes, 70 ſubmit themſelves to ſuch 
as rule over tbem] J infer, That ſome did Ap- 


A point and Ordain ſome Things, and that there Jay 


Rca ſon 11. 


an Obligation in Point of Duty on ot bers to Os 


bey, &c. | 
Upon which V. R. very unfairly obſerves, I. 
26 to be doubted, his Meaning is, Others ought to 
Obey, whether they ſee it their Duty, Tea or Nay. 
I leave ſuch Dealing to the Reader's Judgment: 
ſurely, it is not anſwerable to that Candor and 


Juſtice, that V. R. lays claim to. : 
Secondly, Becauſe W. R. in theſe Papers has ta- 


ken Occaſion to extend himſelf in long Digreſ- 


Kons upon other Matters, not treated upon in 
that Book, and takes oft Occaſion to inſinuate 


R. B's. Uindication of his Anarchy, &c. 


A. vo. + i ei A 
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titude' 


him divers of thoſe things e're this time upon 
other Occaſions. | | 


| Paſſages of the Apoſtles G he thinks I have 


Reader, being the more willing to bear his Re- 


1 g - y . 
his —— * _ _ —— Ig 


1. Polt-ſeripe, 2p 
his Jealouſies of Perſons and T hings, that I med- (16790 


led not with: As where he makes a large Digreſ. A 
ſion (which takes up ſeveral Pages) concerning 


the Conſtitution of the Second. Days- Meeting at 
London, endeavouring wbat he n 


Cl n, to repre- n Re- 
ſent the Hurt and Abuſe of it; and where he di- Hh. 


vers times inſinuates, that ſome are Uſurpers, 
or ſeeking to Uſurp « Furiſdition over the Con- 


ſciences of the Brethren; And that ſome do be- 


| lieve, that God bath raiſed up ſome outward Per- 
ſon to be among the Children of Light at this Day, 


2 Moſes was of Old among the Children of Iſrael, 


Cc. And that ſome do lead many into a Tempta- „ : 


un beyond their Line, by procuring a Mul- 
Hands to confirm, what is given forth by 
one, or at leaſt by a very few : With divers other 
things of this Kind, which takes up no ſimall 


tio to { 


Part of his Papers. Now theſe things are not 


pertinently brought in againſt me; nor would I 
judge my ſelf leſs impertinent to enlarge in a 
Conteſt concerning thoſe things, which do not 
immediately concern the Things under Debate; 
ſince the Perſon or Perſons aimed at by him in 


theſe Reflections, may take Occaſion, as thy 


find it their Place, to anſwer: And perhaps may 


have had Opportunity, to have diſcourſed with 


= 


Thirdly, Since a conſiderable Part of /. R's Pa- Reaſen 111. 
pers is taken tip to Evidence (as he pretends) t] » 
Impertinent Application I make of the ſever... 


been too curious to collect ht make Mention of 
theſe Words, Order, Rule, Command and Govern- 
ment; how he evinces that, I leave to the ſerious 


flections in that Reſpect, that he is ſo bold (when 
he cannot Compaſs his Matter otherwiſe) not 
only to Cenſure me, but the Apoſtle Paul's Say-— 
. „ Sj „ 
2 


CON PE WY 


R. B's. Uindicatton of his Anarchy, E FD 
- (1674.)ing of 1 Tim. 1.19, 20. (mentioned by me) That 
its not only not to the Purpoſe intended by me, 


intended, at leaft to ordinary Capacities + Adding, 


Anſwers not that, which the Light within tells ws. 
W.R. Cen- Since then the Light he follows, is ſuch, as 
fures wech finds Fault with the Apoſtle's Aſſertions; I may 
poi v dan the more patiently bear his Affirming mine to be 

Erroneous. And whereas I. R. labours to make 


MOT ons. 
— * | 14 


'* . prove a Power of Deciſion in the Church, do not 
Affirm any ſuch thing, ee in theſe Scriptures 
there is no Mention made of the Church's Deciſion , 


—_ * * 
— 28 * 5 - 
* * — Wu 


| Yet if he conſider, that thoſe Places do ſpeak 
Judeme of the Separating from and Cutting off of divers 
Lic. Perſons, and Forſaking their Fellowſhip, - to the 
Saints, who make up the Church of Chriſt, it 
"neceſſarily preſuppoſes a Judgment of the Church 
or Saints concerning thoſe Perſons, for which 


Body of Chriſt, which is his Church. 


Building up, and then pulling down; wherein 
he apparently Contradids himſelf: Yea, the 
whole Scope of his Book implies a manifeſt Con- 
tradition. For whereas he plainly declares, his 


Judging and Cenſuring one another, holding forth, 
That Diverſity of Opinions and Fudgments in 


ters as relate to Niſcipline and Government ) is 

not nor ought to be a BreactFof Unity, which he 

_ underſtands, may be ſuppoſed to be the Diver ſities 

of Gifts and Adminiſirations mentioned in Scrip- 

tuares; which he expreſſes in theſe Words upon 

Paul in Rom. 14. So then every one of 14s ſhall give 

dn Account of himſelf unto God; let us not there · 
Fore Judge one another any more, 


| „ 


but that it is not plain to the Purpoſe Paul bimſelf 
| That the Method there propoſed by the Apoſtle, 


it appear, That rhe Scriptures brought by me to 


they are ſo Cur off from the Fellowſhip of the 


rcafon IV. Fourthly, A great Part of V. R's Work is but a 


Writing to be a Plea for Chriſtian Liberty, againſt is; 


Matters'sf Conſcience (but eſpecially in ſuch Mat- | 


RE EE p anc, - es. 


3 : a 


** 


at And again he faith upon Verſe 34. vis. Which (16699 7 
we, | evidently ſhews, that Inaſmuch as every one muſt NOVI 
elf Anſwer for himſelf, it is fit, every one ſhould be- A wrong 
1g, lieve for bimſelf, and ſo practiſe, without being my _ 
le, | Impoſed upon by others: And this is the Ground of ® 
f. | allChriſtian Forbearance. EEE | 
as | And again in another Place he ſaith, The/e 
ay things conſidered, and that alſo we find the Apo- 
be ftle*'s Exhorting the Churches not to be Fudging 
ike one another with Reſpett to things relating to Con- 
to | ſcience; there is great need to watch againſt this- 
not Cenſorious, Fudging Spirit, leaſt while any are 
res Judging their Brethren, themſelves become Caſt- 
on > aways, He hath many more Expreſſions of this 
eak Kind, -_ BR 
ers Nou, ſince this is the whole Scope of V. R's 
the Papers, and that he did, yea, hath (ſince he 
it wrote theſe Papers) acknowledged me to be his 
ch Chriſtian Brother, and many more (at leaſt them 
ich he did repute ſuch) whom he Cenſures, Judges 
the | and Condemns through his whole Treatiſe, yea, 
ſince his whole Papers are a Judging, Cenſuring | 
ut a and Condemning of me and my Judgment an 
rein Things pertaining to Conſcience, and to my Judg- 
the ment, in Matters of Government and outward 
on- Diſcipline, does not the Work imply a manifeſt 
his | Contradiction? So his very Writing contradicts 
inſt | the Matter he writes of and pleads for; eſpeci- 
rth, ally, ſince not only he makes ſome General Cen- 
in ſure of me and many others. pron the ſame 
Hat- | Fundamental Truths with him; but ig very Par- 
) is | ticular and Peremptory, yea, inſinuating Accu- Re. 
| he ſations, as if I in particular intended to make fer. 
ſties way for an Authority, to Rule over, at leaſt 
crip* | © ſome of my Brethren; as his very Concluſion 
pon intimates, and in divers other Places may be 
giue obſerved. And it will aggravate this Injury done 
ere - by him the more, that the Reader may Obſerve | 
ina | as well in his own Letter, as in what is above- 
n ; I | 


mentioned, 


a . 


K. B's. Uinditat ton ok his Anarchy, Coe. 
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1679.) mentioned, that this his Cenſure was built upon 
his owifMiſtakes: So that I hope, who conſider 
| . theſe Things, will acknowledge a fuſtcient An- 
/wer is hereby returned, And albeit I my felf 


be fully ſatisfied; yet I ſhould not have Churled 


the Pains of a particular Diſquiſition of every 


thing in Order, as Aſſerted by him (albert he has 
not done that to mine) If I had not an Averſion 
from Multiplying Controverſies of this kind: 
For the Deſire I have to avoid that Sort of Work, 

and not for any Strength of Argumentation L 

obſerve in /. R's Papers, hath ſtop'd me from 
o doing. But if any do apprehend that Strength 

of Reaſon in his Papers, as to Judge, I was Un- 
able to Anſwer, or that this is not Satisfactory; 
it will but evidence the Weakneſs of their "own. 
Underſtanding to the more Judicious: And I 


ſhall not think much to bear their Cenſure. For 


i value more my own inward Peace, and that 


of my Brethren, than to Obtain an Applauſe of 


my Natural Capacity; wherein, if any judge 


| that W. R. do ſurpaſs me; I ſhalt not therewith 
"The Bxcet- be troubled: For I more and more ſee the Excel. 

- Eney of thelency of that Simplicity that is in the Truth, 
Tub. „ and of that Unity, that it leadeth to. And 


thence do more earneſtly than ever deſire to wit- 


neſs al}, that is of and from Self, Crncified in 
me, and brought into true Subjection to the 
Croſs of Chriſt; and there alone may be my Re- 


jaycing: wherein I am at Unity with all thoſe, 


co. Who make Self of no Reputation for the Seed's 
es ſake; that the Proſperity of Truth may be Ad- 
© Vanced, and the Peace of- 1/rae! preſerved. 
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